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BOOK IX. 
CHAPTER EL 
A CoclITATION. 


ADY Margaret Monckton received 
Cecilia with the moſt gloomy cold- 
neſs: ſhe apologiſed for the liberty 
ſhe had taken in making uſe of her lady- 
ſhip's houſe, but, meeting no return of 
civility, ſhe withdrew to the room, which 
had been prepared for her, and reſolved 
as I as poſſible to keep out of her 

light. | 
It now became neceſſary without further 
delay to ſettle her plan of life, and fix her 
place of reſidence. The ferbidding looks 
of Lady Margaret made her haſten her 
reſolves, which otherwiſe would for a while 
12 bave 
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have given way to grief for her recent mis- 


fortune. 
She ſent for the ſurveyor who bad the 


ſuperintendance of her eſtates, to enquire 


how ſoon her own ' houſe would be fit for 
her reception; and heard there was yet 
work for near two months. 


This anſwer made her very uncomforta- 


ble. To continue two months under the 
roof with Eady Margaret was a penance 
ſhe could not enjoin herſelf, nor was ſhe at 
all ſure Lady Margaret would ſubmit to ir 
any better: ſhe determined, therefore, to re- 
leaſe herſelf from the conſcious burthen of 


being an unwelcome viſitor, by boarding. 


with ſome creditable family at Bury, and 


devoting the two months in. which ſhe was 


to be kept from her houſe, to a general ar- 
rangement of her affairs, and a final ſettling 
with her guardians. 

For thefe purpoſes it end be neceſſary 
me ſhould go to London: but with whom, 
or in what manner, ſhe could not decide. 
She defired, therefore, another conference 
with Mr. Monckton, who met her in the 
parlour. 

She then communicated to him ber 
| ſchemes; and begged his counſel in her 
perplexities, 

He was delighted at the application, and 


extremely well aa with her deſign of 
* 
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boarding at Bury, well 2 he could 
then watch and viſit her at his pleaſure, and 
have far more comfort in her 3 than 
even in his own houſe, where all the vigi- 
lance with which he obſerved her, was ſhort 
of that with which he was himſelf obſerved 
by Lady Margaret. He endeavoured, how- 
ever, to diſſuade her from going to town, 
but her eagerneſs to pay the large ſum ſhe 
owed him, was now too. great to be con- 
quered. Of age, her fortune wholly in her 
power, and all attendance upon Mrs. Charl- 
ton at an end, ſhe had no longer any excule 
for having a debt in the world, and would 
ſuffer no perſuaſion to make her begin her 
career in life, with a negligence in ſettling 
her accounts which ſhe had ſo often cen- 
ſured in others. To goto London there- 
fore ſhe was fixed, and all that ſhe defired 
was his advice concerning the journey. 

He then told her that in order to ſettle 
with her guardians, ſhe muſt write to them 
in form, to demand an account of the ſums 
that had been expended during her minority, 
and announce her intention for the future 
to take the management of her fortune into 
her own hands. 

She immediately followed his directions, 
and conſented to remain at the grove till 
their anſwers arrived. 

Being now, therefore, unavoidably fixed 

1 : 7-5» 


l 

for ſome time at the houſe, ſhe thought it 
Proper and decent to attempt ſoftening 
Lady Margaret in her favour. She exerted 
all her powers-to pleaſe and to oblige her; 
but the exertion was neceffarily vain, not 
only from the diſpoſition, but the ſituation 
of her ladyſhip, ſince every effort made for 
this conciliatory purpoſe, rendered her 
doubly amiable in the eyes of her huſband, 
and conſequently to herſelf more odious 
than ever. Her jealouſy, already but too 
well founded, received every hour the poi- 
ſonous nouriſhment of freſh conviction, 
which ſo much ſoured and exaſperated a 
temper naturally harſh, that her malignity 
and ill-humour grew daily more acrimo- 
mous. Nor would ſhe have contented her- 
felt with diſplaying this iraſcibility by ge— 


neral moroſeneſs, had not the ſame ſuſpicious 


watchfulneſs which diſcovered to her the paſ- 
ſion of her huſband, ſerved equally to make 
manifeſt the indifference and innocence of 
Cecilia; to reproach her therefore, ſhe had 
not any pretence, though her knowledge 
how much ſhe had to dread her, paſt cur- 
rent in her mind for ſufficient reaſon to hate 
her. The Angry and the Violent ule little 
diſcrimination ; whom they like, they en- 
quire not it they approve; but whoever, no 


matter how unwittingly, ſtands in their way, 
they 
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they ſcruple not to ill uſe, and canada 
— may laudably deteſt. 

Cecilia, though much diſguſted, gave 


not over her attempt, which ſne conſidered 
but as her due while ſhe continued in her 


houſe. Her general character, alſo, for 


peeviſhneſs and haughty ill- breeding, ſkil- 


fully, from time to time, diſplayed, and 


3 repined at by Mr. Monckton, ſtill 
kept her from ſuſpecting any peculiar ani- 
moſity to herſelf, and made her impute all 
that paſſed to the mere rancour of ill-hu- 
mour. She confined herſelf, however, as 
much as poſſible to her own apartment, 
where her ſorrow for Mrs. Charlton almoſt 
hourly encreaſed, by the compariſon - ſhe 
was forced upon making of her houſe with 
the grove. | + 

That worthy old lady left her gtand- 


daughters her co-heireſſes and ſole execu- 


trixes. She bequeathed from them nothing 
conſiderable, though ſhe left ſome donations 
for the poor, and ſeveral of her friends 
were remembered by ſmall legacies. Among 
them Cecilia had her picture, and favourite 
trinkets, with a paragraph in her will, that 
as there was no one ſhe ſo much pet had 
her fortune been leſs ſplendid, ſhe ſhould 
have ſhared with her grand-daughters what- 
ever ſhe had to beſtow. 

Leela was much affected by this laſt and 
112 3 ſolemn 
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folemn remembrance. She more than ever 
coveted to be alone, that ſhe might grieve 
undiſturbed, and ſhe lamented without ceaſ- 
ing the fatigue and the illneſs which, in ſo 
late a period, at it proved, of her life, ſhe 
_ herſelf been the means of otcaſioning 
to. her. 

Mr. Monckton had too much prudence 
to interrupt this deſire of ſolitude, which 
indeed coſt him little pain, as he conſidered 
her leaſt” in danger when alone. She re- 
ceived in about a week anſwers from both 
her guardians, Mr. Delvile's letter was 
cloſely to the purpoſe, without a word but 
of buſineſs, and couched im the haughtieſt 
terms, As he had never, he ſaid; acted, he 
had no accounts to ſend in; but as he was 
going to town in a few days, he would fee 
her for a moment in the prefence of Mr. 
Briggs, that a joint releaſe might be ſigned, 
to prevent any future application to him. 

Cecilia much lamented there was any 
neceſſity for her ſeeing him at all, and looked 
forward to the interview as the greateſt mor- 
tification ſhe could ſuffer, | 

Mr. Briggs, though ſtill more viſe; 
w:s far kinder in his language: but he ad- 
viſe d her to defer her ſcheme of taking the 
money into her own hands, aſſuring her ſhe 
would be cheated, and had better leave it 


to him. 
When 
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When ſhe communicated theſe epiſtles to 
Mr. Monckton, he failed not to read, with 
an emphaſis, by which his arrogant meaning 
was ſtill more arrogantly enforced, the letter 
of Mr. Delvile aloud. Nor was he ſparing 
in comments that might render it yet more 
offenſive. Cecilia neither concurred in what 
he ſaid, nor. oppoſed it, but contented her- 
ſelf, when he was ſilent, with producing 
the other letter. to og 

Mr. Monckton read not this with more 

favour: He openly attacked the character 
of Briggs, as covetous, rapacious, and over- 
reaching,. and warned her by. no means to 
abide by his counſel, without firſt taking the 
opinion. of ſome diſintereſted perſon. He 
; then ſtated the various arts which might be 
3 practiſed upon her inexperience, enumerat- 
ed the dangers to which her ignorance. of 
buſineſs expoſed her, and annotated upon 
the cheats, double dealings, and tricks of 
1 ſtock jobbing, to which he aſſured her Mr. 
9 Briggs owed all he was worth, till, per- 
I plexed and "confounded, ſhe declared her- 
ſelf ar a loſs how to proceed, and earneſtly. 
3 regretted that ſhe. could not have his coun-- 
lc] upon the ſpot. 1 
This was his aim: to draw the with from 
her, drew all ſuſpicion. of ſelfiſh views 
from himſelf: and he told her that he con- 
ſidered her preſent ſituation as ſo critical, 
$S 4a 5 —* the: 
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the future confuſion or regularity of her 
money tranſactions ſeeming to depend upon 
zit, that he would endeavour to arrange his 
affairs for meeting her in London. 

Cecilia gave him many thanks for the 
kind intention, and determined to be to- 


rally guided by him in the diſpoſal and di- 


rection of her fortune. 

Mean time he had now another part to 
act; he ſaw that with Cecilia nothing more 
remained to be done, and that, harbouring 
not a doubt of his motives, ſhe thought his 
deſign in her favour did her nothing but 
honour; but he had too much knowledge 
cf the world to believe it would judge him 
in the ſame manner, and too much con- 
foiouſneſs of duplicity to ſet its judgment 
at defiance. To parry, therefore, the con- 
jectures which might follow his attending 
her, he had already prepared Lady Marga- 
Tet to wiſh herſelf of the party : for how- 
ever diſagreeable to him was her preſence 
and her company, he had no other means 
to be under the ſame roof with Cecilia. 


Miſs Bennet, the wretched tool of his 


various ſchemes, and the mean ſycophant 
of his lady, had been employed by him to 
work upon her jealouſy, by ſecretly inform- 
ing her of his intention to go to town, at 
the ſame time that Cecilia went thither to 


meet her guardians. She pretended to have 
- B learned 


* 
1 


x” 


C HE TH IEA ð Ra TEA —_—_ — — — - W 
r * 3 . n . ß ²• . ⁵ñ x ]%⅛ůinůß q 
ee aan e Ib ene” 2 F 8 r - 72 # i CORE e * % 

n j % —ͤ——⅛.N!. ] x ß ]¾ꝗ pñöf̃̃]⁵˙ w ̃ ꝗ dd rd 0p A TE N 
. s 4 = . - ee ö 8 1 <P dy * 
* . 


5 99, TE IL enn Spa ton. 3 Wn 5 e 21 Be 
JJ ned on i Ei oe ee Ie" 
. 2CͤĩÜ n. 8 RE 7, Boe 


N 2 en r 
33 N 9298 OT. A 
o 3 * ly © I 0 


> * * LP. 4 4 2 8 8 
2 N Wot 2 * Ne ak dS EI NE RE, 1 2 8 
4 . ! TR : WY J 


ITE t ao lh Wi > rude, 
2 550 F 5 


BBC I DEMS 8 
learned this intelligence by accident, and to 
communicate it from reſpectful regard; and 
ad viſed her to go to London herſelf at the 
ſame time, that ſhe might ſee into his de- 
ſigns, and be ſome check upon his pleaſure. 
The encreaſing infirmities of Lady Mar- 
garet made this counſel by no means palat- 
able: but Miſs Bennet, following the artful 
inſtructions which ſhe received, put in her 
way ſo ſtrong a motive, by aſſuring her how 
little her company was wiſhed, that in the 
madneſs of her ſpite ſne determined upon 
the journey. And little heeding how ſhe 
tormented herſelf while ſhe had any view 
of tormenting Mr. Monckton, ſhe was led 
on by her falſe confident to invite Cecilia 
to her town houſe. 

Mr. Monckton, in whom by long prac- 
tice, artifice was almoſt nature, well know- 
ing his wife's perverſeneſs, affected to look 
much diſconcerted at the propoſal ; while 
Cecilia, by no means thinking it . neceſſary 
to extend her compliance to {uch a puniſh- 
ment, inſtantly made an apology, and de- 
clined the invitation. | 

Lady Margaret, little verſed in civility, 
and unuſed to the arts of perſuaſion, could 
not, even for a favourite project, prevail 
upon herſelf to uſe entreaty, and therefore, 
thinking her ſcheme defeated, looked gloo- 


mily diſappointed, and ſaid nothing more. 
A 6 Mr. 
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Mr. Moncktop, ſaw with delight hew 
much this difffeulty inflamed her, though. 
the moment he could ſpeak alone with 


Cecilia he made it his care to remove it. 


He repreſented to her that, however pti- 
vately ſhe might hve, ſhe was too young to 
be in London lodgings by herſelf, and gave 
an hint which the could' not but underſtand, 


that in going or in ſtaying with only: ſer- 


vants, ſuſpicions'might ſoon be raiſed, that 


the plan and motive of her ens were 


different to thoſe given out. 

She knew be meant to inſinuate that 3 it 
would be conjectured ſhe deſigned to meet 
Delvile, and though colouring, vext and. 


provoked at the ſuggeſtion, the idea was 


ſufficient to frighten her into his plan. 

In a few days, therefore, the matter was 
wholly arranged; Mr. Monckton, by his 
fkill and addreſs, leading every one wht- 
ther he pleaſed; while, by the artful coolneſs. 
of his manner, he appeated but te follow 
himſelf. He ſat out the day before, though 
earneſtly. wiſhing to accompany them, but 
having as yet in no ſingle inſtance gone to 
town in the ſame carriage with Lady Mar- 
garet, he dared truſt neither the neighbour - 
hood nor the ſervants with ſo dangerous a 


ſubject for their comments. 


Cecilia, compelled thus to travel wits 


only her — and Miſs Bennet, had a 
journey 
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jouiney the moſt diſagreeable, and deter- 


mined, if poſſible, to ſtay in London but 


two days; She had already fixed upon a. 


houſe in which ſhe could board at Bury 
when ſhe returned, and there ſhe meant. 
quietly. to refide till ſne could enter her; 
Coo 1365; 5 -: 5145 ty 8 TA 1 
Lady Margaret herſelf, exhilarated by a. 
notion of having outwitted her huſband,. 
was in unuſual good ſpirits, and almoſt in: 
good humour. The idea of thwarting his- 
deſigns, and being in the way of his en- 
tertainment, gave to her a delight ſhe had 
ſeldom received from any thing; and the 
belief that this was effected by the ſupe- 
riority of her cunning, doubled her con- 


tentment, and raiſed it to exultation. She- 


owed him, indeed, much provocation and 
uneaſineſs, and was happy in this opportu-- 

nity of paying her arrears. | 
Mean while that conſummate maſter in: 
every fpecies of hypocriſy, indulged. her in 
this notion, by the air of diſſatisfaction with: 
which he left the houſe. It was not that ſhe 
meant by her preſence to obviate any im- 
propriety : early. and long acquainted with 
the character of Cecilia, ſhe well knew, that 
during her life-the paſſion of her huſband 
muſt be confined to his own breaſt: but 
conſcious of his averſion to herſelf, which 
the reſented with the bittereſt ill- will, and 
knowing 
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knowing how little, at any time, he deſired 
her company, ſhe conſoled herſelf for her 


Inability to give pleaſure by the power ſhe 


ſſeſſed of giving pain, and bore with the 
de of a journey diſagreeable and incon- 


yenient to her, with no other view than the 


hope of breaking into his plan of avoiding 
her. Little imagining that the whole time 
ſhe was forwarding his favourite purſuit, 
and only acting the part which he had ap- 
pointed her to perform. Th 
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],avy as s. town houſe. was in 
Soho Square ; and ſcarcely. had Cecilia 


entered it, before her deſire .to ſpeed her 
departure, made her ſend. a note to each of 
her guardians, acquainting them of her ar- 
rival, and begging, if poſſible, to ſee them 
the next day. 

She had ſoon the two following anſwers: 


To Miſs Cecit1a BeveRLEv. 


Theſe. 


November 8, 1779. 


Miſs, 
Received yours of the ſame date; can't 


come to-morrow. Will, Wedneſday the 


10th. 
Am, X&c. 
Ide BRIOOS. 
Miſs Cecilia Beverley. 


To Miſs BEVERLEV. 


Mr. Delvile has too many affairs of im- 


portance upon his hands, to make any ap- 
pointment 


CECIUI A 
pointment till he has deliberated how to 
arrange them. Mr. Delvile will acquaint 
Miſs Beverley when it ſhall be in his power 
to ſee her. Py S: 1 | 


St. James's-Square, Nov. 8. 


Theſe characteriſtic letters, which at ano - 
ther time might have diverted Cecilia, now. 
merely ſerved to torment her. She was 
eager to quit town, ſhe was more eager to 
have her meeting with Mr. Delvile over, 
who, oppreſſive to her even when he meant 


to be kind, ſhe foreſaw, now he was in: 


wrath, would be imperious even to rude-- 
nefs. Deſirous, however, to make one in- 
terview ſuffice for both, and to ſettle what- 
ever buſineſs might remain unfiniſhed by, 


letters, ſhe again wrote to Mr. Briggs, 


whom ſhe had not ſpirits to encounter with- 


out abſolute neceſſity, and informing him 


of Mr. Delvile's delay, begged he would 
not trouble himſelf to call till he heard: 


from her again. | | 

Two days paſſed without any meſſage 
from them; they. were ſpent chiefly alone, 
and very uncomfortably, Mr. Monckton 


being content to ſee little of her, while he 
knew ſhe ſaw nothing of any body elle, 
On the third morning, weary of her own. 
thoughts, weary of Lady Margaret's ill- 
humoured looks, and ſtill more weary of 
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to have deviſed for herſelf any amuſement, 
ſet out in it immediate. 
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Miſs Bennet's paraſitical converſation, ſhe 
determined, for a little relief to the heavi- 
neſs of her mind, to go to her book- 
ſeller, and look over and order into the 
country ſuch new publicntians as ſaemed to 
promiſe her any pleaſure. 

Sbe ſent therefore, for a chair, and glad 


V pon entering the ſhop, ſhe fawaheBook- 
ſeller engaged in cloſe conference with a 
man meanly dreſſed; and much mufſſed up, 
who ſeemed talking to him with uncommon 
earneſtneſs, and juſt as ſhe was approaching, 
ſaid, To terms Jam indifferent, for writ- 
ing is no labour to me; on the contrary, it 
is the firſt delight of my life, and therefore, 
and not for dirty pe n 10 make IT 
my profeſſion.” » 

The ſpeech ſtruck Cecilia, but the voice 


ſtruck her more, it was Beifield's! and her 


amazement. was ſo great, that ſne ſtopt ſhort 
to look at him, without heeding a man who 
attended her, and defiredite: Know wn com- 


mands. | * VI 


The bookſeller now e perceiving . came 
forward, and Belfield, turning to ſee who 
interrupted them, ſtarted as if a ſpectre had 
croſſed his eyes, flapped his hat over his 
face, and haſtily went out of the ſnop. 

Cecilia checking her inclination to ſpeak 

to 


: 1114 
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to him, from Sha his eagerneſs to 
eſcape her, ſoon recollected her own errand, 
and employed herſelf in looking over new 
books. ON 30 
- Her ſurprize, however, at a change ſo 
ſudden in the condition of this young man, 
and at a declaration of a paſſion for writing, 
ſo oppoſite to all the ſentiments which he 
had profeſſed at their late meeting in the 
cottage, awakened in her a ſtrong curioſity 
to be informed of his ſituation; and after 
putting aſide ſome books which ſhe deſired 
to have packed up for her, ſhe aſked if the 
gentleman who had juſt left the ſhop, and 
who, ſhe found by what he had ſaid, was 
an Author, had written any thing that was 
publiſhed with his name? 
No, ma'am,” anſwered the Bookſel- 
ler, nothing of any conſequence; he is 
known, however, to have written ſeveral 
things that have appeared as anonymous; 
and 1 fancy, now, ſoon, we ſhall lee ſome- 
thing conſiderable from him.” 07 
He is about ſome great work, then?“ 
Why no, pot exactly that, perhaps, at 
reſent; we muſt feel our way, with ſome 
little ſmart jeu d'eſprit before we undertake 
a great work. But he is a very great 
genius, and | doubt not will produce ſome- 
thing extraordinary.“ 


Whatever he produces,“ ſaid Cecilia, 
cc as 
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« a5 I have now chanced to ſee him, I wal 


be glad you will, at any time, ſend to me.“ 

« Certainly, ma' am; but it muſt be 
among other things, for he does not chuſe, 
juſt now, to be known: andꝭ it is a rule in 
our buſineſs never to tell People's names 
when they deſite to be ſecret. He is a lit- 
tle out of caſh, juſt now, as you may ſup- 
poſe by his appearance, ſo inſtead of buy- 
ing books, he comes to fell thetn. How- 
ever, he has taken a' very good road to 
bring himſelf home again, * we pay very 
handſomely for things of 'any-metit, eſpe- 
cially if they deal ſmartly ; in a few touches 
of the times.“ 

Cecilia choſe not to riſk any further queſ- 
tions, leſt her knowledge of him ſhould be 


ſuſpected, but got into her chair, and re- 


turned to Lady Margarets. 

The ſight of Belfield reminded her not 
only of himſelf; the gentle Henrietta again 
took her place in her memory, whence her 
various diſtreſſes and ſuſpences had of late 
driven from it every body but Delvile, and 
thoſe whom Delvile brought into it. But 
her regard for that amiable girl, though 
ſunk in the buſy ſcenes of her calamitous 
uncertainties, was only ſunk in her own 
boſom, and ready, upon their removal, to 
revive with freſh vigour. She was now in- 
deed more unhappy than even in the period 


of 


ſ 
i 
i 
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of her forgetfulneſs, yet her mind was no 
longer filled with the reſtleſs turbulence of 
hope, which ſtill more than deſpondency 


unfitted it for thinking of others. 
This re 11 thus awakened, a- 


wakened alſo a deſire of renewing the con- 


nection 0 long neglected. All ſcruples 


- concerning Delvile had now loſt their foun- 
dation, fince the. doubts, from which they 


aroſe were both explained and removed: 
ſhe, waz-certain, alike of his indifference to 
Henrietta, and his ſeparation from herſelf; 
ſhe knew.that nothing was to, be feared from 


RA or at rivalry, and ſhe reſolved, 


therefore, to loſe; no time in ſeeking the firſt 
pleaſure to which ſince her diſappointment 
ſhe bad voluntarily looked forward. 
ly: in the evening, ſhe told Lady Mar- 
garet ſhe was going out for an hour or two, 
again. for a chair, was carried 
Ste i eg 
enquited for Miſs Belfield, and was 
4 1— a eq where ſhe found her 
drinking tea mother, and Mr. 
Hobſon, their la NY 
Henrietta . 3 at her ſight, 
from a. ſudden impulſe of joy and ſurprize, 
and, running up to her, flung her arms 
round her neck, and embraced her with the 


moſt rapturous emotion: but then, drawing 


back with a look of timidity and ſhame, 
ſhe 


9 
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ſhe baſhfully apologized for her freedom, 


ſaying, © indeed, deareſt Miſs Beverley, it 
is no want of reſpect, but lam fo very glad 
to ſee you it — me quite forge Joe,” F1 oe 
Cecilia, charmed * a reception ſo in- 
genuouſly affectionate, Toon farisfied her 
doubting diffidence by the warmeſt thanks 
that ſhe had preſerved ſo much regard 
for her, and by doubling the Kindneſs with 
which ſhe returned her careſſes. 
Mercy on me, madam,” cried Mrs. 
Belfield, who during this time had been 
buſily employed in ſweeping the hearth, 
wiping ſome ſlops upon the table, and 
ſmoothing her handkerchief and apron, 
« why the girl's enough to ſmother you. 
Henny, how can r BE ſo troubleſome ? 
I never * aw you behave in this el fore.” 
„ Miſs Beverley, madam,” ſaid Henriet- 
ta, again retreating, * is ſo kind as to par- 
don me, and I was ſo much ſurpriſed at 
ſeeing her, that T hardly” knew what I was 
abour.” ian 
The young ladies, dip a” laid Mr. 
Hobſon, © have a mighty way of ſaluting 
one another till ſuch time as they get huſ⸗ 
bands: and then PII warrant you they can 
meet without any ſalutation at all. That's 
my remark, at leaſt, and what I've vs, of 
the world has ſet me upon making it.” _ 
This ſpeech led Cecilia to check, bow- 
ever 
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ever artleſs, the tenderneſs of her fervent 
young friend, whom ſhe was much teized 
by meeting in ſuch company, but who 
ſeemed not to dare underſtand the frequent 
looks which ſhe gave her expreſſive of a 
wiſh to be alone with her. 


Come, ladies,“ continued the facetious 


Mr. Hobſon, «© what if we were all to fit 
down, and have a good diſh of tea? and 


ſuppoſe, Mrs. Belfield, you was to order 


us a treſh round of toaſt and butter ? do 


you think the young ladies here would 


have any objection? and what if we were 
to have a little more water in the tea-kettle ? 


not forgetting a little more tea in the tea- 


pot. What I ſay is this, let us all be com- 
fortable ; that's my notion of things.” 

« And a very good notion too,” faid 
Mrs. Belfield, * for you who have nothing 
to vex you. Ah, ma'am, you have heard, 
I ſuppole, about my ſon? gone off! no- 


body knows where! left that lord's houſe, 


where he might have lived like a king, and 


gone out into the wide world nobody 


Knows for what!“ 

Indeed?“ ſaid Cecilia, * from ſee- 
ing him in London concluded he was again 
with his family, © and has he not acquainted 


you where he is?“ 


No, ma'am, no,” cried Mrs. Belfield, 
he's never once told me where he 1s gone, 
= 1 nor 
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nor let me Fares the eb. ha the matter, 
for if 1 did 1 would not taſte a diſh of tea 
again for a twelvemonth till I faw. him get 
back again to that lord's ! and. I believe 1 in 
my heart there's never, ſuch; angther in the 
three kingdoms, for he has ſent here after 
him I dare ſay. a ſcore, of times. And oy 
wonder, for I will rake. upon me to ſay he 
won't find his fellow in a hurry, Lord, as he 


be 93 
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, AS to his. being 4 . Lord.“ ſaid Mr. 
Hobſon, © I am one „ that lay no 
great ſtreſs upon that, unleſs he has got a 
good long purſe of his wn, and then, to 
be ſure, a Lord's no bad thing. But as to 
the matter of ſaying Lord ſuch a one, how 
d'ye do? and Lord Tuch à one, what qo you 
want? and ſuch fort of compliments, why 
in my mind, it's a mere nothing, in com- 
pariſon of a good income. As to your fon, 
ma'am, he did not go the right way to 
work. He ſhould, have begun wich buſi- 
neſs, and gone into pleaſure- afterwards: 
and if he had but done that, I'll, be bold 
to ſay we might have had him at chis very 
1 drinking tea Vith ur over this fire- 
ide.“ STE 

% My ſon, Sir,” ſaid Mrs: Belfield, rather 
angrily, „was another ſort of a perſon 
than a perſon of buſineſs: he Aways R 
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it from a child, and come of it what may, 
1 am ſure he was born to be a gentleman.“ 

* As to his deſpiſing buſineſs,” ſaid Mr. 
Hobſon, very contemptuouſly, '«< why fo 


much the worſe, for buſineſs is no ſuch de- 
ſpiſeable thing. And if he had been brought 
up behind a counter, inſtead of dangling 
after theſe fame Lords, why he might have 


had a houſe of his own over his head, and 
been as good a man as myſelf.” 


A houſe over his head?” ſaid Mrs. 
Belfieid, why he might have had what 
he would, and have done what he would, 
if he had but followed my advice, and put 
himſelf a little forward. I have told him a 
hundred times to aſk ſome of thoſe great 
people he lived amongſt for a place at court, 
for I know they ve ſo many they hardly know 
what to do with them, and it was always 
my deſign from the beginning that he ſhould 
be ſomething of a great man; but I never 
could perſuade him, though, for any thing 
I know, as I have often told him, if he had 
but had a little courage he might have been 
an Ambaſſador by this time. And now, 
all of a ſudden, to be gone nobody kno 
where!“ | 


_— 


] am ſorry, indeed,” ſaid Cecilia, who 


knew. not whether moſt to pity or wonder 


at her blind folly ; hut I doubt net you 
will hear of him ſoon.” 1 
, (6e . 
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e As to being an Ambaffador, mean” 


Yaid Mr. Hobſop, its talking quick out 
of character. Hoſe i of”; réat eople 
Keep things of that Kind for their own 15 
relations and couſins. What Tay, is this; 


man's beſt way is to is care of Fümtel 


The more thoſe great people fee yoo want 
them, the leſs d ey ke your $5 1Þany. 
Let every man be TAE Fro „to bufi- 
nei, and heh, When der de 
tune, he may walk with His hat Iſt 2 "Why 
now there was your friend, mam,” turn- 
ing to Yr "Or" that ſhor 2 9 his, [brains 
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Mrs. Belßeld 7 5 . your den 95 Hear 
of ſuch a thing as ſtanding behind“ a 

counter? I atm Tore if my ſon bit ever 
done it, I ſhould not ex peet any 1550 would 
fo much as look at im And yet 0 though 
I ſay it, ſhe might look a good while,” and 
not ſee many ſuch | perſons, let. her 166k 
where ſhe' pleaſed. And then he has ſuch 
a winning manner. into, the bargain, 9 - 


believe | in m he arc res never. a 144 155 0 


be that's ſo mu 2 
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aſked the an. And what 80 can 


begin firſtꝰ ? - 10 
Why Mid Mr. Hobſon, ' 4 « rhat 


wobid be. of character another way. 
Now my notion id chis; let every man be 
agreeable ! vand then he may aft what lady 
he pleaſes An’ when he's a mind of a 
lady; he ſhould look upon a frown or two 
as nothing; for the ladies frown in court- 
ſhip as a thing of courſe; it's juſt like a 
man's ſwraring at / coachman; why he's 

not a bir more in a paſſion only he thinks 
he ſha'n't be minded without it?” 

Well, for my part, ſaid Mrs. Bel- 
field, “ Lund fever if ident 5 dung lady, 
and moſt eſpecially if I was a young lady 
of fortune, and all that; T fhould Fike a 
modeſt young gentleman, ſuch as my ſon, 
for example, better by half than a bold 
ſwearing ybung fellow; that would make a 
point: td have meſwherher I would or no.” 

Ha Hat Ha?” ctièd Mr. Hobſon ; 
has N che young ladies afe not of that 

y of thinking tkey are all for a little 
life am f irite. Don't 1 ſay right, young 
ladies? $35 08 26 Wiss 1 

Cecilia, who could not but perceive that 
theſe Tpeeches- Was levelled” at herſelf, felt 
offended and tired; and finding ſhe had no 
chance of any private eonverſation with 


Henrietta, aroſe to take leave: but * 
1 ſhe 
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me ſtopped in the paſſage to enquire” hen 
ſhe could ſee her alone, a fbotman khotked | 
at the door, who, having aflerdodf Mr. 
Belfield lodged there, andi beemenſwered in 
the affirmative, 'beggdd nto/1 know! whether 
Miſs Beverley was then in the houſes 
Cecilia, much ſurpriſeds! went forward, Y 
and told him [who ſhe was, f 
«© have been, madamz? faid-hep with! 
a meſſage tor gawoar Mr, Monckten'sz in 
Sehe e but mabody knewrwherd you 
was; and Me. Moncktonf came dt and 
ſpoke to me himſeif. ndaidb that all he 
could ſuppoſe was that Necemdg nd at this 
houſe. So he directedime to come here.“ 
And from hom Sin, tis your mmeſ-! 
ſage?“ do d, ν,ẽ gavoy 1224 
i From ahe hbonovrable Ml Dolvile, 
madam, in St. Jamebs-· Square. de deſires: 
do know if you, ſuall be at home on Satur- 
day morning, the day after to- morrow, and 
Y whether you can appoirit Miro Briggs” to 
Imcet him by twelve eck -exatttly; as he \s 
ſhaẽ n't be able to ſtay — 
„ _— gave an anſwer as cold as the |: 
Y unre 
1 at fry time he mentioned, and acquameMr 
Briggs of his intention, pak bl 1 
MF Thefootmanthenwentaway; 44 f 
ra told her, that if ſhe cbuld call ſome morn- 
ing ſhe might perhaps contrive to be alone 
I B 2 with 
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with her, and added, indeed ] wiſh much 
to ſee 8 ould poſſibly do me ſo 
great an Jam very miſerable, 


and —— 40 cell. fo. Ab, Miſs Be- 


verley 1,,y0u that have ſo many friends, and 


that deſerve as many again, you little know 
what a hard ching it is to- have none! 


but my brother's ie diſappearing has 
half broke our hear 

Cecika was inning wa, conſolatory 
ſpeech,- in which ſbe.meant to give her pri- 
vate aſſurances of his health and ſafety, 
when ſhe Was interrupted by Mr. Albany, 


who came ſuddenly into the paſſage. 


Hentietta received him with a look of 
pleaſure, and enquired why he had fo long 
been abſent; but, ſurpriſed by the ſight of 


Cecilia, * he exclaimed,” without anſwering 


her, „ why qidſt thou fail me? why ap- 
point me to a place thou wert quitting thy- 
ſelf? thou thing of fair profeſſions! thou 
inveigler of — thou vain, deluſive 
promĩſer of; pleaſure!“ 

„Mou (condemn me too baſtily,” ſaid 
Cecilia; if Lfailed in my promiſe, it was 
not owing to caprice or inſincerity, but to 
a real and bitter misfortune which incapa- 


citated me from keeping it. I ſhall ſoon, 


however/—nay, Jam already at your diſ- 

poſal, if you have any commands for me.“ 
I have always,” anfwered he, com- 
mands 
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cealment, made her fear: doing milchief by 


his houſe, was in a ſtate of mind 


£ EE CES +2 29 
mands for the rich, for I have always:com- 
paſſion for the poor... 

« Come to me, hen,, ato Mr. Monck- 
ton's in Soho-Square, ctiedeſhe, and hal- 
tened into her chair, impatient tocend' 4 con- 


ference which ſhe; ſaw edited the wonder 
of the ſervants, and which: alſo ndw drew 


out from the parlour Mr. Hobſon and Mrs. 


Belfield. She then kifſedcher hand to Hlen- 
rietta, and n the ee e 
her home. 3 2] 78er Bett 1144 | CH" N 
It had not been wichout »dificijiey that 
ſhe had reſtrained herſelf from mentioning 


what ſhe knew of: Belfield; When ſhe found 


his mother and-fiſter in a (tate of ſachpain- 
ful uncertainty concerning him. Butcher 
utter ignorance of his plans, joined! tor her 
undoubted knowledge 060 with of Kon- 


officiouſneſs, and think it wiſer, not to be- 


tray what ſne had ſeen of him till better 
informed of his own! views and intentions. 


Yet, willing to ſhorten;/a, ſuſpenee ſo un- 


ealy to them, ſhe: determined totentreat 
Mr. Monckton would endeavour to find 


him out, and. wude him unh, their 
anxiety. | $1590 16 044 1d ee 


That gentle, when: the returned td 
yY No 
means enviable. Miſſing her at tea, he had 
aſked Miſs Bennet where (he Was, And hear. 
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A. little, longer. uſe, 


Tu. 


ing ſhe had Ae r pon he could, ſcarce. 


cones cal LIE 


w.-Wete 


W however, 
ae 0 town, 


2 » * M ende the » 0 8 Miſs Bel- 
lle WI 


„Hit, 50 nding Mr. 
10 Ts 8 by kee 


f 8 by hence 2 came. 
But t vj 1 this | man F was 1 a 


keik ew h her lafery, Fe itt felt”: a armed; 


het e ere bine rom the length of 
time in which The had naw „Jone nothing 
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comparing why new occupation with that J 
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women. 8 bein fo difficult.” 


Mrs, Belfield. She made her communici- i 


| — to his family, he might almoft im- 4 


„ 61 «1242 
c He 18 Well lenous gh,” aid Lady y Mar # 
aret, who, had heard wt w hole 99 mot 

I IF ough, 


Tullen " raeiturhity, * ww" he fo wel 
Jay; and there comes no good from young 


Ty 
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Cecilia, offended by a ſpeech which im. 
plied a rude defire to diſpoſe of her, went 
up ſtairs to her owh room; and Mr. — 
ton, always enraged whey young. m 
Cecilia were all 1. — to in the lame ſen lence, 
retired to his library. | 50. 4 

She" then ordered a chair, and went A 
to Portiand- Street, to folgt. what ſhe had 
offered to Belfietd, and to reviwehis mother 
and ſiſter by the N of the promiſed 2 
interview. © 1 

She found them together: and her intel. 
ligence being of equal Tac to both, 
ſhe did not now repine at the preſence of 2 


tion with the moſt cautious attention to their 
characters, ſoftening the ill ſhe had torclate 
with reſpe& to Belfield's preſent way of 
living, by endeavouring to awaken affection 
and joy. from the proſpect of rhe appreach- 
ing meeting. She counfelled them as much 

poſſible to reſtrain their chagrin” at his 
misfortunes, which he would bur conſtrue 1 
into reproach of his ill management; and 
ſhe repre ſented that When once he was re- 1} 


4 percepribly f 


4 EI A E E HA 49 
9 perceptibly be led into ſome leſs wild and 
more profitable ſcheme of buſineſs. 

= When ſhe had told all the thought 
proper to relate, Eindly interſperfing her 


account with the beſt advice and beſt com- 
fort ſhe could ſuggeſt, ſhe made an end 
of her viſit; for the affffction of Mrs. Bel- 
cd upon hearing the actual ſituation of 
her ſon, was ſo clamorons and unappeaſe- 


able, that, little wondering arBelfield's want 
of courage to encounter it, and having no 
opportunity in ſuch a ſtorm to conſole the 
oft Henrietta, whoſe tears flowed abund - 

antly that her brother ſhoold thus be fallen, 
dhe only promiſed. before ſhe left town to 
fee her again, and beſeeching Mrs. Belfield 


1- 8 co moderate her concern, win glad to leave 


on Y ſon was gone abroad, aànd whether Mrs. 


the houſe, where her preſence bad no o power 
to quiet their diſtreſs.” : 

She paſſed the reſt of the day in fad re- 
flections upon the meeting ſhe was herſelf 
to have the next morning with Mr. Delvile. 
She wiſhed ardently to know whether his 


1 Delvile was recovered; whoſe health, in her 
own letter, was mentioned in terms the moſt 
9 melancholy : yet neither of theſe enguiries 


rue ¶ could ſhe even think of making, ſince rea- 
and ſonably, without them, apprehenlive of ſome 
reproach. 
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M. Monck ton, the next day, as ſoon 
1 breakfaſt was over, went out, to avoid 
ſhowing, even to Cecilia, the anxiety he 
felt concerning the regulation of her for- 
tune, and arrangement of her affairs. He 
ſtrongly, however, adviſed her not to men- 
tion her large debt, which, though con- 
trateU in the innocence of the pureſt be- 
nevolence, would ingur nothing but reproof 
and ek all who,only heard 
of it, when they heard of its inutility. 

At eleven o'clock, though ang hour 
before the time appointed, while Cecilia was 


fitting in Lady Margaret's dreſſing-room, * 
« with {ad civility and an aching head,” ſhe 


was ſummoned to Mr. Briggs inthe arlour. 


He immediately began reproaching her 
with having eloped from him, in the ſum- 
mer, and with the various expences ſhe had 
rauſed him from uſeleſs purchaſes and ſpoilt 3 
proviſions. He, then complained of Mr. 
Delvile, whom he charged with defrauding 8 


him of his dues; but obſerving in the midſt 
6 | 
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CECIDC + 51 
of his railing her dejection of countenance, 
he ſuddenly broke off, and Jooking at her 
with ſome concern, ſaid, what's the mat- 
ter, Ducky? an't well? look as if you. 
could not help it.” * Tt; 

O yes,” cried Cecilia, I thank you, 
Sir, I am very well.” 1 

« What do look ſo blank for, then?“ 
ſaid he, hay ? what are fretting for? 
croſſed in love ?—loſt your ſweet-heart ?”? 

No, no, no,” cried ſhe, with quickneſs. 
Never mind, my chick, never mind,” 
ſaid he, pinching her cheek, with refumed 
good humour, * more to be had; if one 
won't ſnap, another will; put me in a paſſion 
by going off from me with that old grandee, 
or would have got one long ago. Hate 
that old Don; uſed me very ill; wiſh I 
could trounce him. Thinks more of a 
fuſty old parchment than the price of ſtocks; 
Fir for nothing but to be ſtutk upon an old 
monument for a Deatfi's head.“ 47 

He then told her that her accounts were 
all made out, and he was ready at any time 
to produce them; he approved much of 
| her finiſhing wholly with the o Don, who 
had been a mere cypher in the executorſhip z 
but he adviſed her not to think of taking her 


money into her own hands, as he was wil» 
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ling to keep the charge of it himſelf till 
ihe was married, 1 
C 2 Cecilia, 


52 
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Cecilia, thanking him for the offer, ſaid 


ſhe meant now to make her acknowledg - 
ments for allythe trouble he 5 already 
taken; but by no Seen purpaſed to give 
him any More. 

He debated the matter LEY, her warmly, 
told her ſhe had no chance to faye herſelf 
from knaves and cheats, but by truſting to 
nobody but himſelf, and informing ber what 
intereſt he had already made of her money, 
enquired how ſhe, would let about g getting 
more 
Cecilia. though artadiced againſt him 
by Mr. Monckton, knew not how to com- 
bat his arguments; yet conſcious that ſcarce 
any part of the money to which he alluded 
was in fact her own, ſhe could not yield to 
them. He was, however, ſo ſtubborn and 
ſo difficult to deal, with, that the. at length 
let him talk without troubling berſelf to 
anſwer, and privately determined. to beg 
Mr. Monckton would fight ber battle. 
She was not, therefore, diſpleaſed by his 
interruption, thouꝑh very, much furpriſed 
by the fight» of his perſon, when, in the 
midſt of Mir .Briggs's enter Mr. Hobſon 
entered the parlou. 1 
I aſk pardon, ma'am,“ cried he, © if FF 
I intrude z but 1 made free to call upon the 


account of two ladies that are acquaint- 
ances 3 
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ances of yours, that are quite, as one may 


ſay, at their wit's ends.? „ 6 
„What is the mtibr irkthetng Sir * 


" Why, ma' am, no greatiimatter,” but 
mothers are ſoon! frightened, 1hd'when'once 
they are upon the fret, one may bas well talk 
to the boards! they Know no tote of fea- 
ſoning and arguing, than they do of a ſhop 
ledger! however, my maxim is this; every 
body in their way; one has ne more _ 
to expect courageouſneſs from à lady in 
them caſes,” than one” has from a child in 
arms; for what I ſay is, they have not the 
proper uſe of their day: which makes it 
very excuſable. 0% iv ee eee e 
« But what his occaſioned any alarm ? 
nothing g. * ho 53 Ae matter with Miſs 
Belfield?? 909 rſt .nwo 1911 Bt alt ent 
« No, ji” thi God, the young 
lady enjoys her health very well e bot ſhe 
is taking on juſt in the ſame way as her 
mamma, as what can be more natural? 
Example, ma'am, is apt to be eatching, and 


one lady's crying makes another think ſhe 


muſt do the ſame; for à little ch ching ſerves 
for a lady's tears, being they can cry at any 
time: but a man is quite of another nature, 
let him but have a good conſcience, and be 
dlear of the world, and I' engage he'll not 
waſh his face without ſoap! that's what 1 
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„Will, will!” cried Mr. Briggs, “do 
it myſelf! never uſe ſoap; nothing but 
waſte; take a little ſand; does as well.” 
Let every man have his own propo- 
ſal;“ anſwered Hobſon; “for my part, I 
take every morning a large bowl of water, 
and ſouſe my whole head in it; and then 
when I've rubbed it dry, on goes my wig, 


and I am quite freſh and agreeable : and 


then I take a walk in Tottenham Court 
Road as far as the Tabernacle, or there- 
abouts, and ſnuff in a little freſh country 
air, and then I come back, with a good 
wholeſome appetite, and in a fine breathing 
heat, aſking the young lady's pardon ; and 
I enjoy my pot of ' freſh tea, and my 


round of hot toaſt and butter, with as good 


a reliſh as if I was a Prince.” 

Pot of freſh tea,” cried Briggs, © brmg 
2 man to ruin; toaſt and butter! never ſu: 
fer it in my houſe. Breakfaſt on water- 
gruel, ſooner done; fills one up in a ſecond. 


Give it my ſervants; can't eat much of it. 


bob em there!“ nodding fignificantly. 

« Water-gruel!“ exclaimed Mr. Hlob- 
fon, „ why | could not get it down if I 
might have the world for it! it would make 
me quite fick, aſking the young lady's 
pardon, by reaſon I ſhould always think 1 


was preparing for the ſmall-pox. My notion 


is quite of another nature; the firſt thing 1 
| do 
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do is to have a good fire; for what I ſay is 
this, if a man is cold in his fingers, it's 
odds if ever he gets warm in his purſe ! 
ha! ha! warm, you take me, Sir “ I mean 
a pun. Though I ought to aſk pardon, 
for I ſuppoſe the young lady den know 
what Jam a ſaying.” } y 

I ſhould indeed be better pleaſed, Sir,” 
ſaid Cecilia, to. hear what you have to at 
about Mifs Belfield.” | . 

«© Why, ma'am, the thing is 1 we 
have been expecting the young Squire, as 
I call him, all the morning, and he has 
never come; ſo Mrs. Belfield, not knowing 
where to ſend after him, was of opinion he 
might be here. * kindneſs to 
bing and that? 

* You make the enquiry at the wrong 
place, Sir,“ faid Ceciha, much provoked 
by the implication! it conveyed; 7 if Mr. 
Belfield is in; this houſe, your muſe (cck * 
with Mr. Monck ton.“ 

« You take no offence, 1 hope, ma' on 
at my juſt aſking of the queſtion ?: for Mrs. 
Belfield crying, and being in that dilemma, 
I thought 1 could do no leſs than oblige 
her by coming to lee if the young Wee 
man was here.“ 

What's this? what's this ?” cried: Mr, 
Briggs eagerly ; © who are talking of? hay ? 

2 4 __— who 
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ho do mean? is this the ſweet. heart? 
2 ft; - | bid 
No, no, Sir,” cried Cecilia. 

« No tricks! won't be bit! who is it? 
will know ; tell me, I ſay 

ll tell you, Sir,“ Fo Mr. Hobſon ; ; 
„it's a very handſome young gentleman, 
with as fine a perſon, and as genteel a way 
of behaviour, and withal, as pretty a man- 
ner of dreſſing himſelf, and that, as any 
lady need defire. He has no great head 
for buſineſs, as I am told, but "the: ladies 
don't ſtand much upon that topic, being 
they know nothing af it ens hn 29 
Has got the ready?“ cried Mr. Briggs, 
impatiently ; <« can.caſt an account ?: that's. 
the point; can. come down. . bandſomely 


ch 2? 


c Why a8 8 Sir, "how not. bound to 
ſpeak to a gentleman's private affairs. 
What's my own, is my own, and what is 
another perſon's, is another perſon's; that's 

my way of arguing, and that's what I call 
talking to the purpoſe.“ 


% Dare ſay he's a rogue! don't have him, 


chick. Bet a wager i'n't worth two ſhil- 
lings; and that will go for powder and po- 
matum; hate a plaiſtered pate, commonly 
a numſcull: love a good bob jerom.” 


« Why this is talking quite wide of the 


mark, ” ſaid Mr, Hobſon, „to ſuppoſe a 
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young lady of fortunes would marry a man 
with a bob-jerom. What I ſay is, let every 
body toliow their nature; that's the way to 
be comfortable; and fh if they pay every 
one his own, who's d right” to call *em to 
account, whether t! ey wear à bob-jerom, or 
a pig- tail down to the calves of their legs?“ 

« Ay ay,” cried Briggs, ſmeeringly, * 
whether they ſtuff their gullets with hot 
FOUNMS of toaſt and butter.” 

And what if they do, Sir?“ returned 
Nobbi a little angrily; © when a man's 
got above the world, where's the harm of 
living alittle genteel? as to a round of toaſt 
and butter, and a few oyſters, freſh opened, 
by way of a damper before dinner, no man 
need be afhamed of them, provided he pays 
as he goes: and as to living upon water- 
gruel, and fcrubbing one's fieſh with ſand, 
one might as well be a galley-ſlave at once. 
You don t underſtand. lite, Sir, I fee that.“ 

„Do! do! cried” Briggs, ſpeaking 
through his ſhut teeth; you're out there! 
oylters come to rvin, tell you! bring you 
to jail !?? . 

« To jall, Sir pos. ekclitindd” Hobſon, 
this is talking quite ungenteel 1 let every 
man be civil; that's What J ſay,” fot that's 
the way to make every thing agreeable : I 
but as tO telling a man. he'lI go to Jail and 


that, it's tantamount to affronting him.“ 
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A rap at the ſtreet· door gave now a new 
relief to Cecilia, who began to grow very 
apprebenfve left the delight of ſpending 
money, thus warmly conteſfed. with that of 
hoarding it, ſhould give riſe to a quarrel, 
which, between two ſuch ſturdy champions 
for their own opinions, might lead to a con- 
eluſion rather more rough "and violent than 
ſhe defired to witneſs: but when the parlour- 
door opened, inſtead of Mr. Delvile, whom 
ſhe now fully expected, Mr. W made 
his entrance. 

This was rather diſtreſſing, as her real 
bulineſs with her guardians made ir proper 
ber conference with them ſhould be undiſ- 
turbed: and Albany was net a man with 
whom a hint that ſhe was engaged could be 
riſked: but ſhe had made no preparation to- 
guard againſt interruption, as her little ac- 
quaintance in London had prevented her 
expecting any viſitors. 

He advanced with a ſolemn air to Cecilia. 
and, looking as if hardly determined whe- 
ther to fpeak with ſeverity or gentleneſs, 
jaid, once more come to prove thy ſin- 
cerity; now wilt thou go with me where 
forrow calls thee f forrow thy charity can 
mitigate?“ 

« F am very much concerned,” ſhe an- 
ſwered, but indeed at preſent it is utterly 
impoſble.” 


" Again,” 


995 
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« Again,“ cried he, with a look at 
once ſtern and diſappointed, / again thou 
faileſt me? what | wanton trifling why 
fhouldſt thou thus elate a worn-out 2 
only to make it feel its lingering creduhry ? 
or why, teaching me to think I had found 
an angel, fo unkindly undeceive me?“ 

« Jndeed,” ſaid Cecilia, much affected 
by this reproof, « if you knew how heavy 
a loſs I had perſonally ſuffered | 

« | do know it,” cried he, and I 
grieved for thee when I heard it. Thou 
haſt loſt a faithful old friend, a loſs which 
with every ſetting fun thou may'ſt mourn, 


for the riſing ſun will never repair it] but 


was that a reaſon for ſfrunning the duties of 
humanity ? was the ſight of death a motive 
for neglecting the claims of benevolence ? 


ought it not rather to have haſtened your 


fullilling them? and ſhould not your own 
ſuffering experience of the brevity of life, 
have taught you the vanity of all things 
but preparing for its end ? © èe | 

Perhaps ſo, but my grief at chat time 
made me think only of myſelf. * 

And of what elke doſt thou think now? 

Moſt probably of the ſame perſon 
ſtill!“ ſaid ſhe, half ſmiling, “ but yet dekeve 
me, I have real buſmeſs to tranſact.?ꝰ 
Frivolous, unmeaning, ever. ready ex- 
cuſes! what buſineſs is ſo important as the 
relief of a fellow- creature?“ 


„ « x 
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I fhall not, I hope, there,” anſwered 
the, with alacrity, be backward; but at 
leaſt for this morning ! muſt beg to AE 
you my Almoner.“ 1 


She then took out her 5550 
Mr. Briggs and Mr. Hobſon, whoſe 


quarrel had been ſuſpended by the appear- 


ance of a third — wh and who had ſtood 
during this ſhort dialogue. in filent amaze- 
ment, having; firſt loſt their anger in their 
mutual. conſternation, now. loſt their con- 
ſternation in their mutual diſpleaſure: Mr. 
Hobſon felt offended to hear buſineſs ſpoken 
of ſlightly, and Mr. Briggs felt enraged at 
the lib of Cecilia's ready purſe, Neither 
of them, however, kne'y which way to in- 
ferfere, the ſtern gravity of Albany, joined 
to a language too. lofty for their compre- 
henſion, intimidating them both. They 
took, however, the relief of communing. 
with one another, and Mr. Hobſon ſaid in 
a whiſper © This, you mult know, is, I am 
told, a very particular old gentleman z, quite 
what I call a- genius. He comes often to. 
my houſe, to ſee my lodger Miſs, Henny 
Belfield, though I never happened to light 


upon him myſelf, except once in the paſ- 


ſage: but what I hear of him is this; he 
makes a practice, as one may ſay, of going 


about into people's houſes, to do nothing 


but find fault.“ 85 


« Shan't 
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te Shan't get into mine! returned Briggs 
* promiſe, him that! don't half like him 3 5 
be bound he's an old ſharper.” 
Cecilia, mean time, enquired what be 
deſired to have. a 

Half a-guinea, hw anſstered: 

« Will that do???? 

For thoſe who have tha ac he. 
* it is much. Hereafter, you may aſſiſt 
them again. Go but and ſee their diſtreſſes, 
and vo win un to give them every 
ching.“ At. 

Mr. — now, -whan actually between 
her fingers he ſaw the half guinea, could 
contain no longer; he twitched the ſleeve 
of her gown, and pinching her arm, with a 
look of painful eagerneſs, ſaid in a whiſper 
e Don't give it! don't let him have it! 
chouſe him, chouſe him! nothing but an 
old bite!“ 

« Pardon me, Sir,“ fad Cecilia, in a 
low voice, his character is very well 
known to me.” And then, diſengaging 
her arm from him, ſhe preſented. her little 
offering. 

At this ſight, Mr. Briggs was almoſt out- 
rageous, and loſing in his wrath, all fear 
of the ſtranger, he burſt forth with fury 
into the following outcries, “Be ruined ! 
lee it plainly ; be fleeced ! be ſtript ! be 


robbed ! won't have a gown to your back! 
won't 
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won't have a ſhoe to your foot! won't have 
a rag in the world ! be a beggar in the ſtreet! 


come to the pariſh? rot in a jail?—half a 


guinea at a time nn to break the 
Great Mogul ! 


exclaimed Albany, © repineit thou at this 
toan, given from thouſands to thoſe who 
have worſe than nothing? who pay to day 
in hunger for bread they borrowed: yeſter- 
day from pity? who to ſave themſelves 


from the deadly pangs of famine, ſolicit 


but what the rich know not when they poſ- 
ſeſs, and miſs not when they give?“ 

« Anan!” cried Briggs; recovering his 
temper from the perplexity of his under- 
ſtanding, at a diſeourſe to which his ears 
were wholly onaceuſtemed, . bat "Fe 
fay ?“ 

a If to thyſelf diltreſs may cry in vain,” 
continued Albany, if thy own heart reſiſts 
the ſuppliant's prayer, callous to entreaty, 
and hardened in the world, ſuffer, at leaſt, 
a creature yet untainted, who melts at ſor- 
row, and who glows with charity, to pay- 
from her vaſt wealth a generous tax of 
thankfulneſs, that fate has not reverſed her 
doom, and thoſe whom ſhe relieves, relieve 
not her!” | 

„ Anan!” was again all the wondering 
Mr. Briggs could ſay. 

« Pray, 


* Inhuman fpirit of fel6ſh parfimond i” 
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« Pray, ma' am,“ ſaid Mr, Hobſon to 
Cecilia, „if its no. offence, was the Gems 
tleman ever a player??? en 

« | fancy not, indeed!“ ES 

J aſk pardon, then, ma'am; I mean no. 
harm; but my notion was the gentleman 

might be ſpeaking ſomething by heart.“ 

« [s it but on the ſtage, humanity exiſts?“ 
cried Albany, indignantly; Oh thither 
haſten, then, ye monopolizers of plenty 
ye ſelfiſh, unfeeling engroſſers of wealth, 
which ye diſfpate without emoy ing, and of 
abundance, which ye waſte while ye refuſe 
to diſtribute! thither, thither haſte, if there 
humanity exiſts!“ 

« As to engroſſing,” aid Mr. Hobſon, 
happy to hear at laſt a word with which he 
was familiar, “ it's what I never approved 
myſelf, My maxim is this; if a man 
makes a fair penny, without any under- 
hand dealings, why he has as much a title 
to enjoy his pleaſure as the Chief Juſtice, 
or the Lord Chancellor: and its odds but 
he's as happy as a greater man. Though 
what J hold to be beſt of all, is a clear con- 
ſcience, with a neat income of 2 or 3000 A 


year. That's my notion; and I don't 1 
it's a bad one.“ 


* Weak policy of ſhort-ſighted igno- 
rance !” cried Albany, © to with for what, 
if uſed, brings care, and if neglected, re- 
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morſe! have you not now beyond what 


nature craves ?: yp hen Mill ligh for 
more?“ : 20K 9 
_« Why ? cried Mer: 3 hi by une 
of —— — now better to com- 
prehend im. why to buy in, to be ſure! 
ever hear off 3 eh ? know any thing 
of money? 8 f 

„ Still to eo more 11 more,“ cried 
Albany, 4 and; wherefore ? to ſpend in vice 
and idleneſs, or hoard in chearleſs mifery! not 
to give ſuccour to the wretched, not to ſup- 
port the falling; all is for ſelf, however 
little wanted, all goes to added ſtores, or 
added luxury; no fellow- creature ſerved, 
nor even one beggar relieved! 

Glad of it!“ eried Briggs, glad of 


it; would not have 'em relieved; don't 


ike | em; hate a beggar; ought to be all 


whipt; hve upon ſpunging.” 

« Why as to a beggar, I muſt- necks 
ſay,” cried Mr. Hoblon, “ I am by no 
means an approver of that mode of pro- 


eceding; being I take 'em all for cheats: 


for what J lay is this, har a many earns, he 
earns, and it's no man's buſineſs to enquire 
what he ſpends, for a free- born Engliſhman 
is his own maſter by the nature of the law, 
and as to his being a ſubject, why a Duke 
15 no more, . nor a Judge, nor the Lord 
High 1 and the like of thoſe; 
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which makes it - tantamount to nothing, 
being he is anſwerable to nobody by the 
right of Magna Charta: except in caſes of 
treaſon, felony, and that. But as to a beg- 
gar, it's quite another thing; he comes and 
aſks me for money; but what has he to 
ſhew for it? what does he bring me in ex- 
change? why a long ſtory that he i'n't worth 
a penny]! what's that to me? nothing at 
all. Let every man have his n that's 
my way of - arguing.” | 

© Ungentle; mortals!” + coed! ay, 
in wealth exulting; even in inhumanity! 
think you theſe wretched outcaſts have les 
ſenſibility than yourſelves? think you, in 
cold and hunger, they loſe thoſe feelings 
which even in voluptuous proſperity from 
time to time diſturb you? you fay they are 
all cheats ?- 'tis but the. niggard cant of 
avarice, to lure away remorſe from obdu- 
racy. Think you the-naked wanderer begs 
from choice? _ him PRE wealth and 
try.“ 

«© Give, bim 2 whigh 1  eried Briggs, 
ſha'n't have a ſouſe! ſend him to Bridewell! 
nothing but a pauper; hate em; hate em 
all ! full of tricks; break their own legs, 
put out their arms, cut off their fingers, 
inap their own ancles,—all for what? to 


get at the chink! to chouſe us of caſh! 
ought. 


ought to be well flogged ; have 'em all ſent 
to the Thames; worle than the Convicts. 

« Poor ſubterfuge of callous cruelty ! 
you cheat yourſelves, to ſhun the fraud of 
others |, and yet, how better do you uſe the 


wealth. ſo guarded? what nobler purpoſe 


can it anſwer to you, than even a chance 


to ſnatch ſome wretch from ſipking ? think 
leſs how much ye ſave, and more for hat; 
and then conſider how thy full coffers may 
hereafter make reparation, for che er 
catalogue of. thy virtues. 


% Anan!” ſaid Mr. Briggs, again loſt 


in perplexity and wonder. 
Oh yet,” continued Albany, turning 
towards Cecilia, © preach not here the hard- 
neſs which ye practice; rather amend your- 
ſelves than corrupt her; and give with 
liberality what ye ought. to receive with 
gratitude !” ö 

This is not my doctrine, « cried Hob- 
ſon; „] am nat a near man, neither, but 
as to giving at that rate, it's quite out of 
character. I have as good a right to my 
own ſavings, as to my own gettings; and 


what I ſay is this, who'll give to me? let 


me ſee that, and it's quite another thing: 
and begin who will, I' be bound to go on 
with him, pound for pound, or pence for 
pence. But as to giving to them beggars, 
it's what I don't approve; I pay the poor's 
rate, 
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rate, and that's what I call charity enough 
for any man. But for the matter of living 
well, and ſpending one's money hand- 
ſomely, and having one's comforts about 
one, why it's a ching of another nature, 
and I can ſay this for myſelf, amd that is, I 


never grudged myſelf any thing in my 


life. 1 always made myſelf agrecable, and 
lived on the beſt; That's my way.” 

Bad way too,“ cried Briggs, © never 
get on with it, never ſee beyond jour noſe: 
won't be worth a plum while your head 
wags!” then, taking Cecilia apart, hark' ee, 
my duck,“ he added, pointing to Albany, 
*« who is that Mr. Bounce, eh? What 15 
he! d | 

« | have known him but a ſhort time, 
Sir; but I think of him very highly.“ 

*« Is he a good man? that's the | comes is 
he a good man?” _ 

„Indeed he appears to me uncom- 
monly benevolent and charitable; + 

But that Tit the thing; is he warm ? 
that's the point, is he warm? - 

© If you mean paſfonate, ſaid. Cecilia, 
J believe the energy of his manner Is 


merely ro enforce what he ſays.” 


Don't take me, don'ttake me,” crivd 
he, impatiently; “ can come down with 
the ready, that's the matter; can chink the 
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Why I rather fear not by his appear- 
ance; but I know nothing of his affairs.” 

* Wöpgz 19 come for? ch? come a 
„„ 1. .--; | 

Mercy * me, no! ps 

„ What for then? only a ſpunging?' th 

« No, indeed. He. ſeems to have no 
wiſh but to aſſiſt and plead for others.? 

* All, fudge! think he i'n't touched? 
ay, ay; nothing but a trick l only to get 
at the chink : ſee he's as poor as a rat, talks 
of nothing but giving money; a bad ſign! 
if he'd got any, would not do it. Wanted 


to make us come down; warrant thought 


to bam us all! out. there! a'n e ſo. foon 
gulleg,” . 

A knock at the ftreet- door gave now a 
new interruption, and Mr. Delvi e at length 


appeared. 


Cecilia, whom his Gght could not fail to 


diſcancert, felt - doubly diſtreſſed by the 
unneceſſary preſence. of Albany and Hob- 
fon; ſhe regretted the abſence of Mr. 
Monckton, who could eaſily have taken 
them away; for though without ſcruple ſhe 
could herſelf have acquainted Mr. Hobſon 
ſhe had bulineſs, ſhe dreaded offending 
Albany, whoſe elteem ſhe Was ambitious of 
obtaining. 

Mr. Delvile entered the room with an air 


e and erect; he took off his hat, but 
deigned 
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deigned not to make the ſmalleſt inclina- 
tion of his head, nor offered any excuſe to 
Mr. Briggs for being paſt the hour of his 
appointment: but having advanced a few 
paces, without looking either to the right 
or left, faid, “ as 1 have never 'a&ed, my 
coming may not, perhaps, be eſſential; but 
as my name is in the Dean's Will, and 1 
have once or twice met the other executors 
mentioned in it, I think it a duty I owe to 
my own heirs to prevent any poſſible furure 
enquiry or trouble to them.“! 

This ſpeech was directly addreſſed to no 
one, though meant to be attended to by 
every one, and ſeemed proudly uttered as 
a mere apology to himſelf for not having 
declined the meeting. 

Cecilia, though ſhe recovered from her 
contuſion by the help of her averſion: to 
this ſelf-ſufficiency, made not any anſwer. 
Albany retired to a corner of the room; 
Mr. Hobſon began to believe it was time 


for him to depart; and Mr. Briggs think- 


ing only of the quarrel. in which he had 
ſeparated with Mr. Delvile in the ſummer, 
ſtood ſwelling with venom, which he longed 
for an opportunity to ſpit out. 

Mr. Delvile, who regarded this ſilence 
as the effect of his awe- Inſpiring preſence, 
became rather more complacent; but caſt- 
ing his eyes round the "oy and perceiving 

— > 
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the two ſtrangers, he was viſibly ſurpriſed, 
and looking at Cecilia for ſome explanation, 
ſeemed to ſtand :uſpended.trom the * 
of his viſit till he hard dne 

Cecilia, carneſt to have thagbn(ine ofa con- 


cluded, turned to r. Brigge, and ſaid, 
Sir, here is pen and ink: are you to write, | 


or am I? or lat. is ta be done?“ 

na, 
it t'other; all in our turn; don't, come 
before his Grace the Right Honourable 
Mr. Vampus.”  , 

« Before whom, Sir d“ ſaid Mr. Delvile, 
reddening. - we 

«« Betore my Lord Dow Pedigree,” an- 
ſwered Briggs, with a ſpiteful grin, © know 
him? ch? ever hear of ſuch a perſon ?” 

Mr. Delvile coloured {till deeper, but 
turning contemptuouſly from him, diſdained 
making any reply. 

Mr. Briggs, who now regarded him as a 
defeated man, ſaid exultingly to Mr. Hob- 
fon, what do ſtand here for ?—hay ?— 
fall o' your marrowbones ; don't ſee Squire 
High and Mighty?“ 

« As to falling on my marrowbones,” 
anſwered Mr. Hobſon, it's what I ſhall 
-do to no man, except he was the King 
himſelf, or the like of that, and going to 
make me Chancellor of the Exchequer, or 


Commiſſioner of Exciſe, Not that I mean 
the 


laid he, with a ſncer, 6c give 
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the oentleman any offence ; but a man's a 
man, and for one man to — another 
is quite out of law.” 

« Muſt, muſt!” cried Briggs, tell all 
his old orand-dads elle: keeps 'em in a 
roll; locks *em in a cloſer ; lays his prayers 
to em; can't live without 'em: likes 'em 
better than caſh !--wiſh had 'em here! 
pop 'em all in the fink!” — * 

f your intention, Sir,” cried Mr 
Delvile, fiercely, © is only to inſult me, I 
am prepared for what meaſures I ſhall take. 
I declined ſeeing you in my own houſe, that 
I might not be under the ſame reftraint as 
when it was my unfortunate loc to meet 
you laſt.” 

« Who cares?“ cried Briggs, wk an air 
of defiance, © what can do, eh? poke me 
into a family vault?- bind me o' top of an 
old monument? tie me to a ſtinking car- 
caſe? make a corpſe of me, and call it one 
of your famous couſins ?— 

« For heaven's" ſake, Mr. Briggs, 0 
terrupted Cecilia, who ſaw that Mr. Davite, 


trembling with paſſion, ſcarce refrained lift- 


ing up his ſtick, © be appeaſed, and ler us 
finiſh our buſineſs?! FF 
* Albany now, hearing in Cecilia's voice 
the alarm with which ſhe was ſeized, came 
forward and exclaimed, ** whence this un- 
meaning diſſention? to what purpoſe this 
uritating 
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vritating abuſe? Oh vain and fooliſh! live 
ye ſo happily, laſt ye ſo long, that time and 
peace may thus be trifled with ; 

«© There, there!“ cried Briggs, holding 


up his finger at Mr. Delvile, © have it now! 


got old Mr. Bounce upon you! give you 
enough of- it; promiſe you that!“ 

„ Reſtrain,” continued Albany, * this 
idle wrath; and if ye have ardent paſſions, 
employ them to nobler uſcs; let them 
ſtimulate acts of virtue, let them animate 
deeds of beneficence ! Oh waſte not ſpirits 
that may urge you to good, lead you to 
honour, warm you to charity, in poor and 
angry words, in unfriendly, unmanly de- 
bate!“ 

Mr. Delvile, who from the approach of 
Albany, had given him his whole attention, 
was ſtruck with aſtoniſnment at this ad- 
dreſs, and almoſt petrified with wonder at 
his language and exhortations. 

«* Why I muſt own,” ſaid Mr. Hobſon, 
as to this matter I am much of the ſame 
mind myſelf; for quarreling's a thing [ 
don't uphold; being it advances one no 
way; for what I ſay is this, if a man gets 
the better, he's only where he was before, 
and if he gets worſted, why it's odds but 
the laugh's againſt him: fo, if I may make 


bold to give my verdict, I would have one ; 


of theſe gentlemen take the other by the 
hand, 
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hand, and ſo put an end to bad words. 
That's my maxim, and that's 11 I call 
being agreeable.“ N | 
« Mr. Delvile, at the words one: of theſe 
gentlemen take the other by tbe hand, looked 
icorafully upon Mr. Hobſon,” with a frown 
that expreſſed his higheſt indignation, at 
being thus familiarly coupled with Mri 
Briggs. And then, turning from him tq 
Cecilia, haughtily ſaid, Are theſe twat 
perſons,“ pointing towards Albany and 
Elobſon, “ waiting here to be witneſſes to 
any tranſaction :?; | 
_ * Now Sir, no, Cri 1 Hobſon, <6 r 
mean to intrude, I am going directly. 80 
you can give me no inſight, ma' am,“ ads 
dreſling Cecilia, as to where! __ Acht 
upon Mr. Belfield?“ | 5911's 
+ Me? no!” cried ſhe, much pad 
by obſerving that Mr. Delvile nen 
looked at her. 115 
« Well, ma'am, well, I mean no band 
only I hold it that the right way to heaf of 
a young gentleman, is to aſk for him-ofoa 
young lady: that's my maxim. Come, 
Sir,“ to Mr. Briggs, “ you and I had like 
to have fallen out, but what J ſay is this; 
let no man bear malice; that's my way £ 1a 
I hope we part without ill blood?“ . 
Ay, ay;“ ſaid ws . giving: im 
A nod. EDS 24 6) HAM! Fo 


„ p | Well, 


74 K 


Well, then,” added Hobſon, „I hope 
the good-will may go round, and that not 
only you and I, but theſe two good old 

ntlemen will alſo lend a hand.” © 

Mr. Delvile now was at a loſs which way 
to turn for very. rage; but after looking at 
every one with a face flaming with ire, he 
faid to Cecilia, „If you have collected to- 
gether theſe perſons for the purpoſe of af- 
fronting me, I muſt beg you to remember 
I am not one to be aftronted mo impu- 
nity!“ 

Cecilia, half frightened, was beginning 
an anſwer that diſclaimed any ſuch inten- 
tion, when Albany, with the moſt indig- 
Pant energy, called out, © Oh pride of 
heart, with littleneſs of foul! check this 
vile arrogance, too vain for man, and ſpare 
to others ſome part of that lenity thou nou- 
riſheſt for thyſelf, or juſtly beſtow on thy- 
ſelf that contempt thou nouriſheft for 


others!“ 
And with theſe words he ſternly left the 


kobe; 

The thonderftrack Mr. Delvile began 
now to faney that all the demons of tor- 
ment were deſignedly let looſe upon him, 
and his ſurpriſe and reſentment operated 
ſo powerfully that it was only in broken 
ſentences he could expreſs either. Very 


extraordinary !—a new method of conduct 
— ]ibertics 
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liberties to which I am not much uſed! 


 —impertinences I ſhall not haſtily forget, 


treatment that would ſcarce be e 
able to a perion wholly unknown! 
„Why indeed, Sir,” ſaid Hobſon, 1 


can't but ſay it was rather a cut up; but 


the old gentleman is what one may call a 


genius, which makes it a little excuſable; 
for he does things all his own way, and 1 
am told it's the fame thing who he ſpeaks 
to, ſo he can but find fault, and lie? 

« Sir,” interrupted the ſtil] more highly 
offended Mr. Delvile, what you may be 
told is extremely. immaterial to me; and I 
muſt take the liberty to hint to you, a con- 
verſation of this eaſy kind is not what I am 
much 1n practice in hearing.” ; 

„ Str, I aſk pardon,” ſaid Hobſon, © I 
meant nothing but what was agreeabie; 
however, I have done, and | wiſh you goo 
day. Your humble ſervant, ma'am, and 1 
hope, Sir,“ to Mr. Briggs, you won't 
begin bad words again! 5 

0 No, no,“ ſaid Briggs, * ready to make 
Up; aſlhat end; only don't much like Spain, 
that's all!“ winking ſignificantly, “nor 
ant over fond of a eleten!“ 

Mr. Hobſon now retired z; and Mr. De! 
vile and Mr. Briggs, being both vearietl 
and both in haſte to have done, ſettled in 
baut Aye minutes all for which they met, 
2 artet 
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after paſſing more than an hour in agreeing | 
what that was. = . 
Mr. Briggs then, ſaying he had an en-: 
gagement upon buſineſs, declined ſettling WW ; 
His own accounts till another time, but WF 
promiſed to ſee Cecilia again ſoon, and WF 
added, be ſure take care of that old Mr. i 
Bounce! cracked in the noddle; ſee that Fl , 
with half an eye! better not cruſt him! y 
break out ſome day: do you a miſchief!“ 1 
F He then went away : but while the par- u 
| Jour-door was ſtill open, to the no little a 
ſurpriſe of Cecilia, the ſervant announced c 
Mr. Belfield. He hardly entered the room, b 
and his countenance ſpoke haſte and eager- 
neſs. I have this moment, madam.” 8 
he ſaid, © been informed a complaint has 48 
been lodged againſt me here, and I could he 
not reſt till I had the honour of aſſuring de 
you, that though I have been rather dilatory, 
I have not neglected my appointment, nor WWF tin 
has the condeſcenſion of your interference tin 
been thrown away.“ me 
He then bowed, ſhut the door, and ran WW pr 
off. Cecilia, though happy to underſtand co: 
by this ſpeech that he was actually reſtored WF cxc 
to his family, was ſorry at thele repeated 
intruſions in the preſence of Mr. Delvile, WW gar 
who was now the only one that remained. WF ſhe 
She expected every inſtant that he would WF wer 


ring for his chair, which he kept in wait- W 
5 ing; i 
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ing; but, after a pauſe of ſome continaunce, 
to her equal ſurpriſe and diſturbance, he 
made the following ſpeech. © As it is 
probable I am now for the laſt time alone 
with you, ma'am, and as it is certain we 
ſhall meet no more upon buſineſs, I cannot, 
in juſtice to my on character, and to the 
reſpect I retain for the memory of the Dean, 
your uncle, take a final Jeave of the office 
with which he was pleaſed to inveſt me, 
without firſt fulfilling my own ideas of the 
duty it requires from me, by giving you 
ſome counſel] relating to your future ella- 
bliſhment.“ Pa | 

This was not a preface much to enliven 
Cecilia; it prepared her for ſuch ſpeeches 
as ſhe was leaſt willing to hear, and gave to 
her the mixt and painful ſenſation of ſpirits 
depreſſed, with pride alarmed. 

My numerous engagements,” he con- 
tinued, “ and the appropriation of my 
time, already ſettled, to their various claims, 
muſt make me brief in what J have to re- 
pretent, and fomewhat, perhaps, abrupt in 
coming to the purpoſe. But that you will 
excuſe.“ 

Cecilia diſdained to humour this arro— 
gance by any compliments or conceſſions: 
ſhe was ſilent, therefore; and when they 
were both ſeated, he went on. 

* You are now at a time of life when it 

D 3 is 
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is natural for young women to wiſn for ſome 
connection: and the largeneſs of your for- 
tune will remove from you ſuch difficulties 
as prove bars to the pretenſions, in this ex- 
penſive age, of thoſe who poſſeſs not ſuch 
advantages. It would have been ſome plea- 
jure. to me, while | yet conſidered you as 
my Ward, to have ſcen you properly dif- 
poſed of: but as that time is paſt, I can 
only give you ſome general advice, which 
you may follow or neglect as you think fit. 
By giving it, 1 ſhall latistz myſelf; for the 
reſt, I am not reſponſible.” _ 

He pauſed ; but Cecilia felt mw and leſs 
inclination to make uſe of the opportunity 
by ſpeaking in her turn. 

« Yer though, as I juſt now hinted, 
young women of large fortunes may have 
little trouble in finding themſelves eſtabliſh- 
ments, they ought nor, therefore, to trifle 
when proper ones are in their power, nor 
to ſuppoſe themielves equal to any they 
may chance to gefire,” 

Cecilia coloured high at this pointed re- 
prehenſion; but feeling her diſguſt every 
moment encreaſe, determined to ſuſtain her- 
ſelf with dignity, and at leaſt not ſuffer him 
to perceive the triumph of his oftentation 
and rudeneſs. 

« The propoſals,” he continued © of the 


Earl of Ernolf had always my approba- 
tion; 


2 
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tion; it was certainly an in jodged thing 
to neglect ſuch an opportunity of being 
honourably ſettled. The chaufe of the 
name was, to him, immaterial; fince his 
own name half a century ago was unheard 
of, and fince he is himſelf only known by 
his title. He is ſtill, however, J have au- 
thority to acquaint you, perfectly well diſ- 

oſed to renew his application to you.“ 

« I am ſorry, Sir,” ſaid Cecilia coldly, 
% to hear it.“ 

« You have, perhaps, ſome other better 
offer in view?” 

„No, Sir,” cried ſhe, with ſpirit, “ nor 
even in deſire,” 

« Am l, then, to infer that ſome infe- 
rior offer has more chance of your appro- 
bation * 

« There is no reaſon, Sir, to infer any 
thing; I am content with my actual fitua- 
tion, and have, at preſent, neither proſpect 
nor intention of changing it.“ 

“] perceive, but without ſurpriſe, your 


unwillingneſs to difcuſs the ſubject; nor do 
I mean to preſs it: I ſhall merely offer to 


your conſideration one caution, and then 
relieve you from my preſence, Young 
women of ample fortunes, who are early 
independent, are ſometimes apt to preſume 


they may do every thing with impunity 


but they are miſtaken; they are as liable to 
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cenſure as thoſe who are wholly unprovided 
for.” 

hope, Sir,“ ſaid Cecilia, ſtaring, 
« this at leaſt is a caution rather drawn 
from my ſituation than my behaviour?“ 

“] mean not, ma'am, narrowly to go 
into, or inveſtigate the ſubje&t; what I have 
ſaid you may make your own uſe of; I 
have only to obſerve further, that when 
young women, at your time of life, are at 
all negligent of ſo nice a thing as reputa- 
tion, they commonly live to repent it. 

He then aroſe to go, but Cecilia, not 
more offended than amazed, ſaid, „I mult 
beg, Sir, you will explain yourſelf!” 

© Certainly this matter,” he anſwered, 
« muſt be immaterial to me: yet, as! have 
once been your guardian by the nomination 
of the Dean your uncle, 1 cannot forbear 
making an effort towards preventing any 
indiſcretion : and frequent viſits to a young 


35 


man 

„ Good God! Sir,” interrupted Cecilia, 
“ what is it you mean?“ 

&« It can certainly, as I ſaid before, be 
nothing to e, though I ſhould be glad to 
ſee you in better hands: but I cannot ſup- 
pole you have been led to take ſuch ſteps 
without ſome ſerious plan; and I would 
adviſe you, without loſs of time, to think 


better of what you are about.” 
“ Should 


Wi bees 2 


2 


CB Ct LF 81 
«* Should I think, Sir, to eternity,” cried 
Cecilia, 1 could never conjecture what 
you mean”? ? 
«© You may not chuſe,” ſaid he, proudly, 
« to underſtand me; but I have done. If 
it had been in my power to have interfered 
in your ſervice with my Lord Derford, not- 
withſtanding my reluctance to being in- 
volved in any freſh employment, I ſhould 
have made a point of not refuſing it: but 


this young man is nobody,—a very impru- 


29 


dent connection 

«© What young man, Sir?“ 

« Nay, J know nothing of him! it is 
by no means likely I ſhould : but as I had 
already been informed of your attention to 
him, the corroborating incidents of my 
fervant's following you to his houſe, his 


friend's feeking him at yours, and his own 


waiting upon you this morning; were not 
well calculated to make me withdraw my 
eredence to It.” 

„1 it, then, Mr. Belfield, Sir, con- 
cerning whom you draw theſe inferences, 
trom circumſtances the moſt accidental and: 
unmeaning?“ 

It is by no means my practice,“ cried 
he, haughtily, and with evident marks of 
high diſpleaſure at this ſpeech, © to believe 
any thing lightly, or without even unqueſ- 
tionable authority; what once, therefore, I 


Ss. have 
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have credited, J do not often find erro 
neous, Miſtake not, however, what I have 
faid into ſuppoſing l have any objection to 
your marrying; on the contrary, it had 
been for the honour of my family had you 
been married a year ago: I ſhould not then 
have ſuffered the degradation of ſeeing a 
ſon of the firſt expectations in the kingdom 
upon the point of renouncing his birth, 
nor a woman of the firſt diſtinction ruined 
in her health, and broken for ever in her 
conſtitution.” 

The emotions of Cecilia at this ſpeech 
were too powerful for concealment z her 


colour varied, now reddening with indigna- 


tion, now turning pale with apprehenſion 
ſhe aroſe, ſhe trembled and fat down, ſhe 
aroſe again, but not knowing what to ſay 
or what to do, again fat down. 

Mr. Delvile then, making a ſtiff bow, 
wiſhed her good morning. 

« Go not ſo, Sir!” cried ſhe, in falter- 
ing accents; © let me at leaſt convince you 
of the miſtake with regard to Mr. Belfield—“ 

« My miſtakes, ma'am,” ſaid he, with 
2 contemptuous ſmile, © are perhaps not 
eafily convicted: and I may poſſibly labour 


under others that would give you no leſs 


trouble: it may therefore be better to avoid 

any further diſquiſition.“ 
„No, not better,” anſwered ſhe, again 
recovering 


. Ire OE OT 
ates 88 
2 n 


* — 
wer A; TIO <> « * 
" r * * 
IS W e N Nr 
o Seer 


* r 1 * 
5 C IRS IP N N 
1 232 
r 


3 
Roe BY r 12 b 
e 


8 
e 
. 


* 


Ee 83 
recovering her courage from this freſh pro- 
vocation; * 1 fear no diſquiſition; on the 
contrary, it is my intereſt to ſolicit one.“ 

« This intrepidity in a young woman,” 
ſaid he, ironically, “is certainly very com- 
mendable ; and doubtleſs, as you are your 
own miſtreſs, your having run out great 
part of your fortune, is nothing n 
what you have a right to do.“ 

« Me!” cried Cecilia, aſtoniſhed, 6 run 
out great part of my fortune!“ 

« Perhaps that is another mtake ! 1 have 
not often been ſo unfortunate; and you are 
not, then, in debt? 

I n debt, Sir?“ 

« Nay, I have no intention to enquire 
into your affairs, Good morning to you, 
_ ma'am.” 

„ I beg, I entreat, Sir, that you will 
ſtop !—make me, at leaſt, underſtand what 
you mean, whether you deign to hear my 
juſtification or not.” 

O, I am miſtaken, it ſeeras! miſin- 
formed, deceived; and you have neither 
ſpent more than you have received, nor 
taken up money of Jews? your minority 
bas been clear of debts? and your fortune, 
now you are of age, will be tree from in- 
cumbrances ?”? 


Cecilia, who now began to underſtand 
Ds him, 
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him, eagerly anſwered, “do you mean, Sir, 
the money which I took up laſt ſpring ?* 


“O no; by no means, I conceive the 
whole to be a miſtake !“ 

And he went to the door. 

« Hear me but a moment, Sir!“ os 
the haſtily, following him; © ſince 


know of that tranſaction, do not refuſe 8 


liſten to its occaſion; I took up the money 
4 Mr. Harrel; it was all, and ſolely for 
—_ : 
« For Mr. Harrel, was it?“ ſaid he, with 
an air of ſupercilious incredulity ; “ that 


was rather an unlucky ſtep. Your ſervant, 


ma'am.” 
And he opened the door. 
& You will not hear me, then? you will 


not credit me?” cried ſhe in the cruelleſt 


agitation. 
Some other time, ma' am; at preſent 
my avocations are too numerous to * 


me.” 
And again, „ ftify bowing, he 90 to his- 


fervants, who were waiting in the hall, and. 
put himſelf into his chair. . 
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CH A FM 
A SUSPICION. 


CECILIA was now left in a ſtate of 

- perturbation that was hardly to be in- 
dured. The contempt with which ſhe had 
been treated during the whole viſit was 
nothing ſhort of inſult, but the accuſations 
with which it was concluded did not more 
irritate than aſtoniſn her. 

That ſome ſtrange prejudice had been 
taken againſt her, even more than belonged 
to her connection with young Delvile, the 
meſſage brought her by Dr. Lyſter had 
given her reaſon to ſuppoſe: what that pre- 


judice was ſhe now knew, though how ex- 


cited ſhe was ſtill ignorant; but ſhe found 
Mr. Delvile had been informed ſhe had 
taken up money of a Jew, without having 
heard it was for Mr. Harrel, and that he had 
been acquainted with her viſits in Portland- 


Street, without ſeeming to know Mr. Bel- 


field had a ſiſter. Two charges ſuch as 
theſe, ſo ſerious in their nature, and fo diſ- 
tructive of her character, filled her with 


horror and conſternation, and even ſome- 
ö what. 


9 
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what ſerved to palliate his illiberal and in- 
jurious behaviour. 

But how reports thus falſe and thus diſ- 
graceful ſhould be raifed, and by what dark 
work of flander and malignity they had 
been ſpread, remained a doubt inexplica- 


ble. They could not, ſhe was certain, be 
the mere rumour of chance, ſince in both 


the aſſertions there was ſome foundation of 


truth, however cruelly perverted, or baſely 


over- charged. 
This led her to conſider how few people 
there were not only who had intereſt, but 
who had power to propagate fuch calum- 
nies; even her acquaintance with the Bel- 
field's ſhe remembered not ever mention- 
ing, for ſhe knew none of their friends, 
and none of her own knew them. How, 
then, ſhould it be circulated, that ſhe 
„ vilited often at the houſe ?“ how ever be 
invented that it was from her “ attention to 
the young man?“ Henrietta, ſhe was ſure, 
was too good and too innocent to be guilty 
of ſuch perfidy; ; and the young man pra 
ſelf had always ſhewn a modeſty and 
priety that manifeſted his total freedom 4 
the vanity of ſuch a ſuſpicion, and an ele- 
vation of ſentiment that would have taught 
him to ſcorn the boaſt, even if he believed 
the partiality. 
The _ however, had neither been 
ſo 
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ſo modeſt nor ſo rational; ſhe had openly 
avowed her opinion that Cecilia was. in love 
with her ſon; and as that fon, by never 
offering himſelf, had never been refuſed, 
her opinion had received no check of ſuf- 
ficient force, for a mind ſo groſs and literal, 
to change It. - 3 
This part, therefore, of the charge ſhe 

gave to Mrs. Belfield, whoſe officious and 
loquacious forwardneſs ſhe concluded had 
induced her to narrate her ſuſpicions, till, 
ſtep by ſtep, they had reached Mr. Delvile. 
But though able, by the probability of 
this conjecture, to account for the report 
concerning Belfeld, the whole affair of the 
debt remained a difficulty not to be ſolved; 
Mr. Harrel, his wife, Mr. Arnotr, the Jew 
and Mr, Monckton, were the only perſons 
to whom the tranſaction was known; and 
though from five, a ſecret, in the courfe of 
ſo many months, might eaſily be ſuppoſed 
| likely to tranſpire, thoſe five were ſo parti- 
cularly bound to ſilence, not only for her 
intereſt but their own, that it was not un- 
reaſonable to believe it as ſafe among them 
all, as if ſolely conſigned to one. For her- 
ſelf, ſhe had revealed it to no creature but 
Mr. Monckton; not even to Delvile; 
though, upon her conſenting to marry him, 
he had an undoubted right to be acquainted 
with the true ſtate of her affairs; bur ſuch 
had 
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kad been the hurry, diſtreſs, confuſion and 
irreſolution of her mind at that period, 
that this whole circumſtance had been 
driven from it entirely, and ſhe had, ſince, 
frequently blamed herſelf for ſuch want of 


recollection. Mr. Harrel, for a thouſand 
reaſons, ſhe was certain had never named 


it; and had the communication come from. 


his widow or from Mr. Arnott, the motives 
would have been related as well as the debt, 
and ſhe had been ſpared the reproach of 
contracting it for purpoſes of her own 
extravagance. The Jew, indeed, was, to 
her, under no obligation. of ſecrecy, but 
he had an obligation far more binding, —he 
was tied to himſelf. 
A ſuſpicion now aroſe in her mind which 
made it thrill with horror; good God! ſhe 
exclaimed, can Mr. Monckton—” 
She ſtopt, even to herſelf; — ſhe checked 
the idea; ;—ſhe drove it haſtily from her; — 
ſhe was certain it was falſc 5 cruel; . 
hated herſelf for having ſtarted it. 


“ No, cried ſhe, he is my friend, the 


confirmed friend of many years, my well- 
wither from childhood, my zealous coun- 
ſellor and aſſiſtant almoſt from my birth to. 


this hour :—ſuch perfidy from him would 
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not even be human! 
Yet ſtill her perplexity v was . 
the affair was undoubtedly known, and it 


* 
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only could be known by the treachery of 
ſome one entruſted with it: and however ear- 
neſtly her generoſity combated her riſing 
ſuſpicions, ſhe could not wholly quell them; 
and Mr. Monckton's ſtrange averſion to 
the Delviles, his earneſtneſs to break off 
her connexion with them, occurred to her 
remembrance, and haunted her perforce 
with ſurmiſes to his diſadvantage. 

That gentleman, when he came home, 
found her in this comfortleſs and fluctuating 
ſtate, endeavouring to form conjectures upon 
what had happened, yet unable to ſucceed, 
but by ſuggeſtions which one moment ex- 
cited her abhorrence of him, and the next 
of herſelf. 5 

He enquired, with his uſual appearance 
of eaſy friendlineſs, into what had paſſed 
with her two guardians, and how ſhe had 
jettled her affairs. She anſwered without 
heſitation all his queſtions, but her manner 
9 was cold and reſerved, though her com- 
829 munication was frank. 

This was not unheeded by Mr. Monck- 
9 ton, who, after a ſhort time, begged to know 
it any thing had diſturbed her. 

Cecilia aſhamed of her doubts, though 
unable to get rid of them, then endeavoured 
to brighten up, and changed the ſubject ro 
the difficulties ſhe had had to encounter 
from the obſtinacy of Mr. Briggs. 
Mr. 


"Sq # 


eit 


Mr. Monckton for a while humoured 
this evaſion; but when, by her own exer- 
tion, her ſolemnity began to wear off, he 
repeated his interrogatory, and would not 
be ſatisfied without an anſwer. 

Cecilia, earneſt that ſurmiſes ſo inju— 
rious ſhould be removed, then honeſtly, 
but without comments, related the ſcene 
which had juſt paſt between Mr. Delvile 
and herſelf. 

No comments were, . wanting to 
explain to Mr. Monckton the change of 
her behaviour: © I fee,” he cried haſtily, 
„ what you cannot but ſuſpe&; and I will 
go myſelf to Mr. Delvile, and inſiſt upon 
his clearing me.” 

Cecilia, ſhocked to have thus betrayed 
what was paſſing within her, aſſured him 
his: vindication required not ſuch a ſtep, 
and begged he would counſel her how to 
diſcover this treachery, without drawing 
from her concern at it a concluſion ſo of- 
fenſive to himſelf. 

He was evidently, however, and greatly 


diſturbed; he declared his own wonder 


equal to her's how the affair had been be- 
trayed, expreſſed the warmeſt indignation 
at the malevolent inſinuations againſt her 
conduct, and lamented with mingled acri- 
mony and grief, that there ſhould exiſt even 
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the poſſibility of caſting the odĩum of ſuch 
villainy upon himſelf. 

Cecilia, diſtreſſed, perplexed, enFeathien 
at once, again endeavoured to appeaſe him, 
and though a lurking doubt obftinately 
clung to ber underſtanding, the purity of 
her own principles, and the ſoftneſs of her 
heart, pleaded ſtrongly for his innocence, 
and urged her to deteſt her ſuſpicion, though 
to conquer it they were unequal. 

« It is true,” faid he, with an air inge- 
nuous though mortified, © I diflike the 
Delvile's, and have always diſiked them 
they appear to me a jealous, vindictive, and 
inſolent race, and I ſhould have thought I 
| betrayed the faithful regard I profeffed for 
you, had I concealed my opinion when I 
faw you in danger of forming an alliance 
with them; 1 ſpoke to you, therefore, with 
honeſt zeal, thoughtleſs of any enmity I 
might draw upon "myſelf; but though it 
was an interference from which I hoped, 
by preventing the connection, to contribute 
to your happineſs, it was not with a deſign 

to [top it at the expence of your character, — 

a deſign black, horrible and diabolical! a 
des which muſt be formed by a Dæmon, 
but which even a Dzmon could never, I 
think, execute!“ 

The candour of this ſpeech, in which his 
averſion to the Delvile's was openly ack now- 

led ged, 
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ledged, and rationally juſtified, ſomewhat 
quieted the ſuſpicions of Cecilia, which far 
more anxiouſly {ought to be confuted than 
confirmed : ſhe began, therefore, to con- 
clude that ſome accident, inexplicable. as 
unfortunate, had occaſioned the partial diſ- 
covery to Mr. Delvile, by which her own 


goodneſs proved the ſource of her defama- 


tion: and though ſomething ſtil} hung 
upon her mind chat deſtroyed that firm con- 
fidence ſhe had hitherto felt in the friend- 
ſhip of Mr. Monckton, ſhe held it utterly 
unjuſt, to condemn him without proof, 
Which ſhe was not more unable to procure, 
than to ſatisfy herſelf with any reaſon why 
ſo Cediouly he ſhould calumniate her. 

Comfortleſs, however, and tormented with 
conjectures equally vague and afflicting, ſne 
could only clear him to be loſt in perplexity, 
ſhe could only accuſe him to be penetrated 
with horror. She endeavoured to ful- 
pend her judgment till time ſhould deve- 
lop the myſtery, and only for the pieſent 
ſought to finiſh her buſineſs and leave 
London. 

She renewed, therefore, again, the ſub- 
ject of Mr. Briggs, and told him how vain. 
had been her effort to ſettle with him. 
Mr. Monckton inſtantiy offered his ſervices 
in aſſiſting her, and the next morning they 
went together to his houſe, where, after an 

obſtinate 
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obſtinate battle, they gained a complete vic- 
tory: Mr. Briggs gave up all his accounts, 


and, in a few days, by the active interfe- 


rence of Mr. Monckton, her affairs were 
wholly taken out of his hands. He ſtormed, 
and propheſied all ill to Cecilia, but it was 


not to any purpoſe ; he was ſo diſagreeable 


to her, by his manners, and ſo unintelligi- 
ble to her in matters of buſineſs, that ſhe 
was happy to have done with him; even 
though, upon inſpecting his accounts, they 
were all found clear and exact, and his 
deſire to retain his power over her fortune, 
proved to have no other motive than a love 
of money fo potent, that to manage it, even 
for another, gave him a ſatisfaction he knew 
not how to relinquiſh. 

Mr. Monckton, who, though a man of 
pleaſure, underſtood buſineſs perfectly well, 
now inſtructed and directed her in making a 
general arrangement of her affairs. The eſtate 
which devolved to her from her uncle, and 
which was all in landed property, ſhe con- 
tinued to commit to the management of the 
ſteward who was employed in his life-time ; 
and her own fortune from her father, which 
was all in the ſtocks, ſhe now diminiſhed ro 

nothing by ſelling out to pay Mr. Monck- 


ton the principal and intereſt which ſhe 


owed him, and by ſettling with her Book- 
ſeller. 


4 While 
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While theſe matters were tranſacting, 
which, notwithſtanding her eagerneſs to 
leave town, could not be brought into ſuch 
a train as to permit her abſence in leſs than 
a week, ſhe paſſed her time chiefly alone. 


Her wiſhes all inclined her to beſtow it 


upon Henrietta, but the late attack of Mr. 
Delvile had frightened her from keeping 
up that connection, ſince however carefully 
ſhe might confine it to the daughter, Mrs. 
Beificld, ſhe was certain, would impute it 
all to the ſon, 

T hat attack reſted upon her mind, 1n de- 
Hance of all her endeavours to baniſh it; the 
contempt with which it was made ſeemed 
intentionally offenſive, as if he had been 
happy to derive from her ſuppoſed ill con- 
duct, a right to triumph over as well as 
reject her. She concluded, alſo, that Del- 
vile would be informed of theſe calummies, 
yet ſhe judged his generoſity by her own, 
and was therefore convinced he would not 


credit them: but what chiefly at this time 


encreaſed her ſadneſs and uneaſineſs, was 
the mention of Mrs. Delvile's broken con- 
ſtitution and ruined health. She had always 
preſerved for that lady the moſt affectionate 
reſpect, and could not conſider herſelf as 
the cauſe of her ſufferings, without feeling 
the utmoſt concern, however conſcious ſhe 


had not wilfully occaſioned them. 
Nor 
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Nor was this ſcene the only one by which 


her efforts to forget this family were de- 


feated; her watchful monitor, Albany, 
failed not again to claim her promiſe; and 
though Mr. Monckton earneſtly exhorted 
her not to truſt herſelf out with him, ſhe 
preferred a little riſk to the keenneſs of his 
reproaches, and the weather being good on 
the morning that he called, ſhe conſented 
to accompany him in his rambles: only 
charging her footman to follow where- ever 
they went, and not to fail enquiring for her 
if ſhe ſtayed long out of his fight. Theſe 
precautions were rather taken to ſatisfy Mr. 
Monckton than herſelf, who, having now 
procured intelligence of the former diſorder 
of his intellects, was fearful of ſome ex- 
travagance, and apprehenſive for her ſafety. 

He took her to a miſerable houſe in a 
court leading into Piccadilly, where, up 
three pair of ſtairs, was a wretched woman 
ill in bed, while a large family of children 
were playing in the room. 

e See here,” cried he, „ what human 
nature can endure! look at that poor wretch, 
diſtracted with torture, yet lying in all this 
noiſe | unable to (tir in her bed, yet with- 
out any aſliſtant! ſuffering the pangs of 
"_ diſeaſe, yet wanting the neceſſaries of 
x e $29 

Cecilia went up to the bed. fide, and en- 

| quired 
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quired more particularly into the ſituation 
of the invalid; but finding ſne could hardly 
ſpeak from pain, ſhe ſent for the woman of 
the houſe, who kept a Green Grocer's ſhop 
on the ground floor, and delired her to hire 
a nurfe for her ſick lodger, to call all the 
children down ſtairs, and to ſend for an 
apothecary, whoſe bill ſhe promiſed to 
pay. She then gave her ſome money to 
get what neceſſaries might be wanted, and 
ſaid ſhe would come again in two days to 
ſee how they went on. 

Albany, who liſtened to thele directions 
with ſilent, yet eager attention, now claſped 
both his hands with a look of rapture, and 
exclaimed “ Virtue yet lives, —and I have 
found her?“ | 

Cecilia, proud of ſuch praiſe, and ambi- 
tious to deſerve it, chearfully ſaid, where, 
Sir, ſhall we go now?“ 

«© Home;” anſwered he with an aſpect 
the moſt benign; © I will not wear out thy 
pity by rendering woe familiar to it.“ 

Cecilia, though at this moment more diſ- 


- poſed for acts of charity than for buſineſs 


or for pleaſure, remembered that her for- 
tune however large was not unlimited, and 
would not preſs any further bounty for ob- 
jets ſhe knew not, certain that occaſions 
and claimants, far beyond her ability of an- 


ſwering, — but too frequently ariſe 
among 
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among thoſe with whom ſhe was more ean- 
nected, ſhe therefore yielded herſelf to his 
direction, and returned to Soho-Square.. | 

Again, however, he failed not to call at 

the time ſhe had appointed for re-viſiting 
the invalid, - to whom, with much olad- 
neſs, he conducted her. 5 

The poor woman, whoſe diſeaſe was a 
rheumatic fever, was already much better; 
ſhe had been attended by an apothecary 
who had given her ſome alleviating medi- 
cine; ſhe had a nurſe at her bed-ſide, and 
the room being cleared of the children, 
ſhe had had the refreſhment of ſome ſleep. 

She was now able to raiſe her head, and 
make her acknowledgments to her bene 
factreſs; but not a little was the ſurpriſe of 
Cecilia, when, upon looking in her face, 
ſhe ſaid, * Ah, n J have ſeen you 
before! i 

C Cecilia, who had not the ſmalleſt re- 
collection of her, in return deſired to know 
when, or where?“ 

*© When you were going to be married, 
madam, I was the Pew-Opener at 
Church.“ | 

Cecilia ſtarted with ſecret horror, and in- 
voluntarily retreated from the bed; while 
Albany with a look of aſtoniſhment ex- 
claimed, «© Married I- why, then, is it un- 
Known?“ 
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Aſk me not!“ cried ſhe, haſtily; « 
is all a miſtake.” 

« Poor thing!” cried he, © this, en 
is the ſtring thy nerves endure not to have 
touched! ſooner will ! expire than a breath 
of mine ſhall make it vibrate! Oh ſacred ME 
be thy ſorrow, for thou canſt melt at that 4 
of the indigent !” 

Cecilia then made a few general enqui- 
ries, and heard that the poor woman, who 
was a widow, had been obliged to give up 
her office, from the frequent attacks which 
ſhe ſuffered of the rheumatiſm; that ſhe 
had received much aſſiſtance both from the 
Rector and the Curate of — Church, 
but her continual illneſs, with the largeneſs 
of her family, Kept her diſtreſſed in | ſpite 
of all help. 

Cecilia promiſed to conſider what ſhe 
could do for her, and then giving her more 
money, returned to Lady Margaret's. 
Albany, who found that the unfortunate 
recollection of the Pew-Opener had awax- 
ened in his young pupil a melancholy train 
of reflections, ſeemed now to compaſſionate il 
the ſadneſs which hitherto he had reproved, 
and walking filently by her fide till ſhe 
came to Soho-Square, faid in accents of 
kindneſs, © Peace light upon thy head, 
and diſſipate thy woes !” and left her. 

« Ah 
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« Ah when!” cried ſhe to herſelf, * if 
thus they are to be revived for- ver!“ 
Mr. Monckton, who obſerved that ſome- 
thing had greatly affected her, now expoſtu- 
lated warmly againft Albany and his wild 
ſchemes; ** Youtrifle with your own hap- 
pineſs, he cried, © by witneſſing theſe 
ſcenes of diſtreſs, and you will trifle away 
your fortune upon projects you can never 
"fulfil: the very air in thoſe miſerable houſes 
is unwholeſome for you to breathe ; you 
will ſoon be infected with ſome of the dif- 
eaſes to which you ſo incautiouſly expoſe 
yourſelf, and while not half you give m 
charity will anſwer the purpoſe you wiſh, 
vou will be plundered by cheats and ſharp-- 
ers till you have nothing left to beſtow. 
You muſt be more conſiderate for yourſelf, 
and not thus governed by Albany, whoſe in- 
ſanity is but partially cured, and whoſe pro- 
jects are ſo boundlets, that the whole capital 
of the Eaſt India Company would not ſut- 
fice to fulfil them.“ 

Cecilia, though ſhe liked not the feve- 
rity of this remonſtrance, acknowledged 
chere was ſome truth in it, and promiſed to 
be diſcreet, and take the reins into her own 
hands. 

There remained for her, however, no 
other ſatisfaction; and the path which had 
thus been pointed out to her, grew more 


F. 2 and 


ein 


and more alluring every ſtep. Her old 
friends, the poor Hills, now occurred to 
her memory, and ſhe determined to ſee 
herſelf in what manner they went on. 
The ſcene which this enquiry preſented 
to her, was by no means calculated to 
ſtrengthen Mr. Monckton's doctrine, for 
the proſperity in which ſhe found this lit- 
. tle family, amply rewarded the liberality 
| the had ſhewn to it, and proved an irre- 
ſiſtible encouragement. to ſimilar actions. 
Mrs. Hill wept "for Joy in recounting how 
well ſhe ſucceeded, and Cecilia, delighted 
by the power of giving ſuch pleaſure, for- 
got all cautions and promiſes in the gene- 
roſity which ſhe diſplayed. She paid Mrs. 
Roberts the arrears that were due to her, 
ſhe diſcharged all that was owing for the 
children who had been put to ſchool, de- 
fired they might ſtill be ſent to it folely at 
her expence, and gave the mother a ſum 
of money to be laid out in preſents for them 
all. 

To perform her promiſe with the Pew- 
Opener was however more difficult; her 
iI health, and the extreme youth of her 

children making her utterly helpleſs: but 
theſe were not conſiderations for Cecilia to 
deſert her, but rather motives for regarding 
her as more peculiarly an object of charity. 


She found ſhe had once been a clear- 
ſtarcher, 
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ſtarcher, and was a tolerable plain work- 
woman; ſhe reſolved, therefore, to ſend her 
into the country, where ſhe hoped to be 
able to get her ſome buſineſs, and knew 
that at leaſt, ſhe could help her, if unſuc- 
ceſsful, and ſee that her children were 
brought up to uſeful employments. The 
woman herſelf was enchanted at the plan, 
and firmly perſuaded the country air would 
reſtore her health. Cecilia told her only to 
wait till ſhe was well enough to travel, and 

romiſed, in the mean time, -to look out 
ſome little habitation for her. She then 
gave her money to pay her bills, and for 
her journey, and writing a full direction 
where ſhe would hear of her at Bury, took 
leave of her till that time. 

Theſe magnificent donations and deſigns, 
being communicated to Albany, ſeemed a 
renovation to him of youth, fpirit, and 
joy! while their effect upon Mr. Monckton 
reſembled an annihilation of all three ! to 
ſee money thus ſported away, which he had 
long conſidered as his own, to behold thoſe 
fums which he had deſtined for his plea- 


fures, thus laviſhly beſtowed upon beggars, 


excited a rage he could with difficulty con- 
ceal, and an uneaſineſs he could hardly 
endure; and he languiſhed, he ſickened for 
the time, when he might put a period to 


ſuch romantic proceedings. 
* Such 
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Such were the only occupations Which 
interrupted the ſolitude of Cecilia, except 
thoſe which were given to her by actual 
bufineſs; and the moment her affairs were 


in ſo much forwardneſs that they could be 


managed by letters, ſhe prepared for re- 
turning into the country, She acquainted - 
Lady Margaret and Mr. Monckton, with, 


her Alben, and gave orders to her ſervants ; 


to be ready to ſet off the next day, 

Mr. Monckton made not any oppoſition, 
and refuſed himſelf the ſatisfaction of ac- 
company ing her: and Lady Margaret, 
whoſe purpoſe was now anſwered, and who, 
wiſhed to be in the country herſelf, deter- 


mined to follow her. p 
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T HJS matter being ſettled at breakfaſt, 
Cecilia, having but one day more to 
ſpend 1n London, Knew not how to let it 
paſs] without taking leave of Henrietta, 
though ſhe choſe nor again to expole her- 
{elf to the forward inſinuations of her mo- 
ther ; ſhe ſent ker, therefore, a ſhort note, 
begging to ſee her. at Lady Margaret s, and 
acquainting her that the next day ſhe was 
going out of town. 
Henrietta returned the following anſwer. 


To Miſs BEVERLEY, 


Madam, 

My mother is gone to market, and I muſt 
not go out without her leave; I have run to 
the door at every knock this whole week in 
hopes you were coming, and my heart has 
Jumpt at every coach that has gone through 
the ſtreet, Deareſt lady, why did you tell 
me you would come? I ſhould not have 
thought of ſuch a great honour if you had 
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not put it in my head. And now I have 
got the uſe of a room where I can often be 


alone for two or three hours together. And 


fo I ſhall this morning, if it was poſſible my 
dear Miſs Beverley could come. But I don't 
mean to be teafing, and I would not be im- 


pertinent or encroaching for the world; but 


only the thing is I have a great deal to ſay 
to you, and if you was not ſo rich a lady, 
and fo much above me, I am ſure I ſhould 
love you better than any body in the whole 
world, almoſt; and now I dare ſay I ſhan't 
ice you at all; for it rains very hard, and 


my mother, I know, will be ſadly angry if 
Taſk to go in a coach. O dear! I don't 


know what I can do! for it will half break 
my heart, if my dear Miſs Beverley ſhould 
go out of town, and I not ſee her 53 
Jam, Madam, 4 

with the greateſt reſpectfulneſs, 
your moſt humble ſervant, 


HENRIETTA BELFIELD. 


This artleſs remonſtrance, joined to the 
intelligence that ſhe could ſee her alone, 
made Cecilia inſtantly order a chair, and go 
herſelf to Portland-ſtreet : for ſhe found by 
this letter there was much doubt if ſhe could 
otherwiſe ſee her, and the earneſtneſs of 


Henrietta made her now not endure to diſ- 


appoint her. She has much, cried ſhe, 
| tO 
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to ſay to me, and I will no longer refuſe to 
hear her; ſhe ſhall unboſom to me her 
gentle heart, for we have now nothing to 
fear from each other. She promiſes herſelf 
pleaſure from the communication, and 
doubtleſs it muſt be ſome relief to her. Oh 
were there any friendly boſom, in which I 
might myſelf confide ! — happier Henriet- 
ta! leſs fearful of thy pride, leſs tenacious 
of thy dignity ! thy ſorrows at leaſt ſeek 
the conſolation of ſympathy,— mine, alas! 
fettered by prudence, muſt fly it!? 

She was ſhewn into the parlour, which 
ſhe had the pleaſure to find empty ; and, in 
an inſtant, the warm-hearted Henrietta was 
in her arms. This is ſweet of you indeed,” 
cried ſhe, ** for I did not know how to aſk 
it, though it rains ſo hard I could not have 
walked to you, and I don't know what 1 
ſhould have done, if you had gone away and 
quite forgot me.” 

She then took her into the back parlour, 
which ſhe ſaid they had lately hired, and, as 
it was made but little uſe of, ſhe had it al- 
moſt entirely to herſelf, 

There had paſſed a ſad ſeene,. ſhe told 
her, at the meeting with her brother, though 
now they were a little more comfortable ; 
yet, her mother, ſhe was ſure, would never 
be at reſt till he got into. ſome higher way 
ot life; © And, indeed, I have ſomg hopes,” 
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ſne continued, that we ſhall be able by 
and bye to do fomething better for him; 
for he has got one friend in the world, yet, 
thank God, and ſuch a noble friend in 
deed I believe he can do whatever he pleaſes 
for him, — that is I mean I believe if he was 
to aſk any thing for him, there's nobody 
would deny him, And this is what I want- 
ed to talk to you about.“ 

Cecilia, who doubted not but ſhe meant 
Delvile, ſcarce knew how to preſs the ſub- 
ject, though ſhe came with no other view: 
Henrietta, however, too eager to want ſoli- 
citation, went on. 

% But the queſtion is whether we ſha} hs 
able to prevail upon my brother to accept 
any thing, tor he grows more and more un- 
willing to be obliged, and the reaſon is, 
that being poor, he is afraid, 1 believe, 
people ſhould think he wants to beg of 
them: though if they knew him as well as 
I do, they would not long think that, for | 8 
am fure he would a great deal rather be a 
ſtarved to death. But indeed, to ſay the 
truth, I am afraid he has been ſadly to 
blame in this affair, and quarrelled when 
there was no need to be affronted, for I 
have ſeen a gentleman who knows a great 
deal better than my brother what people 
mobld do, and he ſays he took every thing 
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wrong that was done, all the time he was at 
Lord Vannelt's.“ 

« And how. does this gentleman know 
it? 97 | 

« © becauſe he went himſelf to enquire 
about it; for he knows Lord Vannelt very 
well, and it was by his means my brother 
came acquainted with him. And this gen- 
tleman would not have wiſhed my brother 
to be-uſed ill any more than I ſhould my- 
ſelf, ſo I am ſure 1 may believe what he 
ſays. But my poor brother, not being a 
lord himſelf, thought every body meant to 
be rude to him, and becauſe he knew he 
was poor, he fuſpected they all behaved 
diſreſpectfully to him. But this gentleman 
gave me his word that every body Iiked him 
and eſteemed him, and if he would not 
have been ſo ſuſpicious, they would all 
have done any thing for him in the world.“ 

% You know this gentleman very well, 
then?“ 

O no, madam ! © ſhe anſwered haſtily,” 
I don't know him at all! he only comes 
here to fee my brother; it would be very 
impertinent for me to call him an acquaih- 
tance of mine.” 

'© Was it before your brother, then, he 


held this converſation with you; = 


O no, my brother would have been 
E 6 affronted 
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affronted with him, too, if he had ! but he 
called here to enquire for him at the time 
when he was loſt to us, and my mother 
quite went down upon her knees to him to 
beg him to go to Lord Vannelt's, and make 
excuſes for him, if he had not behaved pro- 
perly : but if my brother was to know this, 
he would hardly ſpeak to her again! fo 
when this gentleman came next, I begged 
him not to mention it, for my mother hap- 
pened to be out, and ſo I ſaw him alone.“ 

And did he ſtay with you long?“ 

„No, ma'am, a very ſhort time in- 
deed; but I aſked him queſtions all the 
while, and kept him as long as I could, 
that I might hear all he had to ſay about 
my brother.” a oY 

* Have you never ſeen him fince ?” 

t No, ma'am, not once! I fuppote he 
does not know my brother is come back to 


us, Perhaps when he does, he will call.” 


Do you wiſh him to call?“ 

% Me?” cried ſhe, bluſhing, © a little; 
ſometimes I do ;—for my brother's ſake.” 

* For your brother's ſake ! Ah my dear 
Henrietta !——burt tell me, — or don't tell 
me if you had rather not, - did I not once 


ſee you kiſſing a letter ? perhaps it was 


from this ſame noble friend?“ 
It was not a letter, madam,” ſaid ſhe, 
looking 
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looking down, © it was only the cover of 
one to my brother,” „ 

The cover of a letter only - and that 
to your brother: is 1t poſſible you could 
ſo much value it?“ | 52 5 

Ah madam! You, who are always 
uſed to the good and the wiſe, who ſee no 
other ſort of people but thoſe in high life, 
you can have no notion how they ſtrike thoſe 
that they are new to! but I who ſee 
them ſeldom, and who live with people fo 
very unlike them — Oh you cannot gueſs 
how ſweet to me is every thing that belongs 
to them! whatever has but once been 
touched by their hands, J ſhould like to 
lock up, and keep for ever! though if I 
was uſed to them, as you are, perhaps I 
might think leſs of them.“ 

Alas! thought Cecilia, who by them 
knew ſhe only meant him, little indeed 
would further intimacy protect you! | 

We are all over-ready,” continued 
Henrietta, „to blame others, and that is 
the way I have been doing all this time my- 
ſelf; but I don't blame my poor brother 
now for living ſo with the great as I uſed 
to do, for now I have ſeem a little more of 
the world, I don't wonder any longer at his 
behaviour: for I know how it is, and I ſee 
that thoſe who have had good: educations, 


and 
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and kept great company, and mixed with 
the world, —O it is another thing they 
ſeem quite a different ſpecies they are ſo 
gentle, ſo ſoft-mannered ! nothing comes 
rom them but what is meant to. oblige ! 


they ſeem as if they only lived to give plea- 


ſure to other people, and as if they never 
thought at all of themſelves |? _ 
« Ah Henrietta!“ ſaid Cecilia, ſhaking 


her head, © you have caught the enthuſi- 


aim of your brother, though you ſo long 
condemned it | Oh have a care leſt, like 


him alſo, you find it as pernicious as it is 


alluring ! 


There is no danger for me, madam,” 
anſwered ſhe, © for the people I ſo much 


admire are quite out of my reach, I hardly 


ever even ſee them; and perhaps it may ſo 


happen I may ſee them no more!“ 
Abe people ?” ſaid Cecilia, ſmiling, 


“ are there, then, many you ſo much dif- 
tinguiſn?“ 


* Oh no indeed!” cried ſhe, eagerly, 


there is only one | there can be— I mean 


there are only a few—“ ſhe checked herſelf, 


and ſtopt. 
* Whoever you admire,” cried Cecilia, 


ce your admiration cannot but honour: yet 


indulge it not too far, leſt it ſhould wander 


trom your heart to your Peace, and make 
you wretched for lite,” 
cc Ah 
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«© Ah madam !—-I ſee you know who is 
the particular perſon I was thinking of! 


but indeed you are quite miſtaken it you 


ſuppoſe any thing bad of me! 
& Bad of you | I cried Cecilia, embracing 


her, 1 "as think ſo well of any one!“ 


* But I mean, madam, if you think 1 
forget he is ſo much above me. But in- 
deed I never do; for I only admire him for 
his goodneſs to my brother, and never think 
of him at all, but juſt by way of comparing 
him, ſometimes, to the other people that I 
ſee, becauſe he makes me hate them ſo, that 
I wiſh I was never to ſee them again.“ 

His acquaintance, then,” ſaid Cecilia, 


has done you but an ill office, and happy 


it would be for vou could you forget bo had 
ever made it. | 
% O, I ſhall never Io that! for the more 
I think of him, the more I am out of hu- 
mour with every body elſel O Miſs Be- 
verley | we have a ſad acquaintance indeed! 
I'm {ure I don't wonder my brother was ſo 
aſhamed of them. They are all fo rude, 
and fo free, and put one ſo out of counte- 
nanc2,—O how different is this perſon you 
are thinking of ! he would not diſtreſs any 
body, or make one aſhamed for all the 
world! You only are like him! always 
gentle, always obliging | —— ſometimes I 
chink you muſt be his ſiſter — once, too, I 
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A deep ſigh eſcaped Cecilia at this 
ſpeech; ſhe gueſſed too well what ſhe might 
have heard, and ſhe knew too well how it 


might be contradicted. 
* Surely, you cannot be unhappy, Miſs 


Beverley!“ ſaid Henrietta, with a look of 


mingled ſurpriſe and concern. 
% I have much, I own,” (cried Cecilia, 


aſſuming more chearfulnefs, * to be thank- 
ful for, and I endeavour not to forget it.” 


Cc O how often do I think,” cried Hen» 


rietta, that you, madam, are the happieſt 
perſon in the world | with every thing at 


your own diſpofal,—with every body in love 


with you, withall the money that you can 
wiſh for, and ſo much ſweetneſs that no- 
body can envy you it! with power to keep 


juſt what company you pleaſe, and every 
body proud to be one of the number Oh 
if I could chuſe who I would be, I ſhould 
ſooner ſay Miſs Beverley than any princeſs 


in the world!“ 
Ah, thought Cecilia, if ſuch is my ſitua- 


tion, —how cruel that by one dreadful blow 
all its happineſs ſhould be thrown away! 

* Were I a rich lady, like you,” 
tinued Henrietta, and quite in my own 
power, then, indeed, I might ſoon think of 
nothing but thoſe people that J admire! 
and that makes me often wonder that you, 
madam, who are juſt ſuch another as him- 


ſelf 


con- 
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ſetf—— but then, indeed, you may ſee fo 
many of the ſame ſort, that juſt this one 
may not ſo much ſtrike you : and for that 
reaſon I hope with all my heart that he will 
never be married as long as he lives, for as 
he muſt take ſome lady in juſt ſuch high 
life as his own, I ſhould always be afraid 
that ſhe would never love him as ſhe ought 
to do!“ 
He need not now be ſingle, thooghe Ce- 
cilia, were that all he had cauſe to appre- 
hend! 
] often think,” added Henrietta te that, 
the rich would be as much happier for mar- 
Tying the poor, as the poor for marrying the 
rich, for then they would take ſomebody 
that would try to deſerve their kindneſs, 
and now they only take thoſe that know 
they have a right to it. Often and often 
have I thought ſo about this very gentle- 
man! and ſometimes when I have been in 
his company, and ſeen his civility and his 
ſweetneſs, I have fancied I was rich and 
grand myſelf, and it has quite gone out of 
my head that I was nothing but poor Hen- 
rietta Belfield !* 
% Did he, then,” cried Cecilia a little 
alarmed, ever ſcek to ingratiate himſelf 
into your favour ?” 
* No, never! but when treated with fo 
much ſoftneſs, *tis hard always to remember 
| ones 
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ones meanneſs! You, madam, have no no- 
tion of that #aſk : no more had I myſelf till 
Jately, for I cared not who was high, nor 
who. was low : but now, indeed, I muſt 
own I have ſometimes wiſhed myſelf richer ! 
yet he aſſumes ſo little, that at other times, 
J have almoſt. forgot all diſtance between 
us, and even thought . Oh Foalith 
thought! 

« Pell it, ſweet Henrietta, however 6. 

T Till tell you, madam, every thing! 
for my heart has been burſting to open it- 
ſelf, and nobody have I dared truſt. I have 
thought, then, I have ſometimes thought, — 
my true affection, my faithful fondneſs, 

my glad obedience, might make him, if 
be did but know them, happier in me than 
in a greater lady!“ 

Indeed,“ cried Cecilia, extremely af- 
fected by this plaintive Tony ons «© I be- 
lieve it — and were I him, I could not, I 
think, heſitate a moment in my choice [> 

Henrietta now, hearing her mother com- 
ing in, made a ſign to her to be ſilent; but 
Mrs. Belfield had not been an inſtant in the 
paſſage, before a thundering knocking at 
the ſtreet-door occaſioned it to be inſtantly 
re-opened. A ſervant then enquired it Mrs. 
Belfeld was at home, and being anſwered by 
herſelf in the affirmative, a chair was brought 
into the houſe. : 

But 
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But what was the aſtoniſhment of Cecilia, 
when, in another moment, ſhe heard from 
the next parlour the voice of Mr. Delvile 
ſenior, ſaying, © Your ſervant, ma am; 
Mrs. Belfield, 1 preſume ?” 

There was no occaſion, now, to make a 
ſign to her of ſilence, for her own amaze- 
ment was ſufficient to deprive her of ſpeech. 

« Yes, Sir,” anſwered Mrs. Belfield; 
e but 1 ſuppoſe, Sir, you are ſome gentle 
man to my 

No, madam,” he returned, my buſi⸗ 
neſs is with yourſelf,” 

Cecilia now recovering from her ſurpriſe, 
determined to haſten unnoticed out of the 
houſe, well knowing that to be ſeen in it 
would be regarded as a confirmation of all . 
that he had aſſerted. She whit; pered, there- 
fore, to Henrietta, that ſhe — inſtantly : 
run away, but, upon ſoftly opening the 
door leading to the paſſage, ſhe found Mr. 
Delvile' 8 chairmen, and a footman there in 
waitin 

She cloſed it again, irreſolute what to do: 
but after a little deliberation, ſne concluded 
to out- ſtay him, as ſhe was known to all his 
lervants, who would not fail to mention - 
ſeeing her; and a retreat ſo private was worſe 
than any other riſk. A chair was alſo in wait- ' 
ing for herſelf, but it was a hackney one, 
and ſhe could not be known by it; and her 
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footman ſhe had fortunately diſmiſſed, as 
he had buſineſs to tranſact for her journey 
next day. 

Mean-while the thinneſs of the partition 
between the two parlours made her hearing 
every word that was ſaid unavoidable. 

I am ſure, Sir, I ſhall be very willing 
to oblige you,” Mrs. Belfield anſwered ; 
but pray, Sir, what's your name?“ 

* My name, ma'am,” he replied, in a 
rather elevated voice, I am ſeldom oblig- 
ed to announce myſelf; nor is there any 
preſent neceflity I ſhould make it known. 
It is ſufficient T afſure you, you are ſpeaking 
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* to no very common perſon, and probably = 


pas to one you will have little chance to meet 
= with again.” 
1 But how can I tell your buſineſs, Sir, 
* if ] don't fo much as know your name?“ 
My buſineſs, madam, I mean to tell 
7 myſelf; your affair is only to hear it. I 
1 have ſome queſtions, indeed, to aſk, which 
= I muſt trouble you to anſwer, but they will 
5 ſufficiently explain themſelves to prevent 
26 any difficulty upon your part. There is nd 
W need, therefore, of any introductory cere- i 
"my monial.“ 
5 * Well, Sir,” ſaid Mrs. Belfield, wholly 
* inſenſible of this ambiguous greatneſs, ** if. 
* you mean to make your name a ſecret.“ 
= - Few names, I believe, ma*am,” = 
by | e ; 
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ed he, haughtily, have leſs the adyan- 
tage of ſecrecy than mine ! on the contrary, 
this is but one among a very few houſes in 
this town to which my perſon. would not 
immediately announce it. That, however, 
is immaterial ; and you will be ſo good as 
to reſt ſatisfied with my aſſurances, that the 


_ perſon with whom you are now converſing, 


will prove no diſgrace to your character,” 
Mrs. Belfield, overpowered, though hard- 


ly knowing with what, only ſaid he was very 


welcome, and begged him to fit down. 
Excuſe me, ma'ain,” he anſwered, 
My buſineſs is but of a moment, and my 
avocations are too many to ſuffer my in- 
fringing that time. You ſay you have a 
ton ; I have heard of him, alſo, ſomewhere 


before; pray will you give me leave to en- 


quire I don't mean to go deep into the 
matter,— but particular family occurrences 
make it eſſential for me to know, —whether 
there is not a young perſon of rather a ca- 
pital fortune, to whom he is ſuppoſed to 


make propoſals ?” 


« Lack-a-day, no, Sir be anſwered Mrs. 
Bel field, to the infinite relief of Cecilia, who 
inſtantly concluded this queſtion referred 


to herſelf. 


I beg your pardon, then; good morn- 
ing to you, ma' am,“ ſaid Mr. Delvile, in a 
tone that ſpoke his diſappointment; but 

J | added 
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added And there is no ſuch young per- 
jon, you ſay, who favours his pretenſions?“ 
„Dear Sir,” cried ſhe, © why there's 
nobody he'll ſo much as put the queſtion 
to! there's a young lady at this very time, 
a great fortune, that has as much a mind to 
him, I tell him, as any man need deſire to 
fee; but there's no making him think it! 
though he has been brought up at the uni- 


verfity, and knows more about all the 


things, or as much, as any body in the 
king's dominions.“ 

e O, then,” cried Mr, Delvile, in a voice 
of far more complacency, ** it is not on the 
ſide of the young woman that the difficulty 
ſeems to reſt ?”? 

Lord, no, Sir! he might have had her 
again and again only for aſking ! She came 
after him ever ſo often; but being brought 


up, as I ſaid, at the univerſity, he thought 


he knew better than me, and ſo my preach- 


ing was all as good as loſt upon him.” 


The conſternation of Cecilia at theſe 
ſpeeches could by nothing be equalled but 


the ſhame of Henrietta, who, though ſhe 


knew not to whom her mother made them, 


felt all the diſgrace and the ſhock-of them 


herſelf. „ 
* I ſuppoſe, Sir,“ continued Mrs. Bel- 


Held, © you know my ſon ?” 


* No, ma'am; my acquaintance is —— 
not very univerſal.“ 

Then 
8 9 
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«© Then, Sir, you are no- jadge how well 
he might make his own terms. And as to 


this young lady, ſhe found him out, Sir, 


when not one of his own natural friends 
could tell where in the world he was gone! 
She was the firſt, Sir, to come and tell me 
news of him, though I was his own mother ! 
Love, Sir, is prodigious for quickneſs"! it 
can ſee, I ſometimes think, through bricks 
and mortar, Yet all this would not do, he 
was ſo obſtinate not to take the hint 1”. 
Cecilia now felt ſo extremely provoked, 


ſhe was upon the point of burſting in upon 


them to make her own vindication; but as 


her paſſions, though they tried her reaſon 


never conquered it, ſhe reſtrained herſelf 
by conſidering that to iffue forth from a 
room in that houſe, would do more towards 
ſtrengthening what was thus boldly aſſert- 
ed, than all her proteſtations could have 
chance to deſtroy. A 


« And as to young ladies themſelves,” 


:ontinued Mrs. Belfield, ©* they know no 
more how to make their minds known than 
a baby does: ſo I ſuppoſe he®Il ihilly ſhally 
till ſomebody elſe will cry ſnap, and take 
her. It is but a little while ago that it was 
all the report ſhe was to have young Mr. 
Delvile, one of her guardians ſons.“ 

*] am ſorry report was ſo impertinent,“ 


cried Mr, Delvile, with much diſpleaſure; 


=_ 
«© young 


» 
oo 
LM 
* 

* 
_ 
* 

9 


120 CEE CT 1») Er 


«young Mr. Dilvile i is not to be diſpoſed 


of with ſo little ceremony; he knows bet- 
ter what is due to his family,” 

Cecilia here bluſhed — indignation, 
and Henrietta ſighed from deſpondency. 

* Lord, Sir,” anſwered Mrs. Belfield, 
ce what ſhould his family do better ? I ne- 
ver heard they were any ſo rich, and I dare 
ſay the old gentleman, being her guardian, 
took care to put his fon enough in her way, 
however it came about that they did not. 
make a match of it : for as to old Mr. Del- 
vile, all the world fays ——*? 

« Allthe world takes a very great liber- 
ty,” angrily interrupted Mr. Delvile, “ in 
laying any thing about him: and you will 
excuſe my informing you that a perſon of 
his rank and conſideration, is not lightly to 
be mentioned upon every little occaſion 
that occurs.” | 

Lord, Sir,” cried Mrs. Belfield, ſome- 
what ſurpriſed at this unexpected prohibi- 
tion, I don't care for my part it I never 
mention the old gentleman's name again |! I 
never heard any good of him in my lite, for 
they ſay he's as proud as Luciter, and- no- 
body knows what it's of, for they ſay — 

« They ſay ?“ cried he, firing with rage, 
* and ho are they? be ſo good as inform 
me that?“ 

Lord, every body, Sir! it's his com- 
mon character. 


** Then 


GPH ww 


Then every body is extremely inde- 
cent,” ſpeaking very loud, © to pay no 
more reſpect to. one of the firſt families in 
England. It is a licentiouſneſs that ought 
by no means to be ſuffered with impunity.” 

Here, the ſtreet- n being kept open by 
the ſervants in waiting, a new ſtep was heard 
in the paſſage, which Henriette leneneciiately 
knowing, turned, with uplifted hands to 
Cecilia, and whiſpered, ( How unlucky ! 


it's my brother! I though the would not 


have returned till night!“ 
« Surely he will not come in here * re. 
whiſpered Cecilia, t 
But, at the ſame moment, "fe! opened the 


door, and entered the room. He was im- 


mediately beginning. an apology, and ſtart- 


ing back, but Henrietta catching him by 


the arm, rold him in a low voice, that ſhe 
had made ule of his room becauſe ſhe had 
thought him engaged for the day, but 


begged him to keep ſtil! and quiet, as the 


ſcalk noife would diſcover them. 

Belfield then ſtopt; but the embarraſi- 
ment of Cecilia was extreme; to find her- 
telf in his room after the ſpeeches ſhe had 
heard from his mother, and- to continue 
with him in it by connivance, when ſhe 
«new ſhe had been repreſented as quite at 
1415 tervice, diſtreſſed and provoked her im- 
meaſurably; and ſhe felt very angry with 

S F Henrietta 
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Henrietta for not ſooner. informing her 


whoſe apartment ſhe had borrowed. Yet 
now to remove, and to be ſeen, was not to 
be thought of; ſhe kept, therefore, fixed te 
her ſeat, though changing colour every mo- 
ment from the variety of her, emotions. 

During this painful interruption ſhe loſt 
Mrs. Belfield's next anſwer, and- another 
ſpeech or two from Mr. Delvile, to whoſe 
own paſſion and loudneſs was owing Bel- 
field's entering his room unheard : but the 
next voice that called their attention was 
that of Mr. Hobſon, who juſt then walked 
into the parlour, 

« Why what's to do here?” cried he, 


facetiouſly, © nothing but chairs and livery 


ſervants! Why ma' am, what is this your 
rout day? Sir your moſt humble ſervant, I 
aſk pardon, but I did not know you at firſt, 
But come, ſuppoſe we were all to ſit down? 
Sitting's as cheap as ſtanding, and what I 
ſay is this; when a man's tired, it's more 
agreeable,” 

_ ** Have you any thing further, ma'am,” 
ſaid Mr. Delvile, with great ſolemnity, © to 
communicate to me?“ 
7? No, Sir,” ſaid Mrs. Belfield, rather 
angrily,” , it's no buſineſs of mine to be 
communicating myſelf to a gentleman that 
I don't know the name of, Why, Mr. 
Hobſon, how come you to know the gen- 
teman ?” 


cc To 


c, iE 
«© To know me!” repeated Mr. Delvite, 


ſcornfully. 77 3 
« Why I can't ſay much, ma' am,“ an- 
ſwered Mr. Hobſon, * as to my knowing 
the gentleman, being I have been in his 
company but once; and what I ſay is, to 
know a perſon if one leaves but a quart in 
a hogſhead, it's two pints too much. That's 
my Rotion, But, Sir, that was but an un- 
gain buſineſs at Squire Monckton's Yother 
morning. Every body was nc-how, as one 
may ſay. But, Sir, if I may be fo tree, pray 
what is your private opinion of that old gen- 
tleinan that talked ſo much out of the 
way?“ ts 
My private opinion, Sir?“ 
« Yes, Sir; I mean if its no ſecret, for 
as to a fecret, I hold 1t's what no man has a 
right to enquire into, being of its own na- 
ture 1t's a thing not to be told. Now as to 
what I think myſelf, my doctrine is this; 
I am quite of the old gentleman's mind 
about ſome things, and about ethers I hold 
him to be quite wide of the mark. But as to 
talking in ſuch a whiſky friſky manner that 
nobody can underſtand him, why it's tanta- 
mount to not talking at all, being he might 
as well hold his tongue. That's what J lay. 
And then as to that other article, of abuſing 
a perſon tor not giving away all his lawful 
oats to every cripple in the ſtreets, juſt 
F2 becauſe 
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becauſe he happens to have but one leg, or 
one eye, or ſome ſuch matter, why it's 


Knowing nothing of buſineſs! it's what 1 
call talking at random.“ 


When you have finiſhed, Sir,” ſaid 
Mr. Delvile, oy you” will be ſo good to let 


me know.” 


I don't mean to intrude, Sir; that 8 


not my way, fo if you are upon buſi- 
neſs 


„ What elſe, Sir, could you ſuppoſe 


brought me hither ? However, I by no 
means purpoſe any diſcuſſion, I have only 


a few words more to ſay to this gentlewo- 
man, and as my time is not wholly inconſe- 


quential, I ſhould not be ſorry to have an 
early opportunity of being heard.” 


+ I ſhall leave you with the lady directly, 


Sir; for I know buſineſs better than to in- 


terrupt it: but ſeeing chairs in the entry, 


my notion was I ſhould fee ladies in the par- 
lour, not much thinking of gentlemen's go- 
Ing about in that manner, being I never did 
it myſelf. But I have nothing to offer 
againſt that; Jet every man have his own 
way ; that's what Iſay. Only juſt let me 
aſk the lady before I go, what's the meaning 
of my ſeeing two chairs in the entry, and 
only a perſon for one in the parlour? The 
gentleman, I ſuppoſe, did not come in Soth; 


ha! ha | ha !” 
& Why 


FLY . 
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ic Why now you put me 1n mind,” ſaid 
Mrs. Belfield, % ſaw a chair as ſoon as I 
come in; and I was juſt going to ſay who's 
here, when this gentleman's coming put it 
out of my head.“ 

« Why this is what I call Hocus Pocus 
work !” ſaid Mr. Hobſon; but I ſhall 
make free to aſk the chairman who they 
are waiting for.“ 
Mrs. Belfield, however, anticipated him; 
for running into the paſſage, ſhe ang⸗ 
rily called out, What do you do here, 
Miſters ? do you only come to be out of 
the rain? I'll have no ſtand made of my 
entry, I can tell you!“ 

* Why we are waiting for the lady,” s 
cried one of them. 


Belfield ; “here's no lady here, nor no com- 
pany ſo if you think III have my entry 
filled up by two hulking fellow for no- 
thing, I ſhall ſhew you the difference. 
One's dirt enough of one's owngwithour 
taking people out of the ſtreets to help one. 
Who do you think's to clean after you?“, 
** That's no bulineſs of ours; the lady 
bid us wait,” anſwered the man. 

Cecilia at this diſpute could with plea- 
jure have caſt herſelf out of the window to 


e:cape was too late; NI. 8. Belfield called 
aloud for her daughter, and then, returning 


+ to 


%“ Waiting for a fiddleſtick !“ ſaid Mrs. 


avoid being diſcovered; but all plan of 
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to the front parlour, ſaid, © I'll ſoon know 
if there's company come to my houſe with- 
out my knowing it PPP and opened a door 
leading to the next room! 
Cecilia, who had hitherto ſat fixed to bor 


chair, now haſtily aroſe, but in a confuſion | 


too crvel for ſpeech : Belfield, wondering 
even at his own fitnation, and equally con- 
cerned and ſurpriſed at her evident diſtreſs, 
had himſelf the feeling of a culprit, though 
without the leaſt knowledge of any cauſe : 


and Henrietta, terrifiedat the proſpect of her 


mother's anger, retreated as much as poſ- 
ſible out of fight. 

Such was the ſituation of the diſcovered, 
abaſhed, perplexed, and embarraſſed 1 while 


that of the diſcoverers, far different, was 


bold, delighted, and triumphant t _ 

* 80 V cried Mrs. Belfield, why dere $ 
Miſs Beverley lin my fon's back room !” 
winking at Mr. Delvile. 

„% Why here's a lady, ſure SOOT oe 
faid Ma. Hobſon, © and juſt where ſhe 
ſhould be, and that is with a gentleman, 
Ha ! ha! that's the right way, according 
to my notion! that's the true maxim for 
living agrecable.“ 

« | cameo ſee Miss Bel field,“ cried Ce- 
cilia, endeavouring, but vainly, to ſpeak 
with compolure, and ſhe brought me in- 


to this rooin. 
« am 


EET HA Wl 


« I] am but this moment,” cried Belfield, 


with eagerneſs, “returned home; and un- 


fortunately broke into the room, from total 


ignorance of the honour which Miſs Bever- 
ley did my ſiſter.“ | 

Theſe ſpeeches, though both literally 
true, ſounded, in the circumſtances which 
brought them out, ſo much as mere ex- 
cules, that while Mr, Delvile haughtily 
marked his incredulity by a motion of his 
chin, Mrs. Belfield continued winking at 
him moſt ſignificantly, and Mr. Hobſon, 
with ſtill leſs ceremony, laughed aloud, 

% have nothing more, ma'am,” ſaid 
Mr. Delvile to Mrs. Belfield, '** to enquire, 
for the few doubts with which I came to 
this houſe are now entirely ſatisfied. Good 
morning to you, ma'am.” 

«© Give me leave, Sir,” ſaid Cecilia, ad- 
vancing with more ſpirit, “ to explain, in 
preſence of thoſe who can beſt teſtify my 
veracity, the real circumſtances— 

] would by no means occaſion you ſuch 
unneceſſary trouble, ma'am,” anſwered he, 
with an air at once exulting and pompous, 
** the ſituation in which 1 fee you abun- 
dantly ſatisfies my curioftty, and faves me 
from the apprehenſion I was under of being 
again convicted of a miſtake !” 

He then made her a ſtiff bow, and went 
to his chair, BE 

F 4 Cecilia, 
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Cecilia, colouring deeply at this con- 
temptuous treatment, coldly took leave of 
Henrietta, and courtſying to Mrs, Belfield, 
haſtened into the paſſage, to get into her 
OWN. | 

Henrietta was too much intimidated to 
ipeak, and Belficld was too delicate to fol- 
low her; Mr. Hobſon only ſaid “ The 
young lady leems quite daſhed ;” but Mrs. 
Belfield purſued her with entreaties ſhe 
would ſtay. 

She was too angry, however, to make any 
anſwer but by a diſtant bow of the head, 
and left the houſe with a reſolution little 
ſhort of a vow never again to enter it. / 

Her reflections upon this unfortunate 
viſit were bitter beyond meaſure; the ſitua- 
tion in which ſhe had been ſurpriſed, — 
clandeſtinely concealed with only Belfield 
and his ſiſter, - joined to the poſitive, aſſer- 
tions of her partiality for him made by his 
mother, could not, to Mr. Delvile, but ap- 
pear marks irretragable that his charge in 
his former converſation was rather mild than 
overſtrained, and that the connection he 


had mentioned, for whatever motives de- 


nied, was inconteftably formed. 

The apparent conviction of this part of 
the acculation, might alſo authoriſe, to one 
but too happy in believing ill of her, an im- 
plicit faith in that which regarded her hav- 

ing 
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ing run out her fortune. His determina- 
tion not to hear her ſhewed the inflexibility 
of his character; and it was evident, not- 
withſtanding his parading pretenſions of 
wiſhing her welfare, that his inordinate pride 
was inflamed, at the very ſuppoſition he 


could be miſtaken or deceived for a mo- 


ment. 

Even Delvile himſelf, if gone RUE 
might now hear this account with. exag- 
gerations that would baffle all his confi- 
dence : his mother, too, greatly as ſhe 
eſteemed and loved her, might have the 
matter ſo repreſented as to ſtagger her good 
opinion ;——thelſe were thoughts the molt 
afflicting ſhe could harbour, "though their 


probability was ſuch that to banith them 


was impoſſible. 

To apply again to Mr. Delvile to hear 
her vindication, was to ſubject herſelf to in- 
tolence, and almoſt to court indignity. She 
diſdained even to write to him, ſince his be= 
haviour called for reſentment, not conceſ- 
lion; and ſuch an eagerneſs to be heard, in 
oppoſition to all diſcouragement, would be 
practiſing a meanne!s that would almoſt 


3erit repulſion. 


Her firſt inclination was to write to Mrs; 


Delvile, but what now, to her, was either 
her defence or accuſation ? She had folemn- 
ly renounced all further intercourſe with 
her, ſhe had declared againſt writing again, 
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and prohibited her letters: and, therefore, 
after much fluctuation of opinion, her delt- 
cacy concurred with her judgment, to con- 
clude it would be moſt proper, in a ſitua- 
tion ſo intricate, to leave the matter to 
chance, and commit her character to time. 

In the evening, while ſhe was at tea with 
Lady Margaret and Miſs Bennet, ſne was 
ſuddenly called out to ſpeak to a young 
woman; and found, to her great ſurpriſe, 
ſhe was no other than Henrietta. 

« Ah madam!” ſhe cried, how ang- 
rily did you go away this morning! it has 
made me miſerable ever ſince, and if you 
go out of town without forgiving me, I 
mall fret myſelf quite ill! my mother is 
gone out to tea, and I have run here all 


alone, and in the dark, and in the wet, to 


beg and pray you will forgive me, for elſe I 
don't know what I ſhall do!“ | 

Sweet, gentle girl ! cried Cecilia, af- 
fectionately embracing her, if you had 
excired all the anger I am capable of 
fecling, fuch ſoftneſs as this would baniſh 
it, and make me love you more than 
—_— 

Henrietta then ſaid, in her excuſe, that 
ſhe had thought herielf quite ſure of her 
brother's abſence, who almoſt always ſpent 
the whole day at the bookſellers, as in writ- 

ing 
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ing himſelf he perpetually wanted to conſult 
other authors, and had very few books at 
their lodgings: but ſhe would not mention 
that the room was his, leſt Cecilia ſhould 
object to making uſe of it, and ſhe knew ſhe 
had no other chance of having the converfa- 
tion with her ſhe had ſo very long wiſhed 
for. She then again begged her pardon, 
and hoped the behaviour of her mother 
would not induce her to give her up, as ſhe 
was ſhocked at it beyond meaſure, and as 
her brother, ſhe aſſured her, was as inno- 
cent of it as herſelf. 

Cecilia heard her with pleaſure, and felt 
for her an enereaſing regard. The open- 
neſs of her confidence in the morning had 
merited all her affection, and ſhe gave her 
the warmeſt proteſtations of a friendſhip 
which ſhe was certain would be laſting as 
her lite. | 

Henrietta then, with a countenance that 
ſpoke the lightneſs of her heart, haſtily took 
her leave, ſaying ſhe did not dare be out 
longer, leſt her mother ſhould diicover her 
excurſion, Cecilia inſiſted, however, upon 
her going in a chair, which ſhe ordered her 
ſervant to attend, and take care himſelf to 
diſcharge. 

This viſit, joined to the tender and un- 
reſerved converſation of the morning, gave 
Cecilia the ſtrongeſt defire to invite ter to 
F 6 hier 
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her houſe in the country; but the terror of 
Mrs. Belfield's inſinuations, added to the 
cruel interpretations ſhe had to expect from 
Mr. Delvile, forbid her indulging this wiſh, 

though it was the only one that juſt now 
ſhe could form. 


CHAP. 
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C ECILIA took leave, over night of 

the family, as ſhe would not ſtay their 
riſing in the morning: Mr. Monckton,, 
though certain not to ſleep when ſhe was 
going, forbearing to mark his ſolicitude 
by quitting his apartment at any unu- 
ſual hour. Lady Margaret parted from her 
with her accuſtomed ungraciouſneſs, and 
Miſs Bennet, becauſe in her preſence, in a 
manner ſcarce leſs diſpleaſing.. 

The next morning, with only her hve 
the moment 1t was light, ſhe ſet out. Her 
journey was without incident or interrup-, 
tion, and ſhe went immediately to the houſe 
of Mrs. Bayley, where ſhe had ſettled to 
board till her own was finiſhed. 

Mrs. Bayley was a mere good fort of wo- 
man, who lived decently well with her ſer- 
vants, and tolerably well with her neigh- 
bours, upon. a ſmall annuity, which made 
her caſy and comfortable, though by no 
means ſuperior to ſuch an addition to her 
little income as an occaſional boarder 
might produce, 


Here 
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Here Cecilia continued a full month: 
which time had no other employment than 
what ſhe voluntarily. gave to herſelf by ac- 
tive deeds of benevolence. ; 

At Chriſtmas, to the no little joy of the 


neighbourhood, ſhe took poſſeſſion of her 


ownhonlſe, which was ſituated about three 
miles from Bury. 5 ; 

The better ſort of people were happy to 
ſee her thus ſertled amongſt them, and the 
poorer, who by what they already had re- 
ceived, knew well what they ſtill might ex- 
pect, regarded the day in which ſhe fixed 


herſelf in her manſion, as a day to them 


ſclves of proſperity and triumph. 
As ſhe was no longer, as hitherto, repair- 
ing to a temporary habitation, which at 
pleaſure ſhe might quit, and to which, at a 
certain period, ſhe could have no poſſible 
claim, but to a houſe which was her own for 
ever, or, at leaft, could folely by her own 
choice be transferred, ſhe determined, as 
much as was in her power, in quitting her 
deſultory dwellings, to empty her mind of 
the tranfactions which had paſſed in them, 
and upon entering a houſe where ſhe was 
permanently to reſide, to make the expul- 
ſion of her paſt forrows, the baſis upon 
which to eftabliſh her future ſerenity, 
And this, though a work of pain and dif- 
ficulty, was not impracticable; her ſenſibi- 
lity, 
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CEC TL 
lity, indeed, was keen, and ſhe had ſuffer- 
ed from it the utmoſt torture; but her feel- 
ings were not more powerful than her un- 
derſtanding was ſtrong,” and her fortitude 
was equal to her trials. Her calamities 
had ſaddened, but not weakened: her mind, 
and the words of Delvile in ſpeaking of his 
mother occurred to her now with all the 
conviction of experience, 'that**© evils ine- 
vitable are always beſt ſupported, becauſe 
known to be: paſt amendment, and felt to 
give defiance to ſtruggling.“ * 

A plan by which fo great a revolution 
was to be wrought in her mind, was not to 
be effected by any ſudden effort of magna- 
nimity, but by a regular and even tenour of 
courage mingled with prudence. Nothing, 
therefore, appeared to her ſo indiſpenſable 
as conſtant employment, by which a variety 
of new images might force their way in 
her mind to ſupplant the old ones, and by 
which no time might be allowed for brood- 
ing over melancholy retroſpections. 

Her firſt effort, in this work of mental 
reformation, was to part with Fidel, whom 
hitherto ſhe had almoſt involuntarily guard- 
ed, but whom ſhe only could ſee to revive 
the moſt dangerous recollections. She ſent 
him, therefore, to the caſtle, but without 

any 


See Vol. IV. p. 83. 
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any meſſage; Mrs. Delvile, ſhe was ſure, 
would require none to make her rejoice in 
his reſtoration. 

er next ſtep was writing to Albany, who 
had given her his direction, to acquaint him 
the was now ready to put inpractice their long 
concerted ſcheme. Albany inſtantly haſten- 
ed to her, and joy fully accepted the office of 
becoming at once her Almoner and her Mo- 
nitor. e made it his buſineſs to ſeek ob- 
jects of diſtreſs, and always but too certain 
to find them, of conducting her himſelf to 
their habitations, and then leaving to her 
own liberality the aſſiſtance their ſeveral 
caſes demanded: and, in the overflowing 
of his zeal upon theſe occaſions, and the 
rapture of his heart in thus diſpoſing, almoſt 
at his pleaſure, of her noble fortune, he 
ſcemed, at times, to feel an extaſy that, 

from its novelty and its excels, was almoſt 
too exquiſite to be borne. He joined with 
the beggars in pouring bleſſings upon her 
head, he prayed tor her with the poor, and 
he thanked her with the ſuccoured. 

The pew-opener and her children failed 
not to keep their appointment, and Cecilia 
preſently contrived to ſettle them in her 
neighbourhood : where the poor woman, as 
ſhe recovered her ſtrength, ſoon got a little 
work, and all deficiencies in her power of 


. maintaining herſelf were ſupplied by her 


5 generous 
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generous patroneſs. The children, how- 
ever, ſhe ordered to be coarſely brought 
up, having no intention to provide for them 
but by helping them to common employ- 
ments. - ' | 'T 
The promiſe, alſo, ſo long made to Mrs. 
Harrel of an apartment in her houſe, was 
now performed. That lady accepted it 
with the utmoſt alacrity, glad to make any 
change in her ſituation, which conſtant ſo- 
litude had rendered wholly inſupportable. 
Mr. Artiott accompanied her to the houſe, 
and ſpent one day there; but receiving 
trom Cecilia, though extremely civil and 
ſweet to him, no hint of any invitation for 
repeating his. viſit, he left it in ſadneſs, and 
returned to his own in deep dejection. Ce- 
cilia ſaw with concern how he nouriſhed his 
hopeleſs paſſion, but knew that to ſuffer; his, 
viſits would almoſt authoriſe his feeding itz. 
and while ſhe pitied unaffectedly the un- 
happineſs ſhe occaſioned, ſhe reſolved to 
double her own efforts towards avoiding 
ſimilar wretchednels. 
This action, however, was a point of ho- 
nour, not of friendſhip, the time being 
long ſince paſt that the ſociety. of Mrs. 
Harrel could afford her any pleaſure; but 
the promiſes ſhe had ſo often made to Mr. 
Harrel in his diſtreſles, though extorted 
from her merely, by the terrors of the mo- 
ment, 
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ment, ſtill were promiſes, and, therefore, 
ſhe held herſelf bound to fulfil them. 

Yet far from finding comfort in this ad- 
dition to her family, Mrs. Harrel proved to 
her nothing more than a trouble and an in- 
cumbrance; with no- inherent reſources, 
fhe was continually in ſearch of occaſional 
ſupplies ; ſhe fatigued Cecilia with wonder 
at the privacy of her life, and tormented her 
with propoſals of parties' and entertain- 
ments, She was eternally in amazement 
that with powers ſo large, ſhe had wiſhes fo 
confined, and was evidently diſappointed 
that upon coming to ſo ample an eftate, ſhe 
lived, with reſpect to herſelf and her family, 


with no more magnificence or ſhew than if 


Heireſs to only 300 J. a year. II 
But Cecilia was determined to think and 
to live for herſelf, without regard to un- 
meaning wonder or ſelfiſh remonſtrances; 
ſhe had neither ambition for ſplendour, nor 
ſpirits for diſſipation; the recent ſorrow of 
her heart had deadened it for the preſent to all 
perſonal taſte of happineſs, and her only 
chance for regaining it, ſeemed through the 
medium of beſtowing it upon others. She 
had feen, too, by Mr. Harrel, how wretch- 
edly external brilltancy could cover inward 
woe, and ſhe had learned at Detvile Caſtle 
to grow ſick of parade and grandeur, Her 
equipage, therefore, was without glare, 
* though 
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though not without elegance, her table 
was plain, though hoſpitably plentiful, her 
ſervants were for uſe, though too numerous 
to be for labour. The ſyſtem of her ceco- 
nomy, like that of her liberality, was form- 
ed by rules of reaſon, and her own ideas of 
right, and not by compliance with example, 
nor by emulation with the gentry in her 

neighbourhood, _ 7d. 1 55 
But though thus deviating in her actions 
from the uſual cuſtoms of the young and 
rich, ſhe was peculiarly careful not to of- 
fend them by fingularity of manners. 
When ſhe mixed with them, ſhe was caſy, 
unaffected, and well bred, and though ſhe 
ſaw them but ſeldom, her good humour 
and deſire of obliging kept them always her 
friends. The plan ſhe had early formed at 
Mrs, Harrel's ſhe now ſtudied daily to put 
in practice; but that part by which the uſe · 
leſs or frivolous were to be excluded her 
houſe, ſhe found could only be ſupported by 

driving from her half her acquaintance. 

Another part, alſo, of that project ſhe 
found till lefs eaſy of adoption, which was 
ſolacing herſelf with the ſooiety of the wile, 
good, and intelligent. Few anſwered this 
deſcription, - and thoſe few were with diffi- 
culty attainable. Many might with joy 
have ſought out her liberal dwelling, but no 
one had idly waited till the moment it was 
at her diſpoſal. All who poſſeſſed at ie 
— oth 
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both talents and wealth, were ſo generally 
courted they were rarely to be procured ; 
and all who to talents alone owed their con- 
ſequence, demanded, it worth acquiring, 
time and delicacy to be obtained. Fortune 
: ſhe knew, however, was ſo often at war with 
Nature, that ſhe doubted not ſhortly meet- 
ing thoſe who would gladly avail them- 
{elves of her offered protection. | 
" Yet, tired of the murmurs of Mrs. Har- 
rel, ſhe longed for ſome relief from her ſo- 
- Ciety,” and her deſire daily grew ſtronger to 
owe that relief to Henrietta Belfield. The 
more ſhe meditated upon this wiſh, the leſs 
_ unattainable it appeared to her, till by fre- 
quently combating its difficulties, ſhe be- 
gan to conſider them imaginary :. Mrs. Bel- 
field, while her ſon was actually with herſelf, 
might ſee ſhe took not Henrietta as his ap- 
pendage; and Mr. Delvile, ſnould he make 
further enquiries, might hear that her real 
connection was with the ſiſter, ſince ſhe re- 
cei ved her in the country, where the brother 
made no pretence to follow her. She con- 
ſidered, too, how ill ſhe ſhould be rewarded 
in giving up Henrietta for Mr. Delvile, 
who was already determined to think ill of 
her, and whole prejudices no ſacrifice would 
remove. | 
Having heſitated, therefore, ſome time be- 
tween the deſire of preſent alleviation, and 
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the fear of future miſchief, the conſciouſ- 
neſs of her own innocence at length van- 
quiſhed all dread of unjuſt cenſure, and ſhe 
wrote an invitation to Henrietta encloſed i in 
a letter to her mother. | 

The anſwer of Henrietta expreſſed her 
rapture at the propoſal; and that of Mrs. 
Belfield made no objection but to the ex- 
pence. | 
Cecilia, therefore, ſent her own s to 
travel with her into Suffolk, with proper 
directions to pay for the journey. | 

The gratitude of the delighted Henrietta | 
at che meeting was boundleſs ; and her joy 
at ſo unexpected a mark. of favour made her 
half wild. Cecilia ſuffered it not to lan- 
guiſh for want of kindneſs to ſupport it; 
ſhe took her to her boſom, became the 
ſoother of all her cares, and repoſed in her, 

in return, every thought that led not to 
Delvile. 

There, however, ſhe was uniformly ſilent; 
ſolemnly and eternally parted from him, far . 
from truſting the ſecret of her former con- 
nexion to Henrietta, the whole ſtudy of her 
lite was to drive the remembrance of it from 
herſelf. 

Hearietra now taſted a happineſs to 
which as yet her whole life had been a 
ſiranger ; ſhe was ſuddenly removed from. 
turbulent vulgarity to the enjoyment of 
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calm elegance ; and the gentleneſs of - her 
diſpoſition, inſtead of being tyrannically 
impoſe upon, not only made her loved 
with affection, but treated with the moſt 
ſcrupulous delicacy. Cecilia had her ſhare 
in all the comfort The beſtowed ; ſhe had 
now a friend to oblige, and a companion 
to converſe with, She communicated to 
her all her ſchemes, and made her the part- 
ner of her benevolent excurſions ; ſhe found 
her ditpoſition as amiable upon trial, as her 
looks and her manners had been engaging 
at firſt ſight; and her conſtant preſence and 


_ conſtant ſweetneſs, imperceptibly revived 


her ſpirits, and gave a new intereſt to her 
exiſtence. | | 
Meantime Mr. Monckton, who returned 
in about a fortnight to the Grove, obſerved 
the encreaſing influence of Albany with the 
moſt ſerious concern, The bounties of 
Cecilia, extenſive, magnificent, unlimited, 
were the theme of every tongue, and 
though ſometimes cenſured and fometimes 
admired, they were wondered at univer- 


ſally. He ſuffered her for a while to go 
on without remonſtrance, hoping her en- 
thuſiaſm would abate, as its novelty wore 


out : but finding that week following 
week was ftill diſtinguiſhed by ſome freſh 
att of beneficence, he grew ſo alarmed and 
uneaſy, he could reſtrain himſelf no longer. 


He ſpoke to her with warmth, he repre- 
of ſented 


"3 hae pens Y aw L © W Ko. Od Fr Reo *&Y oy 


Fry, TT Spa wood 


wy — W 


2 A 


GEGCHE HA. - id 
ſented her conduct as highly dangerous in 
its conſequence; he ſaid ſhe would but court 
impoſtors from every corner of the king- 
dom, called, Albany. a lunatic, whom ſhe 
ſhould rather avoid — obey; and inſinu- 
ated that if a report was ſpread of her pro- 
ceedings, a charity io prodigal, would ex- 
cite ſuch alarm, that no man would think 
even her large and ſplendid fortune, would 
enſure him From ruin in ſeeking her al- 
liance. n gc - 

Cecilia heard. this.  exhortation without 
either terror or impatience, and anſwered it 
with the utmoſt ſteadineſs. His influence 
over her mind was no longer uncontrolled, 
tor though her ſaſpicions were not ſtrength- 
ened, they had never been removed, and 
friendſhip has no foe ſo dangerous as diſ- 
truſt ! She thanked him, however, for his 
zeal, but aſſured him his apprehenſions 
were groundlefs, ſince though ſhe ated 
from inclination, ſhe - ated not without 
thought. Her income was very large, and 
ſhe was wholly without family or connec- 
tion; to ſpend it merely upon herſelf would 
be ſomething ſtill worſe than extravagance, 
it muſt reſult from wilfulneſs the moſt in- 
excufable, as her diſp. fition was naturally 
averſe to Juxury and expence. She might 
ſave indeed, but for whom? not a creature 
had ſuch a claim upon her; and with regard 

„„ 1, as 
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to herſelf,” ſhe was ſo provided for it would 
be unneceſſary. She would never, ſhe de- 
clared, run in debt even for a week, but 
while her eſtate was wholly clear, the would 
ſpend it without reſtriction. | 

To his hint of any future allianch, ſhe 
only ſaid that thoſe 'who diſapproved her 
duke, would probably. be thoſe ſhe 
ſhould diſapprove 1 in her turn; ſhould ſuch 
an event however take place, the retrench- 
ing from that time all her preſent peculiar 
expences, would ſurely, in a clear 3000 J. a- 
year, leave her rich enough for any man, 
without making it incumbent upon her at 
preſent, to deny herſelf the only pleaſure ſhe 
could taſte, in beſtowing that money which 
to her was ſuperfluous, upon thoſe who re- 
ceived it as the prolongation of their exiſ- 
tence. 

A firmneſs ſo deliberate in a ſyſtem he ſo 
much dreaded, greatly ſhocked Mr. Monck- 
ton, though it intimidated him from oppoſ- 


ing it; he ſaw ſhe was too carneſt, and too 


well ſatisfied ſhe was right, to venture 
giving her diſguſt by controverting her ar- 
guments: the converſation, therefore, end- 


ed with new diſcontent to himſelf, and with 
an impreſſion upon the mind of Cecilia; 
that though he was zealous and friendly, he 


was ſomewhat too worldly and ſuſpicious. 
She went on, therefore, as before, diſtri- 
buting 
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buting with a laviſh hand all ſhe could 
ſpare from her own houſhold.; careful of no- 
thing but of guarding againſt impoſition. 
which, though the ſametimes unavoidably 
endured, her diſcernment, and the activity 


of her inveſtigating diligence, ſaved her 


from ſuffering frequently. And the ſteadi- 
neſs with which ſhe repulſed thoſe whom 
ſhe detected in deceit, was a check upon 
tricks and fraud, though it could not whol- 
ly puta ſtop to them. 3 
Money, to her, had long appeared worth- 
leſs and valueleſs; it had failed to procure 
her the eſtabliſnment for which ſhe once 
flattered herſelf it ſeemed purpoſely de- 
ſigned; it had been diſdained by the Del- 
viles, for the ſake of whoſe connection ſhe 
had alone ever truly rejoiced in poſſeſſin 
it; and after ſuch a conviction of its inef- 
ficacy to ſecure her happineſs, ſhe regard- 
ed it as of little importance to herſelf, and 
therefore thought it almoſt the due of thoſe 
whoſe diſtreſſes gave it a conſequence to 
which with her it was a ſtranger. & 
In this manner with Cecilia paſſed the 
firſt winter of her majority. She had ſedu- 
louſly filled it with occupations, and her 
occupations had proved fertile in keeping 
her mind from idleneſs, and in reſtoring it 
to chearfulneſs, - Calls upon her attention 
Va. . G ſo 
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ſo ſoothing, and avocations ſo various for 
her time, had anſwered the great purpoſe 
for which originally ſne had planned them, 
in almoſt forcing from her thoughts thoſe 
ſorrows which, if indulged, would have reſt- 
ed in them inceſſantly, . 0 
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THE ſpring was now advancing, and 
the weather was remarkably fine; when 


one morning, while Cecilia was walking 
with Mrs. Harrel and Henrietta on the 


lawn before her houſe, to which the laſt 
dinner bell was juſt ſummoning them, to 
return, Mrs. Harrel looked round and ſtopt 
at ſight of a gentleman galloping towards 
them, who in leſs than a minute ap- 
proached, and diſmounting and leaving 
his horſe to his ſervant, ſtruck them all 
at the ſame inſtant to be no other than 


young Delvile ! 


A ſight ſo unexpected, ſo unaccountable, ſo 
wonderful, after an abſence ſo long, and to 
which they were mutually bound, almoſt 
wholly over-powered Cecilia from ſurpriſe 
and a thouſand other feelings, and ſhe caught 
Mrs. Harrel by the arm, not knowing what 


| ſhe did, as if for ſuccour; while Henrietta 


with ſcarce leſs, though much more glad 
emotion, ſuddenly exclaimed, * tis Mr. 


Delvile !” and ſprang forward to meet him. 
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He had reached them, and in a voice 
that ſpoke hurry and perturbation, reſpect- 
fully made his compliments to them all, 
before Cecilia recovered even the uſe of 
her feet: but no ſooner were they reſtored 
to her, than ſhe employed them with the 
quickeſt motion in her power, ſtill leaning 
upon Mrs. Harrel, to haſten into the houſe. 
Her ſolemn promiſe to Mrs. Delvile became 
uppermoſt in her thoughts, and her ſurpriſe 
was ſoon ſucceeded by diſpleaſure, that 
thus, without any preparation, he forced 
her to break it by an interview ſhe had no 
means to prevent. 

Juſt as they reached the entrance into the 
houſe, the Butler came to tell Cecilia that 
dinner was upon the table. Delvile then 
went up to her, and ſaid, © May I wait 
upon you for one inſtant befare—or after 
you dine?” 

„ ] am engaged, Sir,” anſwered ſhe, 
though hardly able to ſpeak, “for the 
whole day.” 

“ You will not, I hope, refuſe to hear 
me,” cried he, eagerly, © I cannot write 
what I have to ſay, $4 

« There is no occaſion that you ſhould, 
Sir,” interrupted ſhe, © ſince I ſhould 
ſcarcely find time to read 1t.” | 

She then courtſied, though without look- 


ing at him, and went into the houſe; _ 
vile 
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vile remaining in utter diſmay, not daring, 
however wiſhing, to follow her. But when 
Mrs. Harte, much ſurpriſed at behaviour. 
ſo unuſual from Cecilia, approached him 


with ſome civil ſpeeches, he ſtarted, and 


wiſhing her good day, bowed, and remount- 
ed his horſe: purſued by the loft eyes of 
Henrietta till wholly out of fight. 
They then both followed Cecilia to the 
dining-parlour. 
Had not Mrs. Harrel been of this ſmall 


party, the dinner would have been ſerved 


in vain; Cecilia, ſtill trembling with emo- 
tion, bewildered with conjecture, angry 
with Delvile for thus ſurpriſing her, angry 
with herſelf for ſo ſeverely receiving him, 
amazed what had tempted him to ſuch a 
violation of their joint agreement, and ir- 
reſolute as much what to wiſh as what to 
think, was little diſpoſed for eating, and 
with difficulty compelled herſelf to do the 
honours of her table. 

Henrietta, whom the ſight of Delvile 
had at once delighted and diſturbed, whom 
the behaviour of Cecilia had filled with 


wonder and conſternation, and whom the 


evident inquietude and diſappointment 
which that behaviour had given to Delvile, 
had ftruck with grief and terror, could not 


ſwallow even a morſel, but having cut her 
ä meat 
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meat about her plate, gave it, untouched, 
to a ſervant. 

_ Mrs. Harrel, however, though ſhe had 
had her ſhare in the ſurpriſe, had wholly 
eicaped all other emotion; and only con- 
cluded in her own mind, that Cecilia could 
ſometimes be out of humout and ill bred, 
as well as the reſt of the world. 

While the deſert was ſerving, a note was 
brought to Henrietta, which a ſervant was 
walting in great haſte to have anſwered. 

Henrietta, ſtranger to all forms of polite- 
nels, though by nature ſoft, obliging and de- 


licate, opened it immediately; ſhe ſtarted as 


ſhe caſt her eye over it, but bluſhed, ſpark- 


led, and looked enchanted, and haſtily 


rifing, without even a thought of any apo- 
logy, ran out of the room to anſwer it. 

Cecilia, whoſe quick eye, by a glance 
unavoidable, had ſeen the hand of Delvile, 
was filled with new amazement at the ſight. 
As ſoon as the ſervants were gone, ſhe 
begged Mrs. Harrel to excuſe her, and 
went to her own apartment. 

Flere, in a few minutes, ſhe was followed 
by Henrietta, whoſe countenance beamed 
with pleaſure, and whoſe voice ſpoke tu- 
multuous delight. My dear, dear Miſs 


Beverley !” ſhe cried, © I have ſuch a thing 


to tell you !—you would never gueſs 1t,— 


I don't know how to believe it myſelf, but 


Mr. 
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Mr. Delvile has written to me !-—he has 
indeed! that note was from him. I have 
been locking it up, for fear of accidents, 
but I'll run and fetch it, that you may ſee it 
yourſelf.” 

She then ran away; leaving Cecilia much 

perplexed, much uneaſy for herſelf, and 
both grieved and alarmed for the too ten- 
der, too ſuſceptible Henrietta, who was thus 
eaſily the ſport of every airy and credulous 
hope. 
0 If I did not ſhew it you, ” cried Hen- 
rietta, running back in a moment, © you 
would never think it poſſible, for it is to 
make ſuch a requeſt—that it has frightened 
me almoſt out of my wits!” 

Cecilia then read the note, 


To Miſs BzLFigLD. 


Mr. Delvile preſents his compliments to 
Miſs Belfield, and begs to be permitted to 
wait upon her for-a few minutes, at any 
time in the afternoon ſhe will be ſo good 
as to appoint. 


2 Only think,” cried the rapturous Hen- 
rietta, © it was me, poor ſimple me, of all 
people, that he wanted ſo to ſpeak with! 
l am ſure I thought a different thought 
when he went away! but do, deareſt Miſs 


G 4 Beverley, 
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Beverley, tell me this one thing, what do 
think he can have to ſay to me?ꝰ 

* Indeed,” replied Cecilia, extremely 

embarraſſed, it is impoſſible: for me to 
eonjecture.“ 
„ If you can't, IJ am ſure, then, it is no 
wonder I can't! and I have been thinking 
of a million of things in a minute. It 
can't be about any buſineſs, becauſe I know 
nothing in the world of any buſineſs; and 
it can't be about my brother, becauſe he 
would go to our houſe in town about 
him, and there he would ſee him himſelf; 
and it can't be about my dear Miſs Bever- 
ley, becauſe then he would have written 
the note to her: and it can't be about any 
body elſe, becauſe I know nobody elſe of 
his acquaintance.” 

Thus went on the ſanguine Henrietta, 
ſettling whom and what it could ot be 
about, till ſhe left but the one thing to 
which her wiſhes pointed that it could be 
about. Cecilia heard her with true com- 
paſſion, certain that ſhe was deceiving her- 
ſelf with imaginations the moſt pernicious; 
yet unable to know how to quell them, 
while in ſuch doubt and darkneſs herſelf. 

This converſation was ſoon interrupted, 
by a meſſage that a gentleman in the par- 
lour begged to ſpeak with Mifs Belfield. 


« O deareſt, deareſt Miſs Beverley!“ 
cried 
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cried Henrietta, with encreaſing agitation, 


„what in the world ſhall J fay to him, 


adviſe me, pray adviſe me, for I can't think 
of a ſingle word!” 

« Impoſſible, my dear Henrietta, unleſs 
I knew what he would fay to you! „* 

« O but I can gueſs, I can gueſs !'— 
cried ſhe, her cheeks glowing, while her 
whole frame ſhook, © and I ſha'n't know 
what in the whole world to anſwer him! I 
know I ſhall behave like a fool, —I know I 
ſhall diſgrace myſelf ſadly!” 

Cecilia, truly ſorry Delvile ſhould ſee 
her in ſuch emotion, endeavoured earneſtly 
to compoſe her, though never leſs tranquil 
herſelf. But ſhe could not ſucceed, and 
ſhe went down ſtairs with expectations of 
happineſs almoſt too potent for her reaſon. 

Not ſuch were thoſe of Cecilia; a dread 
of ſome new conflict took poſſeſſion of her 
mind, that mind ſo long tortured with 
ſtruggles, ſo lately reſtored to ſerenity ! 

Henrietta ſoon returned, but not the 


ſame Henrietta ſhe went ;—the glow, the 


hope, the flutter were all over; ſhe looked 


pale and wan, but attempting, as ſhe en- 


tered the room, to call up a ſmile, ſhe 
failed, and burſt into tears. 

Cecilia threw her arms round ker neck, 
and tried to conſole her; but, happy to 
hide her face in her boſom, ſhe only gave 
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the freer indulgence to her grief, and rather 
melted than comforted by her tenderneſs, 
ſobbed aloud. 

Cecilia too eaſily n the diſap- 
pointment ſhe had met, to pain her by 
aſking it; ſhe forbore even to gratify her 
own curioſity by queſtions that could not 


but lead to her mortification, and ſuffering 


her therefore to take her own time for what 
ſne had to cummunicate, ſne hung over her 
in ſilence with the moſt patient pity. 
Henrietta was very ſenſible of this kind- 
neſs, though ſhe knew not half its merit: 
bur it was a long time before ſhe could ar- 


ticulate, for ſobbing, that all Mr. Delvile 


wanted, at laſt, was only to beg ſhe would 


acquaint Miſs Beverley, that he had done 


himſelf the honour of waiting upon her 


with a meſſage from Mrs. Delvile. 


C From Mrs. Delvile ?” exclaimed Ceci- 
lia, all emotion in her turn, © good heaven! 
how much, then, have I been to blame? 
where is he now?—where can I ſend to 


him ?—rtell me, my ſweet Henrietta, this 


inſtant !” 
Oh madam!“ cried Henrietta, burſting 


into a freſh flood of tears, © how fooliſh 


have I been to open my filly heart to you! 


—he is come to pay his addreſſes to you! 
I am ſure he 1s |! ——" 


% No, no, no!” cried Cecilia,“ indeed | 


he 
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he is not !—but I muſt, I ought to ſee him, 
here, my love, is he?“ | 
In the parlour, waiting for an an- 
ſwer. 9. TAN je 
Cecilia, who at any other time would 
have been provoked at ſuch a delay in the 
delivery of. a meſſage ſo important, felt 
now nothing but concern for Henrietta, 
whom ſhe haſtily * kiſſed, but inſtantly, 
however, quitted, and hurried to Delvile, 
with expectations almoſt equally ſanguine 
as thoſe her poor friend but the moment 
before had cruſhed. | ie 

* Oh now, thought ſhe, if at laſt Mrs. 
Delvile herſelf has relented, with what joy 
will I give up all reſerve, all diſguiſe, and 
frankly avow the faithful affection of my 
heart!“ E þ 

Delvile received her not with the eager- 
neſs with which he had firſt addreſſed her; 
he looked extremely diſturbed, and, even 
_ her entrance, undetermined how to 

egin. 

he waited, however, his explanation in 
ſilence; and, after an irreſolute pauſe, he 
laid, with a gravity not wholly free from 
reſentment, © I preſumed, madam, to wait 
upon you from the permiſſion of my 
mother; but I believe I have obtained it fo 
late, that the influence I hoped from it is 
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„ I had no means, Sir,” anſwered ſhe, 


chearfully, « to know that you came from 


her: I hovld elſe have received. her com- 
mands without any heſitation.” “ 
et I would thank you for the honour you 


do her, were it leſs — excluſive. I 


have, however, no right of reproach! yet 


ſuffer me to aſk, could you, madam, after 
fuch a parting, after a renunciation ſa; ab- 


folute of all future claim upon you, which 
though extorted from me by duty, I was 


bound, having promiſed, to fulfil by prin- 


ciple,—could you imagine me ſo unſteady, 
fo diſhonourable, as to obtrude myſelf into 
your preſence while that promile. was ill 
in force? 

„ J find, cried Cecilia, in he 2. Grant 
hope every moment grew ſtronger, © I 
have been too haſty; I did indeed believe 


Mrs. Delvile would never authoriſe ſuch a 


viſit ; but as you have ſo much ſurpriſed. 
me, I have a right to your pardon. for a 
little doubt.“ | 
There ſpoke Miſs Beverley!“ cried 
Delvile, re-animating at this little apology, 


i the ſame, the unaltered Miſs Beverley 1 
hoped to find yet is the unaltered? am I 


not too precipitate? and is the tale I have 
heard about Belfield a dream? an error? a 


falſehood ?” 


But that ſo quick a ſucceſſion of quar- 
rels,” 
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rels, ſaid Cecilia, half ſmiling, ce would 
be endleſs perplexity, I, now, would be 
_ affronted that you can aſk, me ſuck. a 


queſtion— 
« Had I, indeed, tho ught it a queſtion,” 


cried he, © I would not — alked it; but 


never for a moment did I credit it, till the 
rigour of your repulſe alarmed me. You 
have condeſcended, now, to account: for 
that, and I am therefore | encouraged to 
make known to you the purpoſe. of my 
venturing this viſit. Yet not with confi- 
dence- ſhall I ſpeak if, ſcarce even with 
hope !—1t is a purpoſe that is the — 
of deſpair, — 

One thing, Sir,” cried G who now 
became frightened again, © let me ſay 
before you proceed; if your purpoſe has 
not the fſanction of Mrs. Delvile, as well as 
your viſit, 1 would gladly be excuſed hear- 
ing it, ſince I ſhall moſt certainly refuſe 
it.” 

I would mention nothing,” anſwered he, 
« without her concurrence; ſhe has given 
it me: and my father himſelf has permit- 
ted my — $4 application.“ 

« Good Heaven!” cried Cecilia, © is it 
poſſible ?” claſping her hands rogether in 
the eagerneſs of her ſurpriſe and delight. 

« 1s it paſſible ] repeated Delvile, with 
a look of rapture ; ** ah Mils Beverley! — 
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wh it poſſible? ? | 


expectation ſparkled in her eyes, I wiſh 
nothing about it.— Vet tell me how it has 


happened, I am curious, added ſhe, ſmil- 


ing, though not intereſted in it.“ 
“What hope would this ſweetneſs give me,“ 
cried he, were my ſcheme almoſt any other 
than it is but you cannot, — no, it would 
be unreaſonable, - it would be madneſs to 
expect your compliance |—it is next to 
madneſs even in me to wiſh it, but how 
ſhall a man who is deſperate be prudent 


and circumſpect ?” | 


* Spare, ſpare yourſelf,” cried the inge- 
nuous Cecilia, this unneceſſary pain !— 
you will find from me no unneceſſary ſeru— 

les.” | 

82 — You know not what you ſay !—all no- 
ble as you are, the ſacrifice I have to 
propoſe——" 

© Speak it,” cried ſhe, © with confi- 
dence |! ſpeak it even with certainty of ſuc- 
ceſs! I will be wholly undiſguiſed, and 
openly, honeſtly own to you, that no pro- 
poſal, no ſacrifice can. be mentioned, to 
which I will not inſtantly agree, if firſt it 
has had the approbation of Mrs. Delvile.“ 

Delvile's gratitude and thanks for a 
conceſſion never before lo voluntarily made 

to 
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once my own Cecilia! do you, can you 


No, no!” cried ſhe, while- pleaſure and - 
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to him, interrupted for a while, even his 
power of explaining himſelf. And now, 
for the firſt time, Cecilia's ſincerity was 
chearful, ſince now, for the firſt time, it 
ſeemed oppoſed by no duty. | 

When ſtill, therefore, he heſitated, ſhe hawk 
ſelf held out her hand to him , faying, * what 
muſt J do more? muſt I offer this pledge 
to you?? 

% For my life N I not reſign it !” 
cried he, delightedly receiving it; ©, but oh, 
how ſoon will you withdraw it, when the 
only terms upon which I can hold it, are 
thoſe of making it ſign from itſelf its natu- 
ral right and inheritance ?” 

Cecilia, not comprehending him, only 
looked amazed, and he proceeded. 

Can you, for my ſake, make ſuch a ſa- 
crifice as this? can you for a man who for 
yours is not permitted to give up his name, 
give up yourſelf the fortune of your late 
uncle? conſent to ſuch ſettlements as I can 
make upon you from my own? part with fo 
ſplendid an income wholly and for-ever ?— 
and with only your paternal 10, ooo. con- 
deſcend to become mine, as if your uncle 
had never exiſted, and you had been Heir- 
eſs to no other wealth? 

This, indeed, was a ſtroke to Cecilia un- 
equalled by any ſhe had met, and more 
cruel than any ſhe could have in reſerve. 


At 


- 
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At the propoſal of parting with her uncle's 


fortune, which, deſirable as it was, had as 


yet been only productive to her of miſery, her 
heart, diſintereſted, and wholly careleſs of 
money, was prompt to accede to the con- 
dition; but at the mention of her paternal 
fortune, that fortune, of which, now, 
not the ſmalleſt veſtige remained, horror 


ſeized all her faculties! ſhe turned pale, 
ſhe trembled, the involuntarily drew back 
her hand, and betrayed, by ſpeechleſs agi- 


tation, the ſudden agonies of her ſoul !. 

Delvile, ſtruck by this evident diſmay, 
inſtantly concluded. his plan had diſguſted 
her. He waited ſome minutes in anxious 
expectation of an anſwer, but finding her 
filence continue while her emotion encreaſ- 
ed, the deepeſt crimſon dyed his face, and 


unable to check his chagrin, though not 


daring to confeſs his diſappointment, he 
ſuddenly quitted her, and walked, in much 
diſorder, about the room. But ſoon reco- 


vering ſome compoſure, from the aſſiſtance 


of pride, Pardon, madam,” he ſaid, a 
trial ſuch as no man can be vindicated in 
making. I have indulged a romantic whim, 
which your better judgment diſapproves, 
and I receive but the mortification my pre- 
ſumption deſerved.” 
* You know not then,” ſaid Cecilia, 
| in 


2 
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In a PING voice, $6 my inability to com- 
] ? L 

: a Your ability, or Inability 1 preſume 

are elective?ꝰ 

Oh no l- my power is loſt |—my for- | 

tune itſelf is gone!“ 

<« Impoſſible ! utterly impoſtble 1 cried 
he with vehemence. 

Oh that it were !—your father knows 
1t but too well.” 

% My father!“ 

* Did he, then; never hint it to you u 

„ Oh diſtraction!“ cried Delvile, what 
horrible confirmation is coming!“ and 
again he walked away, as if wanting cou- 
rage to hear her. A 

Cecilia was too. much ſhocked to force 
upon him her explanation; but preſently 
returning to her, he ſaid ** you, only, could 
have made this credible !” 

Had you, then, actually heard it?” 

© Oh I had heard it as the moſt infamous 
of falſhoods ! my heart ſwelled with indig- 
nation at ſo villainous a calumny, and had 
it not come from my ſather, my reſentment 
at it had been inveterate!” 

* Alas!” cried Cecilia, “the fact is un- 
deniable! yet the circumſtances you may 
have heard with it, are I doubt not exag- 
gerated.“ 


8 Exaggerated indeed! he anſwered; 
„ was 
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«Twas told you had been ſurpriſed conceal- 
ed with Belfield in a back room, I was told 
that your parental fortune was totally ex- 
hauſted, and that during your minority you 
had been a dealer with Jews! I was told 
all this by my father ;—-you may believe 
I had elſe not eaſily been made hear it!“ 

“ Yet thus far,” ſaid ſhe, © { he told you 
but what is true; though 

eue! interrupted Davile, with a 
ſtart almoſt frantic. ** Oh never, then, was 
truth to ſcandalouſly wronged Il denied 


the whole charge !—I diſbelieved every ſyl- 


lable II pledged my own honour to yore 


every aſſertion falſe !” | 
__ Generous Delvile!“ ceimd Cecilia, nds. 


ing into tears, „this is what I expected 


from you! and, believe me, in your inte- 


grity my reliance had been ſimilar! “» 

Why does Miſs Beverley weep ?? 
cried he, ſoftened, and approaching her, 
and why has ſhe given me this alarm ? 
theſe things muſt at leaſt have been miſre- 
preſented, deign, then, to clear up a myl- 
tery in which ſuſpenſe i is torture 15 

Cecilia, then, with what preciſion and 


clearneſs her agitation allowed her, related 


the whole hiſtory of her taking up the mo- 
ney of the Jew for Mr. Harrel, and told, 
without reſerve, the reaſon of her trying to 
abſcond from his 3 at Mrs. Belfield's. 

Delvile 
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Delvile liſtened to her account with almoſt 
an agony of attention, now admiring her 
conduct; now reſenting her ill uſage ; now 
compaſſionating her loſſes; but though 
variouſly. moved by different parts, receiv- 
ing from the whole the delight he moſt 
coveted in the eſtabliſhment of her in- 
NOCCnCce. | 

Thanks and applauſe the warmeſt, both 
accompanied and followed her narration 
and then, at her requeſt, he related in re- 
turn the ſeveral incidents and circumſtan- 
ces to which he had owed the permiſſion of 
chis viſit, A 


He had meant immediately to have gone 


abroad; but the indiſpoſition of his mo- 
ther made him unwilling to leave the king- 
dom till her health ſeemed in a ſituation 
leſs precarious. That time, however, came 
not; the Winter advanced, and ſhe grew 
evidently worſe, He gave over, therefore, 
his deſign till the next Spring, when, if ſhe 
were able, it was her deſire to try the South 


of France for her recovery, whither he 


meant to conduct her. 
But, during his attendance upon her, 


the plan he had juſt mentioned occurred to 
him, and he conſidered how much greater. 


would be his chance of happineſs in mar- 
rying Cecilia with ſcarce any fortune at all, 


He 


than in marrying another with the largeſt. 
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He was convinced ſhe was far other than 
expenſive, or a lover of ſnhew, and ſoon 
flattered himſelf ſhe might be prevailed 
upon to concur with him, that in living 
together, though comparatively upon little, 


they ſhould mutually be hp Per than in 
hving aſunder upon much. 


When he ſtarted this ſcheme to bis _ 


ther, ſhe heard it with mingled admiration 
of his diſintereſtedneſs, and regret at its 
occaſion : yet the loftineſs of her own mind, 


her high perſonal value for Cecilia, her 


anxiety to ſee her ſon finally ſettled while 


the lived, leſt his diſappointment ſhould 


keep him fingle from a laſting diſguſt, 
Joined to a dejection of ſpirits from an appre- 
henſion that her interference had been cruel, 


all favoured his ſcheme, and forbid her re- | 


ſiſtance. She had often proteſted, in their 
former conflicts, that had Cecilia been por- 
tionleſs, her objections had been leſs than 


to an eſtate ſo conditioned; and that to 


give to her ſon a woman ſo exalted in herſelf, 


ſhe would have conquered the mere oppo- 


ſition of intereſt, though that of family 


honour ſhe held jnvincyble. Delvile now 


called upon her to remember thoſe words, 


and ever ſtrict in fidelity, ſhe ſtill promiſed 
to abide by them. 


Ah! thought Cecilia, is virtue, then, as 


inconſiſtent as vice? and can the ſame cha- 
racter 


— 
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racter be thus high-ſouled, thus nobly diſin- 
tereſted with — . to riches, whoſe pride 
is ſo narrow and ſo inſurmountable, with 
reſpect to family prejudice! 

Yet ſuch a ſacrifice from Cecilia herſelf, 
whoſe income intitled her to ſettlements the 
moſt ſplendid, Mrs. Delvile thought ſearce- 
ly to ſolicited ; but as her ſon was con- 
ſcious he gave up in expectation no Jeſs 
than ſhe would give up in poſſeſſion, he 
reſolved upon making the experiment, and 
felt an internal aſſurance of ſucceſss. 

This matter being finally ſettled with his 
mother, the harder taſk remained of van- 
quiſhing the father, by whom, and before 
whom the name of Cecilia was never men- 
tioned, not even after his return from town, 
thou gh loaded with imaginary charges a- 
— her. Mr. Delvile held it a diminu- 
tion of his own in the honour of his ſen, to 
ſuppoſe he wanted {till freſh motives for 
reſigning her. He kept, therefore, to 
himſelf the ill opinion he brought e 
as a reſource in caſe of danger, but a re- 
ſource he diſdained to make uſe of, unleſs 
driven to it by abſolute neceſſity. 

But, at the new propoſal of his ſon, the 
accuſation held in reſerve broke out; he 
called Cecilia a dabler with Jews, and ſaid 
ſhe had been ſo from the time of her unele's 
death; he charged her with the groſſeſt 


general 
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general extravagance, to which he added a 


molt inſiduous attack upon her character, 


drawn from her viſits at Belfield's of long 
ſtanding, as well as the particular time 
when he had himſelf ſurpriſed her conceal- 
ed with the young man in a back parlour : 
and he aſſerted, that moſt of the large ſums 
ſhe was continually taking up from her for- 
tune, were laviſned without ſcruple upon 
this dangerous and improper favourite, 

Delvile had heard this accuſation with a 
rape ſcarce reſtrained from violence ; con- 
fident in her innocence, he boldly pronoun- 
ced the whole a forgery, and demanded 
the author of ſuch cruel defamation. 
Mr. Delvile, much offended, refuſed to 
name any authority, but conſented, with an 
air of triumph, to abide by the effect of 
his own propoſal, and gave him a ſuper- 
cilious promiſe no longer to oppoſe the 
marriage, if the terms he meant to offer to 
Miſs Beverley, of renouncing her uncle's 
eſtate, and producing her father's fortune, 
were accepted. 5 

Oh little did I credit,” ſaid Delvile 
in concluſion, “that he knew indeed ſo well 
this laſt condition was impracticable! his 
aſſertions were without proof; I thought 
them prejudiced ſurmiſes; and I came in 
the full hope I ſhould convict him of his 


error, My mother, too, who warmly and 
I even 
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even angrily defended you, was as firm- 
ly ſatisfied as myſelf that the whole was 
a miſtake, and that enquiry would prove 
your fortune as undiminiſhed as your puri- 
ty. How will ſhe be ſhocked at the tale 


J have now to unfold ! how irritated at 


your injuries from Harrel ! how grieved 
that your own too great benevolence ſhould 
be productive of ſuch black aſperſions upon 
your. character I”? ; „ gien 21,7 
“ have been,” cried Cecilia, © too facile 
and too unguarded ; yet always, at the mo- 
ment, I ſeemed but guided by common 
humanity. I have ever thought myſelf 
ſecure of more wealth than I could require, 
and regarded the want of money.as an evil 


2 


from which I was unavoidably exempted. 


My own fortune, therefore, appeared to 
me of ſmall conſequence, while the reve- 
nue of my uncle enſured me perpetual 
proſperity.— Oh had I foreſeen this mo- 
ment — | 
Would you, then, have liſtened to my 
romantic propoſal?“ 5 
«© Would I have liſtened ? do you 
not ſee too plainly I could not have heſi- 
tated ! | 
* Oh yet, then, moſt genetous of hu- 
man beings, yet then be mine! By our 
own economy we will pay off our mort- 
gages ; by living a while abroad, we wil 
clear 
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clear all our eſtates ; I will- ſtil} keep 
name to which my family is bigotted, and 
my gratitude for your compliance ſhall 
make you forget What you loſe by it! 
Speak not to me ſuch words!“ cried 
Cecilia, haſtily riſing ; © your friends will 
not liſten to them,” mer; therefore, 
muſt .? 

e My friends, * eried he with energy, 
« are henceforth out of the queſtion': my 
father's concurrence with a propoſal he 
knew you had not power to grant, was in 
fact a mere permiſſion to inſult- you ; for 


if, inſtead, of dark charges, he had given 


any authority for your loſſes, I had myſelf 
ſpared you the ſhock you have ſo undeſer- 
vedly received from hearing it.— But to 
conſent to a plan which could not be accept- 
ed !—to make me a tool to offer indignity 
to Miſs Beverley ! He has releaſed me 
from his power by fo erroneous an exertion 
of it, and my own honour has a claim to 
which his commands muſt give place. 
That honour binds me to Miſs Beverley 


as forcibly as my admiration, and-no voice 


but her own ſhall determine my future 
deſtiny.” 

* That voice, then, ”, ſaid Cecilia, a- 
gain refers you to your mother. Mr. Del- 
vile, indeed, has not treated me kindly ; 
and this laſt mock conceſſion was unneceſ- 


ſary 


the 
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fary cruelty; but Mrs. Delvile merits my 
utmoſt reſpect, and I will liſten to nothing 
which has not her previous ſanction.“ 

« But will her ſanction be ſufficient ? 
and may I hope, in obtaining it, the ſecu- 
rity of yours ?” 

« When I have ſaid I will hear nothing 
without it, may you not almoſt infer——T 
will refuſe nothing with it!“ 

Ihe acknowledgements he would now 
have poured forth, Cecilia would not hear, 
telling him, with ſome gaiety, they were yet 
vnauthorized by Mrs. Delvile. She inſiſt- 
ed upon his leaving her immediately, and 
never again returning, without his mother's 
expreſs approbation. With regard to his 
father, ſhe left him totally to his own in- 
clination; ſhehad received from him nothing 
but pride and incivility, and deternimed 
to ſhewpublicly her ſuperior reſpect for Mrs. 
Delvile, by whoſe diſcretion and deciſion 
ine was content to abide' 

Will you not, then, from time to time,“ 
cried Delvile, “ ſuffer me to conſult with 
vou?“ 

No, no,” anſwered ſhe, * do not aſk it! J 
have never been inſincere with you, never 
but from motives not to be overcome, re- 
ſerved even for a moment; I have told 
you I will put every thing into the power 
of Mrs. Delvile, but I will not a ſecond 
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time riſk my peace by any action unknown 
to her.” 
Delvile gratefully acknowledged her 
goodneſs, and promiſed to require nothing 
more. He then obeyed herby taking leave, 
eager himſelf to put an end to this new un- 
certainty, and ſupplicating only that her 
good wiſhes might follow his enterpriſe. 
And thus, again, was wholly broken the 
tranquility of Cecilia; new hopes, however 
faint, awakened all her affections, and ſtrong 
fears, but too reaſonable, interrupted her 
repoſe. Her deſtiny, once more, was as unde- 
cided as ever, and the expectations ſhe had 
cruſhed, retoek poſſeſſion of her heart. 
The ſuſpicions ſhe had conceived of Mr. 
Monckton again occurred to her ; though 
unable to aſcertain and unwilling to believe 
them, ſhe tried to drive them from her 
thoughts. She lamented, however, with bit- 
terneſs, her unfortunate connexion with Mr. 
Harrel, whoſe unworthy impoſitions upon 
her kindneſs of temper and generoſity, now 
proved to her an evil far more ſerious and 


extenſive, than in the midſt of her repug- 


nance to them ſhe had ever apprehended. 
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A SUSPENSE. 


TYELVILE had been gone but a 
ſhort time, before Henrietta, her eyes 
ſtill red, though no longer ſtreaming, open- 
ed the parlour door, and aſked if ſhe might 
come in ? | 

Cecilia wiſhed to be alone, yet could not 
refuſe her. - | 

«© Well, madam,” cried ſhe, with a 
forced ſmile, and conſtrained air of bra- 
very, © did not I gueſs right ?” | 

In what?” ſaid Cecilia, unwilling to 
underſtand her. 

e In what I ſaid would happen ?— I am 
ſure you know what I mean.” 

Cecilia, extremely embarraſſed, made no 
anſwer; ſhe much regretted the circumſtances 
which had prevented an earlier communi- 
cation, and was uncertain whether, now, it 
would prove moft kind or moſt cruel to 
acquaint her with what was in agitation, 
which, ſhould it terminate in nothing, was 
unneceſſarily wounding her delicacy for 
the openneſs of her confidence, and which, 
H 2 however 
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however ſerviceable it might prove to her in 
the end, was in the means ſo rough and 


piercing ſhe felt the utmoſt repugnance to 


the experiment, 
* You think me, madam, too free,” ſaid 


Henrietta, ©* in aſking ſuch a queſtion ; 
and indeed your kindneſs has been ſo great, 
it may well make me forget myſelf : but if 
it does, I am ſure I deſerve you ſhould ſend 
me home directly, and then there is not 
much fear I ſhall ſoon be brought to my 


E 


ſenles |! | 
* No, my dear Henrietta, I can never 


think you too free; I have told you al- 
ready every thing 1 thought you would 
have pleaſure in hearing; whatever I have 
concealed, I have been fearful would only 


ain you,” 
* I have deſerved, madam,” ſaid ſhe, with 


ſpirit, © to be pained, for I have behaved 


with the folly of a baby. I am very angry 
with myſelf deed 1 was old enough to 
have known better, — and I ought to have 


been wiſe enough.“ 
« You muſt then be angry with yourſelf, 


next, * ſaid Cecilia, anxious to re- encourage 


her, © for all the love that I bear you; 
ſince to your opennels and frankneſs it was 
entirely owing.” 

„Hut there are ſome things that people 


ſhould ot be frank in; however, I am only 
come 


CECI LEE 

come now to beg you will tell me, madam, 

when it is to be; and don't think I aſk out 

of nothing but curioſity, for I have a vey 
reat reaſon for it indeed.” 

What be, my dear Henrietta ?—you 
are very rapid in your ideas !”? 

I will tell you, madam, what my rea- 
ſon is; I ſhall go away to my own home, — 
and ſo I would if it were ten times a worſe 
home than it is !——juſt exactly the day 
before. Becauſe afterwards I ſhall never 
like to look that gentleman in the face, — 
never, never !—for married ladies I know 

are not to be truſted !”? 

6% Be not apprehenſive; you have no oc- 
caſion. Whatever may be my fate, I will 
never be ſo treacherous as to betray my be- 
loved Henrietta to ary body.” 


« May J aſk you, madam, one queſtion ?”? 


“ Certainly.” 
„ Why did all this never happen be- 


fore?“ 
0 Indeed, ” cried Cecilia, much diſtreſſ= 
WG know not that it will happen now.“ 
5 Why what, dear madam, can hinder 
it! 9 
« A thouſand, thouſand things ! nothing 
can be leſs ſecure.” 
And then I am ſtill as much puzzled 
as ever, I heard, a good while ago, and we 
ail heard that it was to be; and 1 thought 
= Wc that 
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that it was no wonder, 1 am ſure, for I uſed 
often to think it was juſt what was moſt 
hxely ; but afterwards we heard it was no 
ſach thing, and from that moment I always 


believed there had been nothing at all in it.” 


© I muſt ſpeak to you, I find, with fin- 
cerity; my affairs have long been in ſtrange 
perplexity : I have not known myſelf what 


to expect; one day has perpetually reverſ- 


ed the proſpect of another, and my mind 
has been in a ſtate of uncertainty and diſor- 
der, that has kept it — that ſtill keeps it 
from comfort and from reſt!“ 


* This ſurpriſes me indeed, madam |! 1 


thought you were all happineſs ! but I was 
ture you deſerved it, and [ thought you had 


1t for that reward. And this has been the 


thing that has made me behave ſo wrong; 


for T took it into my head I might tell you 
every thing, becaule 1 concluded it could 


be nothing to you; for if great people 


loved one another, I always ſuppoſed they 
married directly; poor people, indeed, mult 


ſtay till they are able to ſettle ; but what in 
the whole world, thought J, if they like one 


another, ſhould hinder” ſach a rich lady as 


Mis Beverley from marrying ſuch a rich 
gentleman at once?“ 


Cecilia now, finding there was no longer 
any chance for concealment, thought it bet- 


ter to give the poor Henrietta at leaſt the 
gratification 
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oratification of unreſerved confidence, which 
might ſomewhat ſooth her uneaſineſs by 
proving her reliance in her faith. She 
frankly, therefore, contefled to her the 
whole of her fituation, Henrietta wept at 
the recital with bitterneſs, thought Mr, 
Delvile a monſter, and Mrs. Delvile herſelf 
ſcarce human; pitied Cecilia with unaffect- 
ed tenderneſs, and wondered that the perſon 
could exiſt who had the heart to give grief 
to young Delvile ! She thanked her moſt 
gratefully for repoſing ſuch truſt in her; 
and Cecilia made uſe of this opportunity, to 
entorce the neceſſity of her ſtruggling more 
ſeriouſly to recover her indifferency. 

She promiſed ſhe would not fail; and for- 
bore ſteadily from that time to name Del- 
vile any more: but the depreſſion of her 
ſpirits ſhewed ſhe had ſuffered a diſap- 


pointment ſuch as aſtonifhed even Cecilia. 


Though modeſt and humble, ſhe had con- 


ceived hopes the moſt romantic, and though 
ſhe denied, even to herſelf, any expectations 
from Delvile, ſhe involuntarily nouriſhed 
them with the moſt ſanguine ſimplicity. To 
compole and to ſtrengthen her became the 


whole buſineſs of Cecilia; who, during her 


preſent ſuſpenſe, could find no other em- 
ployment in which ſhe could take any in- 
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Mr. Monckton, to whom nothing was 
unknown that related to Cecilia, was ſoon 
informed of Delvile's vifit, and haſtened in 
the utmoit alarm, to learn its event. She 
had now loſt all the pleaſure ſhe had for- 
merly derived from confiding in him, but 
though averſe and confuſed, could not 
withitand his enquiries, 

Unlike the tender Henrietta's was his 
diſappointment at this relation, and his rage 
at ſuch repeated trials was almoſt more than 


he could curb, He ſpared neither the Del- 


viles for their inſolence of mutability in re- 
jecting or ſecking her at their pleaſure, nor 
herſclt for her eaſineſs of ſubmiſſion in be- 
ing thus the dupe of their caprices. The 
ſubject was difficult for Cecilia to dilate 
upon; ſhe wiſhed to clear, as he delerved, 
Delvile himſelf from any ſhare in the cen- 
ſure, and ſhe felt hurt and offended at the 
charge of her own improper readineſs; yet 
ſhame and pride united in preventing much 
vindication of either, and ſhe heard almoſt 
in ſilence what with pain ſhe bore to hear 
Mall. 

He now ſaw, with inexpreſſible diſturb- 
ance, that whatever was his power to make 
her uneaſy, he had none to make her re- 
tract, and that the conditional promiſe ſhe 
had given Delvile to be wholly governed by 
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his mother, ſhe was firm in regarding to be 
as ſacred as one made at the altar. 
Perceiving this, he dared truſt his tem- 
per with no further debate; he aſſumed a 
momentary calmneſs for the purpoſe of 
taking leave of her, and with pretended. 
good wiſhes for her happineſs, whatever 


might be her determination, he ſtifled the 


reproaches with which his whole heart was 
ſwelling, and precipitately left her. 

Cecilia, affected by his earneſtneſs, yet 
perplexed in all her opinions, was glad to 
be relieved from uſeleſs exhortations, and 
not ſorry, in her preſent uncertainty, that 
his viſit was not repeated. 

She neither ſaw nor heard from Delvile 
for a week, and augured nothing but evil. 
from ſuch delay. The following letter then 
came by the poſt, 


To Miſs BEVERLEY. 


April zd, 1780. 
J MusT write without comments, for I 
dare not truſt myſelf with making any; I. 


muſt write without any beginning addreſs, 


tor I know not how you will permit me to 
addreſs you. 

I have lived a life of tumult ſince laſt 
compelled to leave you, and when it may 


lubſide, I am ſtill in utter ignorance. 
og The. 
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The affecting account of the loſſes you 
have ſuffered thro' your beneficence to the 
Harrels, and the explanatory one of the ca- 
lumnies you have ſuſtained from your kind- 
neſs to the Belfields, I related with the 
plainneſs which alone I thought neceſlary to 
inake them felt. I then told the high ho- 
nour I had received, in meeting with no 
other repulſe to my propoſal, than was ow- 
ing to an inability to accede to it; and in- 
formed my mother of the condeſcending 
powers with which you had inveſted her. 
In concluſion I mentioned my new ſcheme, 
and firmly, before I would liſten to any 
oppoſition, I declared that though wholly to 
their deciſion I left the relinguiſhing my 
own name or your fortune, I was not only 
by your generoſity more internally yours 
than ever, but that ſince again I had ven- 
tured, and with permiſſion to apply to you, 
I ſhould hold myſelf hence forward unal- 


terably engaged 5 you. 


And fo I do, and fo I ſhall } nor, after 4 


renewal ſo public, will any prohibition but 
yours have force to Keep me from throw- 
ing myſelf at your feet, 

'My father's anſwer I will not mention ; 
] would I could forget it! his prejudices 
are irremediable, his Teſolutions are inflex- 
ible. Who or what has worked him into 


an animoſity fo irreclaimable, I cannot con- 


jecture, 


e r 


jecture, nor will he tell; but ſomething 
darkly myſterious has part in his wrath and 
his injuſtice. l | 

My mother was much affected by your 
reference to herſelf, Words of the ſweet- 
eſt praiſe broke repeatedly from her; no 
other ſuch woman, ihe ſaid, exiſted ; no 
other ſuch inſtance could be found of fide- 
lity ſo exalted ! her ſon muſt have no heart 
but for low and mercenary ſelfiſhneſs, if, 
after a proof of regard ſo unexampled, he 
could bear to live without her! Oh how 
did ſuch a ſentence from lips ſo highly re- 
verenced, animate, delight, confirm, and 


| oblige me at once! 


The diſpleaſure of my father at this de- 
claration was dreadful; his charges, always 
as improbable as injurious, now became too 
horrible for my ears; he diſbelieved you 
had taken up the money for Harrel, he diſ- 
credited that you viſited the Belfields for 
Henrietta: paſſion not merely baniſhed his 
juſtice, but clouded his reaſon, and I ſoon 
left the room, that at leaſt I might not hear 
the aſperſions he forbid me to anſwer. 

I left not, however, your fame to a weak 
champion: my mother defended it with all 
the ſpirit of truth, and all the confidence of 
ſimilar virtue! yet they parted without con- 
viction, and ſo mutually irritated with each 
other, that they agreed to meet no more. 
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This was too terrible! and I inſtantly 
conſolidated my - reſentment to my father, 


and my gratitude to my mother, into con- 


ceſſions and ſupplications to both; I could 


not, however, ſucceed; my mother was 
deeply offended, my father was ſternly inex- 
orable: nor here reſts the evil of their diſ- 
jention, for the violence of the conflict has 


occaſioned a return more alarming than 


ever of the illneſs of my mother. 
All her faith in her recovery is now built 


upon going abroad; ſhe is earneſt to ſet off 


immediately; but Dr. Lyſter has adviſed 


her to make London in her way, and have 


a conſultation of phyſicians before ſhe de- 
Darts. | 


To this ſhe has agreed; and we are now 


upon the road thither. : 


Such is, at preſent, the melancholy ſtate 
of my affairs. My mother adviſed me to 


write; forgive me, therefore, that I waited 
not ſomething more deciſive to {ay. I could 
prevail upon neither party to meet before 
the journey; nor could I draw. from my 
father the baſe fabricator of the calum- 
mes by which he has been thus abuſed, 
Unhappily, I have nothing more to add : 

and whether intelligence, ſuch .as this, or 
total ſuſpenſe, would be leaſt irkſome, I 
know not. If my mother bears her journey 
tolerably well, I have yet one more effort 


O 
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to make; and of that the ſucceſs or the 
failure will be inſtantly communicated to 


Miſs Beverley, by her n devoted, 


but half diſtracted 
Man DELVILE. 


Scarcely could Cecilia herſelf decide 
whether this comfortleſs letter or none at 
all were preferable. The implacability of 
Mr. Delvile was ſhocking, but his ſlander- 
ing her character was ſtill more intolerable; 
yet the praiſes of the mother, and her gene- 
rous vindication, joined to the invariable 
reliance of, Delvile upon her innocence, 
conferred upon her an honour that offered 
ſome alleviation, 

The mention of a fabricator again brought 
Mr. Monckton to her mind, and not all 
her unwillingneſs to think him capable of 
ſuch treachery, could now root out her ſuſ- 
picions. Delvile's temper, however, ſhe 
knew was too impetuous to be truſted with 
this conjecture, and her fear of committing 
injuſtice being thus ſeconded by prudence, 
ſhe determined to keep to herſelf doubts 
that could not without danger be divulged. 

She communicated briefly to Henrietta, 
who looked her earneſt curioſity, the con- 
tinuance of her ſuſpenſe; and to her own 
tate Henrietta became ſomewhat. more re- 
conciled, when ſhe ſaw that no ſtation in 


life rendered happineſs certain or permanent. 
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A RELATION. 


A NOTHER week paſt ſtill without 

any further intelligence. Cecilia was 
then * to the parlour, and to Del- 
vile himſelf. 

He looked hurried and anxious; yet the 
glow of his face, and the animation of his 
eyes, immediately declared he at leaſt came 
not to take leave of her. 

Can you forgive,” cried he, © the diſ- 


mal and unſatisfaQtory letter I wrote you? 


I would not diſobey you twice in the ſame 


manner, and I could not till now have 


written in any other,” 

* The conſultation with the phyſicians, 
then,” ſaid Cecilia, „is over?“ 

Alas, yes; and the reſult is moſt 
alarming ; they all agree my mother is in 
a dangerous way, and they rather forbear 
to oppoſe, than advile her going abroad : 
but upon that ſhe is earneſtly bent, and in- 
tends to ſet out without delay. I mall re- 
turn to her, therefore, with all ſpeed, and 


mean not to take any reſt till ] have ſeen 


her 23 


Cecilia 
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Cecilia expreſſed with tenderneſs her ſor- 
row for Mrs. Delvile: nor were her looks 
illiberal in including her ſon in her con- 
cern. 

I muſt haſten,” he cried, © to the cre- 
dentials by which I am authoriſed for com- 
ing, and I muſt haſten to prove if Miſs 
Beverley has not flattered my mother in her 
appeal.“ 

He then informed her that Mrs. Delvile, 
apprehenſive for herſelf, and ſoftened for 

him by the confeſſion of her danger, which 
ſhe had extorted from her phyſicians, had 


effort for his happineſs, and ill and impa- 
tient as ſhe was, upon deferring her journey 
to wait its effect. 


Generouſly, therefore, giving up her own 


reſentment, ſhe wrote to Mr. Delvile in 
terms of peace and kindneſs, lamenting 
their late diſſention, and ardently expreſ- 
ling her deſire to be reconciled to him be- 
fore ſhe left England. She told him the 
uncertainty of her recovery which had been 
acknowledged by her phyſicians, who had 
declared a calmer mind was more eſſential 
to her than a purer air. She then added, 
that ſuch ſerenity was only to be given 
her, by the removal of her anxiety at the 
comfortleſs ſtate of her ſon. She begged 
him, therefore, to make known the author 
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tenderly reſolved upon making one final 
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of Miſs Beverley's defamation, aſſuring him, 


that upon enquiry, he would find her cha- 


racter and her fame as unſullied as his own; 


and ſtrongly repreſenting, that after the ſa- 
crifice to which ſhe had conſented, their 


ſon would be utterly diſhonourable in 


thinking of any other connexion. She then 
to this reaſoning joined the moſt earneſt 


ſupplication, proteſting, in her preſent diſ- 


ordered ſtate of health, her life might pay 
the forfeiture of her continual uneaſineſs. 


< held out,” ſhe concluded, © while 
his perſonal dignity, and the honour of his 
name and family were endangered; but 
where intereſt alone is concerned, and that 
intereſt is combatted by the peace of his. 


mind, and the delicacy of his word, my 
oppoſition is at an end. And though our 
extenſive and well founded views for a 
ſplendid alliance are aboliſhed, you will 

ree with me hercafter, upon a cloſer in- 
ſpection, that the object for whom he re- 
linquiſhes them, offers in herſelf the nobleſt 
reparation,” 

Cecilia felt gratified, humbled, animated 
and depreſſed at once by this letter, of 
which Delvile brought her a copy. © And 
what,” cried ſhe, ©* was the anſwer ?” 

« I cannot in decency,” he replied, 


&© ſpeak my opinion of it: read it yourſelf, 


— and let me hear yours,” 
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To the Honourable Mrs. DELVILE. 


Your extraordinary letter, madam, has 
extremely ſurpriſed me, I had been wil- 
ling to hope the affair over from the time 
my diſapprobation of it was formally an- 
nounced, I am ſorry you are ſo much in- 
diſpoſed, but I cannot conclude your health 
| would be reſtored by my acceding to a 
: plan fo derogatory to my houſe. I diſap- 
prove it upon every account, not only of 

the name and the fortune, but the lady her- 
ſelf. I have reaſons more important than 
thoſe I aſhgn, but they are ſuch as I am 
bound in honour not to mention. After 
ſuch a declaration, nobody, I preſume, will 
affront me by aſking them, Her defence 
you have only from herſelf, her accuſation 
I have received from authority leſs partial. 
I command, therefore, that my ſon, upon 
pain of my eternal diſpleaſure, may never 
peak to me on the {ubje& again, and I 
hope, madam, from you the ſame complat- 
ſance to my requeſt, I cannot explain my- 
{elf further, nor is it neceſſary; it is no 
news, I flatter myſelf, to Mortimer Delvile 
or his mother, that I do nothing without 
realon, and I believe nothing upon ſlight 


grounds. | 
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A few cold compliments concerning her 
journey, and the re-eſtabliſhment of her 
health, concluded the letter. 

Cecilia, having read, haſtily returned it, 
and indignantly ſaid, My opinion, Sir, 
upon this letter, muſt ſurely be yours; 
that we had done wiſer, long fince, to have 
ſpared your mother and ourſelves, thoſe 
vain and fruitleſs conflicts which we ought 
better to have foreſeen were liable to ſuch a 
concluſion. Now, at leaſt, let them be 
ended, and let us not purſue diſgrace wil- 
fully, after ſuffering from it with fo much 
rigour involuntarily.” 

O no,” cried Delvile, © rather let us 
now ſpurn it for ever! thoſe conflicts muſt 


indeed be ended, but not by a ſeparation 


ſtill more bitter than all of them.“ 
He then told her, that his mother, highly 
offended to obſerve by the extreme coldnets 
of this letter, the rancour he ſtill nouriſh- 
ed for the conteſt preceding her leaving 
him, no longer now refuſed even her ſepa- 
rate conſent, for a meaſure which ſhe 


thought her fon abſolutely engaged to take. 


* Good heaven!” cried Cecilia, muck 


amazed, this from Mrs. Delvile ! — a le- 
parate conſent | —” 

* She has always maintained,” he an- 
ſwered, © an independent mind, always 
judged for herſelf, and refuſed all other 

arbitration :; 


cr 
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arbitration : when fo-impetuouſly ſhe part- 


ed us, my father's will happened to be her's, 
and thence their concurrence: my father, 
of a temper immoveable and ſtern, retains 
ſtubbornly the prejudices which once have 
taken poſſeſſion of him; my mother, gene- 


rous as fiery, and noble as proud, is open to 


conviction, and no ſooner convinced, than 
ingenuous in acknowledging it: and thence 
their diſſention. From my father I may 
hope forgiveneſs, but muſt never expect 
conceſſion; from my mother I may hope 
all ſhe ought to grant, for pardon but her 
vehemence, — and ſhe has every great qua- 
lity that can dignity human nature!“ 
Cecilia, whole affection and reverence for 
Mrs, Delvile were unteigned, and who loved 
in her ſon this filial enthuſiaſm, readily con- 
curred with him in praiſing her, and ſin- 
cerely eſteemed her the firſt among women. 
Nou, then,” cried he, with earneſt- 


neſs,” now 1s the time when your generous, 


admiration of her is put to the teſt; ſee 
what ſhe writes to you ;—ſhe has left to me 


all explanation: but I inſiſted upon ſome 


credential, leſt you ſhould believe I only 
owed her concurrence to a happy dream.” 
| Cecilia in much trepidation took the let- 


ter, and haſtily run it over, 
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To Miſs BEVERLEV. 

 Mrstxy, my ſweet young friend, has 
long been buſy with us all; much have we 
owed to the claſh of different intereſts, 
much to that rapacity which to enjoy any 
thing, demands every thing, and much to 
that general perverſeneſs which labours to 
place happineſs in what is with-held. Thus 
do we ſtruggle on till we can ſtruggle no 
longer ; the felicity with which we trifle, at 
beſt is but temporary; and before reaſon 
and reflection ſhew its value, ſickneſs and 
ſorrow are commonly become ſtationary. 

Be it yours, my love, and my ſon's, to 
profit by the experience, while you pity 
the errors, of the many who illuſtrate this 
truth. Your mutual partiality has been 
mutually unfortunate, and muſt always 
continue ſo for the intereſts of both : but 
how blind is it to wait, in our own peculiar 
lots, for that perfection of enjoyment we 
can all ſee wanting in the lot of others! 
My expectations for my ſon had “out- 
ſteped the modeſty of“ probability. I 
looked for rank and high birth, with the 
tortune of Cecilia, and Cecilia's rare cha- 


rafter. Alas! a new conſtellation in the 
heavens 


ra... TO. +. Co. , 


CECILI 


heavens might as rationally have been look- 
ed for | | 

My extravagance, however, has been all 
for his felicity, dearer to me than life, — 
dearer to me than all things but his own ho- 


| nour! Let us but ſave that, and then let 


wealth, ambition, intereſt, grandeur and 
pride, ſince they cannot conſtitute his hap- 
pineſs, be removed from deſtroying it. I 
will no longer play the tyrant that, weigh- 
ing good and evil by my own feelings and 
opinions, inſiſts upon his acting by the no- 
tions I have formed, whatever miſery they 
may bring him by oppoſing all his own. 

I leave the kingdom with little reaſon to 
expect I ſhall return to it; J leave it 
Oh blindneſs of vanity and paſſion from 

the effect of that violence with which ſo 
lately I oppoſed what now I am content to 
advance! But the extraordinary reſignation 
to which you have agreed, ſhews your heart 
ſo wholly my ſon's, and fo even more than 
worthy the whole poſſeſſion of his, that it 
reflects upon him an honour more bright 
and more alluring, than any the moſt illuſ- 
trious other alliance could now confer. 

I would fain ſee you ere I go, leſt I ſhould 
ſee you no more, fain ratify by word of 
mouth the conſent that by word of mouth I 
lo abſolutely refuſed ! I know not how to 
come to Suffolk, —is it not poſſible you can 

come 
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come to London? I am told you leave to 
me the arbitration of your fate, — in giving 
you to my ſon, I beſt ſnew my ſenſe of ſuch 
an honour. 

Haſten then, my love, to town, that I 
may ſee you once more] wait no longer a 
concurrence thus unjuſtly with-held, but 
haſten, that I may bleſs the daughter l have 
ſo often wiſhed to own! that I may en- 
treat her forgiveneſs for all the pain I have 
occaſioned her, and committing to her 
charge the, future happineſs of my ſon, fold 


to my maternal heart the ewe objects moſt 


dear to it! 
AvucusTa DELVILE, 


Cecilia wept over this letter with tender- 


neſs, grief and alarm; but declared, had it 
even ſummoned her to follow her abroad, 
ſhe could not, after reading it, have heſitat- 
ed in complying. 

„ O now, then,” cried Delvile, © let our 
long ſuſpenſes end | hear me with the can- 
dour ; my mother has already liſtened to me 
—be mine, my Cecilia, at once, —and force 
me not, by eternal ſcruples, to riſk another 


ſeparation.” 


&© Good heaven, Sir!” cried Cecilia, 


ſtarting, © in ſuch a ſtate as Mrs. Delvile 


thinks herſelf, would you have her journey 


"NO; 


_ delayed ?” 
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“ No, not a moment! I would but en- 


ſure you mine, and go with her all over the 


world!“ 

«© Wild and impoſlible and what i is to 
be done with Mr. Delvile?“' 

<« It is on his account wholly I am thus 
earneſtly precipitate. If I do not by an 
immediate marriage prevent his further in- 


terference, all I have already ſuffered may 


again be repeated, and ſome freſh conteſt 
with my mother may occaſion another re- 
lapſe.” 

Cecilia, who now underſtood him, ar- 
dently proteſted ſhe would not liſten for a 
moment to any clandeſtine expedient. 

He beſought her to be patient ; and then 
anxiouſly repreſented to her their peculiar 
ſituations, All application to his father he 
was peremptorily forbid making, all efforts 
to remove his prejudices their impenetrable 
myſtery prevented; a public marriage, 
therefore, with ſuch obſtacles, would almoſt 
irritate him to phrenzy, by its daring defi- 
ance of his prohibition and authority. 

« Alas!” exclaimed Cecilia, © we can 
never do right but in parting!“ 

* Say it not,” cried he, I conjure you! 


we ſhall yet live, I hope, to prove the con- 


trary.“ 


« And can you, then,” cried ſhe, re- 


proachfully, Oh Mr. Delvile ! can you 


again 
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again urge me to enter your family in ſe. 
cret | 72 

5 we indeed,” he anſwered, © that 
your goodneſs ſhould ſo ſeverely be tried; 


yet did you not condeſcend to commit the 


arbitration to my mother ?” 


True; and thought her approbation 


would ſecure my peace of mind ; but how 


could I have expected Mrs. Delvile s con- 


ſent to ſuch a ſcheme!“ 

** She has merely accorded it from a cer- 
tainty there is no other reſource. Believe 
me, therefore, my whole hope reſts upon 
your preſent compliance. My father, I am 
certain, by his letter, will now hear neither 
petition nor defence ; on the contrary, he 
will only enrage at the temerity of offering 
to confute him, But when he knows you 
are his daughter, His honour will then be 
concerned in yours, and it will be as much 
his deſire. to have it cleared, as it is now to 
have it cenſured.” 

«© Wait at leaſt your return, and let us 
try what can be done with him.” 

„ Oh why,” cried Delvile, with much 
earneſtneſs, ** muſt I linger out month after 
month in this wretched uncertainty !”? 
If I wait I am undone ! my father, by the 
orders I muſt unavoidably leave, wall 
diſcover the preparations making without 
his conſent, and he will work upon you in 


my abſence, and compel you to give me up!“ 
Are 


* / 


CECILIA 


« Are you ſure,” ſaid ſhe, half ſmiling, 


ee he would have ſo much power?“ 
] am but too ſure, that the leaft inti- 
mation, in his preſent irritable ſtate of mind, 


reaching him of my intentions, would make 


him not ſcruple, in his fury, pronouncing 
ſome malediction upon my diſobedience 


that neither of us, I muſt own, could tran- 


quilly diſregard.” 

This was an argument that came home to 
Cecilia, whoſe deliberation uponit, though 
ſilent, was evidently not unfavourable. 

He then told her that with reſpeCt to ſet- 
tlements, he would inſtantly have a bond 
drawn up, ſimilar to that prepared for their 
former intended union, which ſhould be 


properly ſigned and ſealed, and by which 


he would engage himſelf to make, upon 


coming to his eftate, the ſame ſettlement 


upon her that was made upon his mother, 


* And as, inſtead of keeping up three 
houſes,” he continued, “in the manner my 
tather does at preſent, I mean to put my 
whole eſtate out to nurſe, while we reſide for 
a while abroad, or in the country, I doubt 
not but in a very few years we ſhall be. as 
rich and as eaſy as we ſhall deſire.” 


He told her, alſo, of his well-founded 


expectations from the Relations already 
mentioned; which the concurrence of his 
yo © 7 'I' mother 
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mother with his marriage pr 13 for- 
ward ſecure to him. 


He then, with more bernd ſtated his 


plan at large. He purpoſed, without loſing 
a moment, to return to London; he con- 
Jured her, in the name of his mother, to 
{et out herſelf early. the next day, that the 
following evening might be dedicated whol- 
ly to Mrs, Delvile : through her interceſ- 
fon he might then hope Cecilia's' compli- 


ance, and every thing on the morning after 
ſhould be prepared for their union, The 


long- deſired ceremony over, he would in- 
ſtantly ride poſt to his father, and pay/ him, 
at leaſt, the reſpect of being the firſt to com- 
municate it. He would then attend his 
mother to the Continent, and leave the ar- 
rangement of every thing to his return. 
Still, therefore, as a ſingle man,“ he 
continued, e mean to make the j journey, 
and I ſhall take care, by the time I return, 
to have all things in readineſs for claiming 
my ſweet Bride. Tell me, then, now, it 
you can reaſonably oppoſe this plan?“ 
Indeed,“ ſaid Cecilia, after ſome heſi- 


tation, I cannot ſee the neceſſity of ſuch 


violent precipitancy.” 
Do you not try me too much,” cried 


Delvile, impatiently, © to talk ow of pre- 


Cipitancy ! after ſuch painful waiting, ſuch 
weariſome 
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weariſome expectation ! I aſk you' not to 
involve your own affairs in confuſion by 
accompanying me abroad; ſweet to me as 


would be ſuch an indulgence, I would not 
make a run- away of you in the opinion of 


the world. All I wiſh is the ſecret certainty 


cannot be robbed of you, that no cruel 
machinations may again- work our ſepara- 
tion, that you are mine, unalterably mine, 
beyond the power of caprice or ill fortune.” 

Cecilia made no anſwer; tortured with 
irreſolution, ſhe knew not upon what to de- 
termine. 

We might then, according to the favour 
or diſpleaſure of my father, ſettle wholly 
abroad for the preſent, or occaſionally viſit 
him in England; my mother would be al- 
ways and openly our friend. Oh be firm, 
then, I conjure. you, to the promiſe you have 
given her, and deign to be mine on the 
conditions ſhe preſcribes. She will be bound 
to you for ever by ſo generous a conceſſion, 
and even her health may be reſtored by the 
ceſſation of her anxieties. With ſuch a 
wife, ſuch a mother, what will be wanting 
for me! Could I lament not being richer, I 
muſt be rapacious indeed! — Speak, then, 
my Cecilia! relieve me from the agony ct 
this eternal uncertainty, and tell me your 
word 1s 1nvariable as your honour, and tell 
me my mother gives not her ſanction in 


vain | EY 
12 Cecilia 
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| Cecilia ſighed deeply, bot, after ſome he. 
ſitation, ſaid, © I lite knew what I pro 
by. miſed, nor know I now what to denen! 
5 Aare muſt ever, I find, be ſome check to 
human happineſs! yet, -fince upon theſe 
terms, Mrs. Delvile herſelf is content to 
wiſh me of her family 
She ſtopt ; but, urged earneſtly by Del- 

vile, added © I muſt not, I think, with- 
draw the ves with which I entruſted 
her.” | MO 0.24 
Delvile, Wel and chanted; 'now 
forgot his haſte and his buſineſs, and "loſt 
every wiſh but to re-animate ber ſpirits: 
ſhe compelled him, however, to leave her, 
that his viſit might leſs be wondered at, and 
ſent by him a meſſage to Mrs. Delvile, that, 
wholly relying upon her wiſdom, ſhe impli 
citly ſubmitted to her decree. | 


e 
— * * 
— bv 
— - 4 —— pou? 
- , — — — 
—ͤ—ꝗI—u ͤ — . 2 — — 
. — — . 0024, 6 - AS dd 


- a 8 £ 2 
* N e * ob 
XF: TS "2% AM 
r 
* 


. 


8 * 
TY E 7 


+ + = oof + 2 55 bat 
"8% Bn RW ns 


* 
* 368. Pa 
EE vr 
IF IS 
» / » 
IEG + wo 


2 
E 
1 * 
L * 4 
. * 
« ” 


CHAP. 


er, 
nd 
at, 


li- 


C 4 11 197 
CH A P. X 
Ax ExTZATrAIS . 


CEC! LIA now bad no time for after- 

thoughts or anxious repentance, ſince 
e e the hurry of her ſpirits, 
and the confuſion, of her mind, ſhe had 
too much real buſineſs, to yield to pes 
indulgence. - -- 

Averſe to all falſchood, ſhe invented none 
upon this occaſion ; ſhe merely told her gueſts 
ſne was ſummoned to London upon an 
affair of importance; and though the ſaw 
their curioſity, not being at liberty to ſatis- 
fy it with the truth, ſhe attempted not to 


appeaſe it by fiction, but quietly left it to 


its common fare, conjecture. She would 
gladly have made Henrietta the companion 
of her journey, but Henrietta was the laſt 
to whom that journey could give pleaſure. 
She only, therefore, took her maid in the 
chaiſe, and, attended by one ſervant on 


horſeback, at ſix o'clock the next morning, 


ſne quitted her manſion, to enter into an 
engagement by which foon ſhe was to re- 
ſign it for ever. 


5 Diſinte- 
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Diſintereſted as ſhe was, ſhe conſidered 
her ſituation as peculiarly perverſe, that 
from the time of her coming to a fortune 
which moſt others regarded as enviable, 
ſhe had been a ſtranger to peace, a fruitleſs 
ſeeker of happineſs, a dupe to the fraudu- 
lent, and a prey to the needy! the. little 


comfort ſhe had received, had been merely 


from diſpenſing it, and now only had ſhe 
any chance of being happy herſelf, when 
upon the point of relinquiſhing what all 
others built their happineſs upon ob- 
P ·˙ð¹ oi 

Theſe reflections only gave way to others 


ſtill more diſagreeable; ſhe was now ea ſe- 


cond time engaged in a tranſaction ſne 
could not approve, and ſuffering the whole 
peace of her future life to hang upon an 
action dark, private and imprudent: an 
action by which the liberal kindneſs of her 
late uncle would be annulled, by which the 
father of her intended huſband would be 
diſobeyed, and which already, in a ſimilar 
inſtance, had brought her to affliction and 
diſgrace. Theſe melancholy thoughts 
haunted her during the whole journey, and 
though the aſſurance of Mrs. Delvile's ap- 
probation was ſome relief to her uneaſineſs, 
ſhe involuntarily prepared herſelf for meet- 


ing new mortifications, and was ps." 
wit 


CEC ILA ab 


with an apprehenſion that this ſecond at- 
tempt made her merit them. 

She drove immediately, by the previous 
direction of Delvile, to a lodging- houſe in 
Albemarle-Street, which he had taken care 
to have prepared for her reception. She 
then ſent for a chair, and went to Mrs. 
Delvile's. Her being ſeen by the ſervants 
of that houſe was not very important, as 
their maſter was ſoon to be acquainted 
with the 12al motive of her journey. 

She was ſhewn into a parlour, while 
Mrs. Delvile was informed of her arrival, 


and there flown to by Delvile with the moſt 


grateful cagerneſs. Yet ſhe ſaw in his 


countenance that all was not well, and heard 


upon enquiry, that his mother was con- 
ſiderably worſe. 

Extremely ſhocked by this intelligence, 
ſhe already began to lament her unfortu- 
nate enterpriſe. Delvile ſtruggled, by ex- 
erting his own ſpirits, to reſtore her's, but 
forced gaiety 1s never ex lilarating; and, full 
of, care and anxiety, he was ill able to 
appear ſprightly and caſy. 

They were ſoon, ſummoned up ſtairs into 


the apartment of Mrs. Delvile, who was 


lying upon a couch, pale, weak, and much 
altered. Delvile led the Way, ſaying, 
- Here, madam, comes one whoſe ſight 


will bring peace and pleaſure to you !” 
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« This, indeed,” cried Mrs. Delvile, 


half riſing and embracing her, “is the 
form in which they are moſt welcome to 
me! virtuous, noble Cecilia! what honour 
you do my ſon! with what joy, ſhould 1 
ever recover, ſhall I aſſiſt him in Paying the 
gratitude he owes you?” 

Cecilia, grieved at her finiarios, ind af- 
fected by her kindneſs, could only anſwer 
with her tears; which, however, were not 
ſhed alone; for Devile's eyes were full, as he 
paſſionately exclaimed, . This, this is the 
ſight my heart has thus long defired ! the 
wife of my choice taken to the boſom of 
the parent I revere! be yet but well, my 


beloved mother, and I will be thankfol for 


every calamity that has led to . vert a 
concluſion !” 

« Content yourſelf, however, my ſon, 
with one of us, cried Mrs. Delvile, n 
e and content yourſelf, if you can, though 
your hard lot ſhould make that one this-crea- 


ture of full bloom, health, and youth! Ah, 
my love,” added ſhe, more ſeriouſly, and ad- 


dreſſing the ſtill weeping Cecilia, © ſhould 


now Mortimer, in loſing me, loſe thoſe 
cares by which alone, for ſome months 


paſt, my life has been rendered tolerable, 
how peaceably ſhall I reſign him to one ſo 
able to recompenſe his filial patience and 


This 
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This was not a ſpeech to ſtop the tears 
of Cecilia, though ſuch warmth of appro- 
bation quieted her conſeientious ſcruples. 
Delvile now earneſtly interfered; he told 
her that his mother had been ordered not to 
talk or exert herſelf, and entreated her to 
be compoſed, and his mother to be ſilent. 

c Be it your buſineſs, then,” ſaid Mrs. 
Delvile, more gaily, © to find us enter- 
tainment. We willpromiſe to be very ſtill if 
you will take that trouble upon yourſelf.” 

« Twill not,” anſwered he, © be rallied 
from my purpoſe ;. if I cannot entertain, it 
will be ſomething to weary you, for that 
may incline you to take reſt, which will be 
anſwering a better purpoſe.” 

Mortimer, returned ſhe, © is. this 
the ingenuity of duty or of love? and 
which are you juſt now thinking of, my 
health, or a converſation: uninterru preg with 
Miſs Beverley EF 

Perhaps a little of both!“ ſaid he, 
chearfully, though colouring. 

4 But you rather meant it ſhould haſh,” 
ſaid Mrs. Delvile,, „you were: thinking 
only of me? I have always. obſerved, that 
where one ſcheme” anſwers. two purpoſes, 
the oftenſive is never the purpoſe moſt at 
heart.” | 
* Why it is but common prudence,” 
anſwered Delvile, © to feel our way a little 

L 5, _ - before 
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before we mention what we moſt wiſh, and 
ſo caſt the hazard of the refuſal upon ſome- 
thing rather leſs important.” 

« Admirably ſettled!” cried Mrs. Del- 
vile: ſo my reſt is but to prove:Miſs 
Beverley's diſturbance Well, it is only 
anticipating our future way of liſe, when 
her diſturbance, in taking the management 
of 25 to herſelf, will of gourſe prove my 
9 
She then Wiel repoſed herſelf, and 
Delvile diſcourſed with Cecilia upon their 
future plans, hopes and actions. 

He meant to ſet off from the Chowk: 
door to Delvile Caſtle, to acquaint his fa- 
ther with his marriage, and then to return 
inſtantly to London: there he entreated 
hr to ſtay with his mother, that, find- 

them both together, he might not ex- 
hanſt her patience, by making his parting 
viſit occaſion another journey to Suffolk 

But here Cecilia reſolutely oppoſed him; 
ſaying, her only chance to eſcape diſcovery, 
was going inſtantly to her own houſe; and 
repreſenting ſo earneſtly her deſire that their 


marriage ſhould be unknown till his return 


to England, upon a thouſand motives of 
delicacy, propriety, and fearfulneſs, that 
the obligation he owed already to a com- 
pliance which he ſaw grew more and more re- 
Iuctant, reſtrained him both in gratitude and 


pity 
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pity from perſecuting her further. Neither 
would ſhe conſent to ſeeing him in Suffolk; 
which could but delay his mother“ 8 derne 
and expoſe bee, to unneceſſary ſu picions; 
ſhe promiſed, h owever, to write to him 
often, and as, from his mother's weakneſs, 
he muſt trayel very lowly, ſhe took a plan 
of his route, and engaged that he ſhould 
find a letter from her at every great town. 

The bond which he had a ready had al- 
tered, he inſiſted upon leaying in her own 
cuſtody, averſe to applying 10 N Monck- 
ton, whoſe behaviour to him had before 
given him diſguſt, and in whom Cecilia 
herſelf no longer wiſhed, to confide. He 
had again applied to the ſame lawyer, Mr. 
Singleton, to give her away; for though to 
his ſecrecy he had no tie, he had ſtill leſs to 
any entire ſtranger., Mrs. Delvile was too 
ill to attend them to church, nor would 
Delvile have deſired from her ſuch abſolute 
defiance of his father. 

Cecilia now gave another ſigh to her de- 
parted friend Mrs. Charlton, whoſe pre- 
ſence upon this awful occaſion would elſe 
again have ſoothed and ſupported her. 
She had no female friend in whom ſhe 
could rely; bur feeling a repugnance in- 
vincible to being accompanied only by 
men, ſhe accepted the attendance of Mrs.. 
Delvile' s own woman, who. had lived many. 

i 6 years 


nein 

years in the family, and was high | in the 
| favour and confidence of e 

The arrangement of theſe an biker ar 


ticles, with occaſional interruptions” from 
Mrs. Delvile, fully employed the-evening. 


Delvile would not truſt again to meeting 


her at the church; but begged her to ſen 
out her ſervants between ſeven” and eigh 
o'clock in the morning, at which time le 
would himſelf call for her with à chair: 
She went away early, that Mrs. Deivile 
might go to reſt, and it was mutually 
agreed they ſhould riſk no meeting the next 


day. Delvile conjured them to part with 


firmneſs and chearfulneſs, and Cecilia, 
fearing her own emotion, would have re- 


tired without bidding her adieu. But Mrs. 


Delvile, calling after her, ſaid, “ Take 
with you my bleſſing P and tenderly em- 
bracing her, added, My ſon, as my chief 
nurſe, claims a preſeriptive right to govern 
me, but I will break from his control to 
tell my ſweet Cecilia what eaſe and what 
delight ſhe has already given to my mind! 
my beſt hope of recovery is founded on the 
_ pleaſure I anticipate in witneſſing. your 

mutual happineſs: but ſhould my Villneſs 
prove fatal, and that felicity be denied me, 
my greateſt earthly care is already removed 
by the ſecurity I feel of Mortimer's future 


peace. Take with you, then, my ä 
or 
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you are become one to me! long 


: 5 
40 of my affection, now wife of my 
darling ſon! love her, Mortimer, as The 


mers 434 cheriſh her with tendereſt gra- 
titude!—banith, ſweeteſt Cecilia, every ap- 
prehenſion chat oppreſſes you, and receive 
in Mortimer Delvile a huſband that will re- 
vere your virtues, and dignify your choice?” 

She then embraced her wel ty and ſeeing 
that her heart was too full for ſpeech; ſuf- 
fered her to go without making any anſwer. 
Delvile attended her to her chair, ſcarce 
leſs moved than herſelf, and found only 
opportunity to entreat her punctuality the 
next motning. 4 
Sde had, ; BE no inclination to fail 
in her appointment, or riſk” the repetition 

of ſcenes fo affecting, or ſituations ſo alarm- 
ing. Mrs. Delvile's full approbation ſome- 
what reſtored to her her own, but nothing 
could remove the fearful anxiety, which 
{till privately tormented her with expecta- 
tions of another diſappointment. 

The next morning ſhe aroſe with the 
light, and calling all her courage to her 
aid, determined to conſider this day as de- 
ciſive of her deſtiny with regard to Delvile, 
and, rejoicing that at leaſt all ſuſpenſe 
would be over, to ſupport herſelf with 
fortitude, be that deſtiny what it might. 


At the appointed time ſhe ſent her maid 
to 
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to vifit Mrs. Hill, and gave ſome errands 
to her man that carried him to a diſtant 
art of the town: but ſhe charged them 
oth tõ return to the lodg 


A 


o'clock, at which hour ſhe 


06 CET CFT 


ings by nine 
ordered a chaiſe 


for recurning inco the county. © - 7 


at the door. He v 


Delvile, Who was impatiently watching 
for their quitting the houſe, only waited till 
they were out of ſight, to preſent himſelf 
t tl was ſhewn into a parlour, 
where ſhe inſtantly attended him; and 
being told that the clergyman, Mr. Single- 
ton, and Mrs. Delvile's woman, were al- 
ready in the church, ſhe gave him her hand 
in ſilence, and he led her to the chair. 
The calmneſs of ſtifled hope had now 
taken place in Cecilia of Gai 
and alarm, Occupied with a firm belief 
ſhe ſhould never be the wife of Delvile, 
ſhe only waited, with a deſperate ſort of 
' patience, to ſee when and by whom ſhe 


was next to be parted from him. 


vile ſtopt the chair. 
out of it, and diſcharging the chairmen, 


When they arrived near the church, Del- 
He handed Cecilia 


ſenſations 


conducted her into the church. He was 
ſurpriſed himſelf at her compoſure, but 
_ earneſtly wiſhing it to laſt, took care not to 
ſay to her a word that ſhould make any 
anſwer from her neceſſary, 3 
He gave her, as before, to Mr. Single- 


3 


ton, 


ton, ſecretly praying that not, as before, 
ſne might be given him in vain: Mrs. 
Dein e woman: -arrended ber, the dees 


bine DIET Mt terror, leſt on; con: 


cealed perſon ſhould again anſwer it,. and 


Cecilia, with a ſort of ſteady diſmay in her 


countenance, caſt her eyes round the 


church, with no other view than that of 
ſeeing, from what c corner .the Probibiter 
would ſtart. 

She looked, however, to no purpoſe; ; 
no prohibiter appeared, the ceremony was 
performed without any interruption, and 
ſhe received the thanks of Delvile, and the 
congratulations of the little ſet, before the 
idea which had ſo ſtrongly pre- occupied 
her imagination, was ſufficiently removed 
from it to ſatisfy her ſhe was really married. 

They then went to the ren where 
their buſineſs was not long; and Delvile 
again put Cecilia into a chair, which again 
he accompanied on foot. 

Her ſenſibility now ſoon returned, though 


ſtill attended with ſtrangeneſs and a ſenſa- 
tion 
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tion of incredulity. But the ſight of Del- 
vile at her lodgings, contrary ' to their 
agreement, wholly recovered her ſenſes from 
the ſtupor which had dulled them. He 
came, however, but to acknowledge how 
highly ſhe had obliged him, to ſee her 
himſelf reſtored to the animation natural 
to her character, and to give her a million 
of charges, reſulting from anxiety and ten- 
derneſs. And then, fearing the return of 
her ſervants, he quitted her, and ſet out 
for Delvile Caſtle. 

The amazement of Cecilia was ain un- 
conquerable; to be actually united with 
Delvile! to be his with the full conſent of 
his mother, —to have him her's, beyond 
the power of his father, ſhe could not 
reconcile it with poſſibility; ſhe fancied it 
a dream,—but a dream from which ſhe 
wiſhed not to awake. 
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C ECILIA's journey back to the coun- 
try was as ſafe and free from interrup- 
tion as her journey had been to town, and 
all that diſtinguiſhed them was what paſſed 
in her own. mind: the doubts, ' apprehen- 
ſions, and deſponding ſuſpenſe which had 
accompanied her ſetting oyt, were now all 
removed, and certainty, cafe, the expectation 
of happineſs, and the ceffation of all per- 
plexity, had taken their place. She had 
nothing left to dread but the inflexibi- 
lity of Mr. Delvile, and hardhy any thing 

even to hope but the recovery of his lady. 
Her friends at her return expreſſed their 
wonder at her expedition, but their wonder 
at what occaſioned it, though ſtill greater, 
met no ſatis faction. Henrietta rejoiced in 
her ſight, though her abſence ha * ſo 
Ort; 
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ſhorr; and Cecilia, whoſe affection with her 
pity increaſed, intimated to her the event 


for which ſhe wiſhed her to prepare her- 


ſelf, and frankly acknowledged ſhe had 
reaſon to expect it would ſoon — place. 
Henrietta endeavoured with compoſure 


to receive this intelligence, and to return 


ſuch a mark of confidence with chearful 
congratulations: but her fortitude was un- 
equal to an effort ſo heroic, and her cha- 
racter was too ſimple to aſſume a greatneſs 
ſne felt not: ſhe. ſighed: and. changed co- 
lour; and haſtily — the room that ſhe 
might ſob aloud: in another... 
Warm- hearted, tender, and ſuſceprible, 
her affections were all undiſguiſed : ſtruck 
with the elegance of Delvile, and enchanted 


by his ſervices to her brother, ſhe. had loſt 


to him her heart at firſt without miſſing it, 
and, when miſſed, without ſeeking to re- 
claim it, The hopeleſsneſs of ſuch. a paſ- 
ſion he! never conſidered, nor aſked, Berielf 
its end, or ſcarce ſuſpected its aim; it was 
pleaſant to her at the time, and ſhe Jooked 
not to the future, but fed it with viſionary 
ſchemes, and ſoothed it , with, voluntary 
fancies. Now ſhe knew all was over, ſhe 
felt the folly ſhe had committed, but though 
ſenſibly = candidly angry at her own er- 
ror, its conviction offered nothing but ſorrow 
to ſucceed it. 


The 
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The felicity of Cecilia, whom ſhe loved, 


admired and revered, ſhe wiſhed with the 
genuine ardour of zealous ſincerity z but 
that Delvile, the very cauſe and ſole ſubject 
of her own perſonal unhappineſs, ſhould 
himfelf conſtitute» that felicity, was too 
much for her ſpirits; and -ſeemed to her 
mortified mind too cruel in her deſtiny. 

Cecilia, who in the: very vehemence of 
her ſorrow ſaw its innocence, was too juſt 
and too noble to be offended by it, or im- 
pute to the bad paſſions of envy or jealouſy, 
the artleſs regret of an untutored mind. To 
be penetrated too deeply with the merit of 


Delvile, with her wanted no excuſe, and ſne 


grieved for her ſituation with but little 


mixture of blame, and none of ſurpriſe. She 


redoubled her kindneſs and — with the 
hope of conſoling her, but ventured to truſt 
her nb further, lh reßection, and her natu- 
ral good ſenſe, ſhould hotter DE her, to 
bear:an. explanation. PLE 

Nor was this friendly exertion any Jak 
a hardſhip to her; the ſudden removal, in 


her own feelings and affairs, of diſtreſs and 


expectation, had now ſo much lightened her 
heart, that ſne could ſpare without repin- 
ing, ſome portion of its en to her dejec- 
ted young friend. | WY 
But an incident happened two mornings 


after which called back, and moſt unplea- 
ſantly, 


ne 


ſantly, her attention to herſelf. She was 
told that Mrs. Matt, the poor woman ſhe 
had ſettled in Bury, begged an audience, 
and upon ſending for her up ſtairs, and 
deſiring to know what ſhe could do for 
her, Nothing, madam; juſt now, the 


N 5 * 


anſwered, © for I don't come upon my ona 
buſineſs, but to tell ſome news to you, ma 
dam. You bid me never take notice ke 
wedding, that was to be, and I'm ſure: 1 
never opened my mouth about. it from that 
time to this; but I have found out who/it 
was put a ſtop to it, and ſo I come 0 tell 
ou. 
: Cecilia, 8 amazed,” eagerly de. 
ſired her to go on. 
Why, madam, I don't know che gen- 
tlewoman's name quite right 2 but ha can 
tell you where ſhe lives, Bet her, as 
foon as I ſet eyes on her, 185 I: Tee her at 
church laſt Sunday, and I would have fol- 
lowed her home, but ſhe went into a coach, 
and T could not walk faſt enough; but I 
aſked one of the footmen where the lived, 
and he ſaid at the great houſe at the Grove : 
and perhaps, madam, you may know where 
that is : and then he told me her name, but 
that I can't juſt now think of.” 


Good heaven!“ cried Cecilia.“ it 


could not be Bennet?“ 
« Yes, ma' am, that's the very name; I 
know it again now | hear it.“ 


Cecilia 
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Cecilia then haſtily diſmiſſed her, firſt 
defiring her not to mention the circum- 
ſtance to any body. 

Shocked and diſmayed, ſhe now ſaw, but 
ſaw with horror, the removal of all her 
doubts, and the explanation of all her diffi- 
culties, in the full and irrefragable diſco- 
very of the perfidy of her oldeſt friend and 
confident. | 

| Miſs Bennet herſelf ſhe regarded in the 
affair as a mere tool, which, though in effect 
it did the work, was innocent of its miſ- 
chief, becauſe powerleſs but in the hand of 
its employer. 

That employer,” cried ſhe, © muſt be 
Mr. Monckton! Mr. Monckton whom ſo 
long I have known, who ſo willingly has 
been my counſellor, ſo ably my inſtructor ! 
in whoſe integrity I have confided, upon 
whoſe friendſhip I have relied ! my ſuccour 
in all emergencies, my guide in all per- 
plexities! Mr. Monckton thus diſho- 
nourably, thus barbarouſly to betray me 
to turn againſt me the very confidence 1 
had repoſed in Iis regard for me! and 
make uſe of my own truſt to furniſh the 
means to injure me! 

She was now wholly confirmed that he 
had wronged her with Mr. Delvile ; ſhe 
could not have two enemies ſo malignant 
without provocation, and he who ſo unfeel- 
ingly could diſſolve a union at the very 
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altar, could alone have che baſeneſs to Car 
lumniate her ſo cruelly. ' 

Evil thoughts thus awitketes ſtopt not 
merely upon facts; conjecture carried her 


further, and conjecture built upon probabi- 
lity. The officiouſneſs of Morrice in pur- 


ſuing her to London; his viſiting her when 


there, and his following and watching Del- 
vile, ſhe now reaſonably concluded were 
actions directed by Mr. Monckton, whoſe 


houſe he had but juſt left, and whoſe orders, 


whatever they might be, ſhe was almoſt 
certain he would obey. Availing himſelf, 
therefore, of the forwardneſs and ſupple- 
neſs which met in this young man, ſhe 
doubted not but his intelligence had con- 
tributed to acquaint him with her Fboceed- 


ings. 
The motivof ſuch deep concerted! and 
accummulated treachery was next to be 
ſought : nor was the ſearch long ; one only 
could have tempted him to ſchemes ſo ha- 
zardous and coſtly; and, unſuſpicious as ſhe 
was, ſhe now ſaw into his whole defign 
Long accuſtomed to regard him as a ſafe 
and diſintereſted old friend, the reſpect with 
which, as a child, ſhe had looked up to him, 
ſhe had inſenſibly preſerved when a woman. 
That reſpect had taught her to conſider his 
notice as a favour, and far from ſuſpiciouſly 
ſhunning, ſhe had innocently courted 4 
c | an 
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and his readineſs in adviſing and tutoring 
her, his frank and eaſy friendlineſs of beha- 


viour, had kept his influence unimpaired, 


by preventing its. Teenet. ans from being 


detected. 09 £1 
But now the ahale aug was revealed ; 


his averſion to the Delviles, to which hi- 
therto ſhe had attributed all ſhe diſapprov- 
ed in his behaviour, ſhe was convinced muſt 
be ihagequnte to ſtimulate him to ſuch 


lengths. That averſion itſelf was by this 


late ſurmiſe accounted for, and no ſooner 


did it occur to her, than a thouſand cir- 
cumſtances coulifmnedt.; It. 


The firſt among theſe was the evident ill 


will of Lady Margaret, which though ſhe 
hadeoaſtanaly imputed to the general iraſci- 
bility for which her character was notori- 
ous, ſhe had often wondered to find impe- 
netrable to all endeavours to pleaſe or ſof- 


ten her. His care of her fortune, his ex- 


hortations againſt her expences, his wiſh to 
make her live with Mr. Briggs, all contri- 
buted to point out the ſelfiſhneſs of his at- 
tentions, which in one inſtance rendered 
viſible, became obvious in every other. 

Yet various as. were the incidents that 
now poured upon her memory to his diſ- 
grace, not one among them took its riſe 
trom his behaviour to herſelf, which always 
had been {ſcrupulouſly circumſpect, or if for 

a moment 
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a moment unguarded, only at a ſeaſon when 


her own diſtreſs or confuſion had prevented 
her from perceiving it. This recollection 
almoſt ſtaggered her ſuſpicions; yet ſo ab- 


ſolute ſeemed the confirmation they receiĩv- 
ed from every other, that her doubt was 


overpowered, and ſoon wholly extinguiſhed. 
She was yet ruminating upon this ſub. 
ject, when word was brought her that Mr. 


Monckton was in the parlour. | 


4 * % 


Mingled diſguſt and indignation made 
her ſhudder at his name, and without pauſ- 
ing a moment, ſhe ſent him word ſhe was 
engaged, and could not poſſibly leave her 


room. 


Aſtoniſbed by ſuch a diſmiſſion, he left 


the houſe in the utmoſt confuſion. But 
Cecilia could not endure to ſee him, after a 
diſcovery of ſuch hypocriſy and villainy. 
She conſidered, however, that the matter 
could not reſt here: he would demand an 
explanation, and perhaps, by his unparal- 
leled addreſs, again contrive to ſeem inno- 
cent, notwithſtanding appearances were at 
preſent ſo much againſt him. Expecting, 
therefore, ſome artifice, and determined not 
to be duped by it, ſhe ſent again for the 
Pew-opener, to examine her more ſtrictly. 
The woman was out at work in a private 
family, and could not come till the even- 
ing : but, when further queſtioned, the de- 
9 ſcription 


Vol 
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ſcription ſhe gave of Miſs Bennet was too 
exact to be diſputed. | 

She then deſired hex to call again the next 
morning: and ſent a fervant to the Grove, 
with her compliments to Miſs Bennet, and 
a requeſt that ſne might ſend her carriage 
for her the next day, at any time ſhe pleaſed, 
as ſhe wiſhed much to ſpeak with her. 

This meſſage, ſhe was aware, might create 


ſame ſuſpicion, and put her upon her 


guard; but the thought, nevettheleſs,” a 


ſudden meeting with the Pew-opener, whom 


ſhe meant abruptly to confront with her, 
would baffle the ſecurity of any previoufly 
ſettled ſcheme. . © e 


AE 


To a conviction ſuch as this even Mr. 
Monckton muſt, ſubmit, and ſinte he was 
loſt to her as a friend, ſhe might at leaſt 
{ave herfelf the pain of keeping up his ac- 


quaintance. 
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TH E ſeryant did not return till it was 
2 dark; and then, with a leok of much 
diſmay, ſaid he had been able to meet with 
nobody who could either , give or take a 
meſſage ; that the Groye was all in confu- 
ſion, and the whale country in an uproar, 
for Mr. Monckton, juſt as he arrived, had 
been brought home dead!  _ 
Cecilia fereamed with involuntary hot- 
ror; a pang like remorſe ſeized her mind, 
with the apprehenſion ſhe had ſome ſhare in 
this cataſtrophe, and innocent as ſhe was 
either of his fall or his crimes, ſhe no 
ſooner heard he was no more, than ſhe for- 
got he had offended her, and reproached 
herſelf with ſeverity for the ſhame to which 
ſhe meant to expoſe him the next morning. 
Dreadfully diſturbed by this horrible in- 
cident, ſhe entreated Mrs. Harrel and Hen- 
rietta to ſup by themſelves, and going into 
her own room, determined to write the 


whole affair to Delvile, in a letter ſhe | 


ſhould direct to be left at the poſt- office for 


him at Margate. 
I | And 


Curio 
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And here ftrongly ſhe felt the happinefs 


of being actually his wife; ſhe could now 
without reſerve make him acquainted with 


all her affairs, and tell to the maſter of her 
heart every emotion that entered it. 
While engaged in this office, the very ac- 


tion of which quieted her, a letter was 


brought her from Delvile himſelf. She re- 


ceived it with gratitude and opened it with 


joy; he had promiſed to write ſoon, but ſo 

ſoon ſnie had thought impoſſible. 
The reading took not much time; the 

letter contained but the n words: 


| 


To Miſs Brvrklv. 


N e a 


Be alone, I. conjute you 5 diſmiſs every 
body, and admit me this moment! 7 

- Great was her Anon me at this note ! 
no name to jt; no concluſion; the cha- 
raters indiſtinct, the writing Crooked, 
the words ſo few, and thoſe work ſcarce 
legible!! ; 

He deſired to ſee her, anch to ſee her 
alone; ſhe could not heſitate in her com- 
pliance, —but whom could ſhe diſmiſs 
her ſervants, if ordered away, would butibe 


cue upon the watch,—ſhe could think 
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of no expedient, ſhe was all hurry and 
amazement. 

She aſked if any one waited for an an- 
ſwer? The footman ſaid no ; that the note 
was given in by ſomebody who did not 
ſpeak, and who ran out of ſight the mo- 

ment he had delivered it. 

She could not doubt this was Delvile 
himſelf, — Delvile who ſhould now be juſt 
returned from the caſtle to his mother, and 


whom ſhe had thought not even a letter 


would reach if directed any where nearer 


than Margate ! 
All ſhe could deviſe in obedience to him, 
was to go and wait for him alone in her 


dreſſing- room, giving orders that if any one 


called they might be immediately brought 
up to her, as ſhe expected ſomebody upon 
buſi neſs, with whom ſhe muſt not be in- 
terrupted. 
This was extremely diſagreeable to her; 
' yet, contrary as it was to their agreement, 
the felt no inclination to reproach Delvile; 
the abruptneſs of his note, the evident 
hand- ſhak ing with which it had been writ- 
ten, the ſtrangeneſs of the requeſt in a ſitu- 
ation ſuch as theirs, —all concurred to aſ- 
ſure her he came not to her idly, and all led 
her to apprehend he came to her Wird evil 
tidipgs. 
What they might be, ſhe had no time to 


3 I, conjecture; 
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conjecture; a ſervant, in a few minutes, 
opened the dreſſing- room door, and ſaid, 
« Ma'am, a gemleman;“ and Delvile, 
abruptly entering, ſhut it himſelf, in his 
eagerneſs to get rid of him. 

At his ſight, her prognoſtication of ill 
became ſtronger! ſhe went forward to meet 
him, and he advanced to her {miling and 
in haſte, but that ſmile did not well do its 
office; it concealed not a pallid counte- 
nance, in which every feature ſpoke horror; 
it diſguiſed not an aching heart, which al- 


moſt viſibly throbbed with intolerable emo- 


tion! Yet he addreſſed her in terms of ten- 
derneſs and peace; but his tremulous voice 
counteracted his words, and ſpoke that all 
within was tumult and war! | 
Cecilia, amazed, affrighted, had no pow- 
er to haſten an explanation, which, on his 
own. part, he ſeemed unable, or fearful to 
begin. He talked to her of his happineſs 
in again ſeeing her before he left the king- 
dom, entreated her to write to him conti- 
nually, ſaid the ſame thing two and three 
times in a breath, began with one ſubject, 
and ſeemed unconſcious he wandered pre- 
tently into another, and aſked her queſtions 
innumerable about her health, journey, 
affairs, and eaſe of mind, without hearing 
from her any anſwer, or ſeeming to mils 
that ſhe made none. 
K-43; Cecilia- 
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Cecilia grew dreadfully terrified; ſome- 


thing ſtrange and moſt alarming ſhe was ſure 
muſt have happened, but haz, ſhe had no 


means to know, nor courage, nor even 
words to enquire. | ) 

Delvile, at length, the firſt Prey of 57 
ſpirits abating, became more coherent and 


conſiderate : and looking anxiouſly at her, 


laid, © Why this filence, my Cecilia?” 


* know not!” [ſaid ſhe, endeavouring | 


to recover herſelf, “ but your coming was 


unexpected: I was juſt writing to you at 


Margate.” 

Write till, then; but direct to Of. 
tend; I ſhall be quicker than the poſt ; and 
I would not loſe a letter—a line—a word 
trom you, for all the world can offer me !” 

& Quicker than the poſt ?” cried” Ceci- 
lia; © but how can Mrs. Delvile—” ſhe 
ſtopt; not knowing what ſhe might ven- 
ture to aſk. 

* She is now on the road to Margate, [ 
hope to be there to receive her. 11 mean 
but to bid you adieu, and be gone.“ 2 
Cecilia made no anſwer; ſhe was more 
and more «aſtoniſhed, more and more con- 


founded. 


Nou are thoughtful! ?** ſaid he, „ 


tenderneſs; © are you unhappy 2— ſweeteſt 
Cecilia! moſt excellent of human creatures! 


if I have made you unhappy—and I mult? 


— it is inevitable !—? 
% Oh 
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0169 Oh Delvile !” cried ſhe, now aſſuming 
more courage, « why will you not ſpeak 
to me openly ?—ſomething, I ſee, is wrong; 
may I not hear it? may 1 not tell you, at 
leaſt, my concern that any ching has dif- 
crefſed you?“ 

„ou are too good l cried he; © to 
deſerve you is not poſſible, but to afflict 
you is inhuman !*? 

Why lo?” eried the, more ehenofhl: 
ly; © muſtI not ſhare the common lot? 
or expect the whole world to be new mo- 
delled, leſt I ſhould meet in It wy thing but 
happineſs | * 

ennie 18--not; indeed, nuch danger! 
Have you pen and ink here?“ 

She brought them to him immediately, 
with paper. 

« You have been writing to me, you 
ay? Il will begin a letter myſelf,” 

e ths?” cricd me. 

He made no anſwer, but took up the 
pen, and wrote a few words, and then, 
flinging it down, ſaid Fool! I could 
have done this without coming!“ 

May I look at it?“ ſaid ſhe; and, 
linding he made no oppoſition, advanced 
and read. 

I fear to alarm you by raſh precipitation, —I 
fear to alarm you by Anger 1g ſu] 2 — but all 
not cell — 

4 «Fear 


. 


23 


Since you allow 8 cried he. grate- 
fully, ſo ſweet a claim, a claim to which 
all 3 yield, and which if you repent not 
giving me, will make all ethers nearly im- 
material to me, —I will own to you that all, 
indeed, is not well! I have been haſty,— 
you will blame me; I deſerve, indeed, to 
be blamed !—entruſted with your peace and 
happineſs, to ſuffer rage, reſentment, vio- 
lence, to make me forego what I owed to 
ſuch a depoſite If yeur blame, however, 
ſtops ſhort of repentance - but it cannot!“ 

% What, then,“ cried the with warmth, 


e muſt you have done? for there is not an 


action of which I believe you capable, there 
is not an event which I believe to be poſ- 
ſible, that can ever make me repent , be- 
longing to you wholly !” 

© Generous, condeſcending Cecilia! 
cried he; Words ſuch as theſe, hung 
there not upon mean evil the moſt deprel- 
ſing, would be almoſt more than I could 
bear—would make me too bleſt for mor- 
tality !*? 


«© But words ſuch as theſe,” ſaid ſhe 


more 


. | a 


more gaily, «] might long have coquetted 
ere I had ſpoken, had you not drawn them. 
from me by this alarm. Take, therefore, 
the good with the ill, and remember, if all. 
does not go right, you have now. a truſty. 
friend, as willing to be the partner of. your 
ſerious as your happieſt hours.” 

“ Shew. but as much firmneſs as you. 
have ſhewn ſweetneſs,” cried he, “and I 
will fear to tell you nothing.“ 

She reiterated her aſſurances; they then 
both ſat down, and he began his account. 

* Immediately from your lodgings I 
went where I had ordered a chaiſe, and 
ſtopt only to change horſes till I reached 


Delvile Caſtle. My father ſaw me with. 


ſurpriſe, and received me with: coldneſs.. I 
was compelled by my ſituation to be abrupt, 
and told him I came, before I accompanied 
my mother abroad, to make him acquaint- 


ed with an affair "which thought myſelf. 


bound in duty and reſpect to ſuffer no-one 
to communicate to him but myſelf.. He 
then ſternly. interrupted. me, and declared: 
in high. terms, that if. this affair concerned: 
you, he would not liſten to it.. I attemp ted 
to remonſtrate upon this injuſtice, whip. he 
paſſionately broke forth; into new and hor- 
rible charges againſt you, affirming that he 
had them from authority as indiſputable as. 
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ocular demonſtration. I was then certain 


of ſome foul play.” — 


« Foul play indeed!” cried Cecilia, who 
now knew but too well by whom ſhe had 
been injured. *© Good heaven, how have I 


been deceived, where moſt I have truſted !* 

e told him,” continued Delvile, *ſome 
groſs impoſition had been practice upon 
him, and earneſtly conjured him no longer 


to conceal from me by whom. This, un- 


fortunately, encreaſed his rage ; impoſi- 
tion, he ſaid, was not ſo eaſily played upon 
him, he left that for mz who ſo readily was 
duped; while for himſelf, he had only given 
credit to a man of much conſideration in 
Suffolk, who had known you from a child, 

who had ſolemnly affured him he had re- 
peatedly endeavoured to reclaim you, who 
had refcued you from the hands of Jews at 
his own hazard. and loſs, and who actually 
ſhewed him bonds acknowledging immenſe 
debts, which were figned with your own 


hand,” 


1 Horrible.! PP? exclaimed Cecilia, J be- 
heyed not {ach guilt and perfidy poſſible!” 
Hog I was ſcarce mylelf,” reſumed Delvile, 


te While T heard him: I demanded even 
with fierceneſs his author, whom I ſcrupled 
not. to, execrate as he deſerved; he coldly 
anſwered he was bound by an oath never 


to reveal him, nor ſhould he repay his ho- 
nourable 


CEE CID El ab 
nourable/attentiof#to his family jo a breach 
of his Own word, Were it even leſs formally 
engaged. I then Toft all patience; to men- 
tion honour, I cried, was a farce; where 
ſuch infamous calumnĩes were liſtened to; 
but let me not ſhock you unneceſſarily, 
you may readily conjecture what paſſed. 1 

«© Ah me!” cried Cecilia, “ you have 
then quarrelled with your father! ?“?“ 

„I have!” ſaid he; © nor does he yet 

know I am married: in ſo much wrath there 
was no room for narration ; I only pledged 
myſelf by all I held ſacred, never to reſt till I 
wy lege your fame, by the detection of 
this villainy, and then left him without 
further explanation.“ 
Oh return, then, to km directly l 
cried Cecilia; & he is your father, you are 
bound to bear with his diſpleaſure; ;— alas! 
had you never known me, you had never 
- MEOrred SEPT 5H 0s 

« Believe me,” he anſwered; «Iam ar 
at eaſe under it: if you wiſh- it, when you 
have heard me, I will go to him immedi- 
ately ; if not, I will write, ang you ſhall 
yourſelf dictate what.“ 

Cecilia thanked him, and- begged 1. 
would continue his account. 

My firſt ſtep, when J left the Caſtle, 
was to ſend a letter to my mother, in which 
| entreated her to ſet out as ſoon as poſſible 
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for Margate, as I was detained, from her 
unavoidably, and was unwilling my delay 


ſhould either retard our journey, jor oblige 


her to travel faſter. At Margate I hoped. 


to be as ſoon as herſelf, if not before her.” 


And why,” cried Cecilia, ©&. did you 
not go to town as you had Freges. and; 


accompany her?“ 
% had buſineſs another way. 1 came 
hither.“ 
. Pirectiy "F897, 
No but ſoon.” _ 
« Where did you go firſt?“ 


« My Cecilia, it is now you muſt ſum- 


mon your fortitude : I left my father with- 
out an explanation on my. part ;— but not 


till, in his rage of aſſerting his authority, he 


had unwarily named his informant,” 15 
«Well P” 
© That informant— the molt deceitful 
of men !—was your long pretended friend, 


Mr. Monckton |!” 
% Sol feared !'* ſaid Cecilia, whoſe blood 


now ran cold through her veins with ſudden 


and new apprehenſions. 

e] rode to the Grove, on hack-horſes, 
and on a full gallop the whole way. I got 
to him early in the evening. I was ſhewn 
into his library. I told him my errand.— 
You look pale, my love? You are not 


well 2"? 


Cecilia, 
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Cecilia, too, ſick $i ſpeech, leant he. 
head upon à table. elvile was, going to 
call for help; wa the 175 1 upon 
his arm to ſtop him, and, perceiving ſhe 
was only mentally affected, he reſted,. and 
endeavoured by every poli ble means- 10 re- 
vive her. | 

After a while, ſhe again raiſe” her 71 
faintly ſaying, © I am ſorry I interrupted 
you; but the concluſion I already dan, 

Mr. Monekton is dead P*' _ 

Not dead,” cried he; 4 dangerouſly, 
indeed, wounded, but thank, heaven, not 
actually esd? 

1 Not dead ?? cried Cecilia, with re- 
cruited ſtrength and ſpirits, ** Oh then all 
yet may be well |—if he is not dead, W May 
recover!“ 

He may; I hope b 

Now, then,” ſhe cried, © tell me all: 
I can bear any intelligence but of death by 
human means.“ 

I, meant not to have gone ſuch lengths; 3 
far an it; I hold duels in abhorrence, as 
unjuſtifiable acts of violence, and ſavage 
devices, of revenge. I have offended againſt 
my own conviction, —but, tranſported with 
paſſion at his infamous charges, I was not 
maſter of my reaſon ; I accuſed him of his 
perfidy; he denied it; I told him I had ir 
trom my father, he changed the ſubject to 

pour 
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pour abuſe ph 

7 to clear 50 for, he afked by wh 
ut? F ferceſy anfvefed, b Abolband 5 
is eountenance, then, exp ine at Jeaft 

che ntotives of his treachery, —he loves you 


himfelf! he had probably fchemed to keep 


you free till his Fife died, and then 
cluded. his machinatiohs would ſet ure 


his dwn. For this purpoſe, finding He Was in 
danger of loſing. you, he was enen even 
to blaſt your , character, rather thin ſuffer 


you to eſcape him!” Bur the moment I ac- 


knowledged my marriage he grew more fu- 
rious than myſelf; and, in ſhort—for why 

relate the fregzies of rage? we walked out 
98 ether ; ny tr avelling piſtols were already 
chi Pad T'eave him his choite of them, 
and, the challenge being mine, for infolence 
joined with guilt had robbed * me 6f "all for- 
beatrance, he fired firſt, but miſſed me: 1 


then demanded” whether he would clear 


your fame ? he called out © Fire! 1 will 
make no terms,“ ] did fire, Land unfor- 
tunately aimed better! We had "either of 


us any ſecond, all was the reſult of imme- 


diate paſſion; but I ſoon got people to him, 

and aſſiſted in conveying him home. He 
was at firſt believed to be dead, and J was 
feized by his ſcrvants; but be afterwards 
ſhewed ſigns of lite, and by fending for my 


friend Biddulph, I was releaſed. Such is 
the 


hit; 1 ftked on a 1655 


eien 


the melanclioly tranſaction I came £6 relate 
to you, farting myſelf it would Tenie* 
thing leſs ſhock you from me than from 
another: yet ind bh own real concern for the 
affair, the repentance with which from the 
moment the wretch fell, I was ſtruck in being 
his deſtroyer, and the forrow, the remorſe; 
rather, which' 1 felt, in coming to wou 
you with ſuch” black, ſuch fearful intelHi-” 
cence, - you to whom all 1 owe. is Peace 
and comfort !—— theſe thoughts gave me 
ſo much diſturbance, that, in fact, 1 knew 
leſs than any other how to prepare yol for 
tuch a tale.” 

Hie ſtopt; but Cecilia could ſay nothing 5 
to cenſure him now would both be cruel a 
vain ; yet to pretend ſhe was ſatisfied 'with* 
Bis conduct, would-be doing violence toter 
judgment and veracity. She ſaw, too, 
that his error had ſprung wholly from a 
generous ardor in her defence, and t that his 
confidence in her character, had 7 ted, 
without wavering, every attack that ch 
ced.it, For this ſhe felt truly crateful ; 
yer his quarrel with his father, —the danger 
of his mother. —his neceſſary abſence, * 
her own clandeſtine ſituation, and more 
than all, the threatened death of Mr. 
Monckton by bis hands, were circumſtan-" 
ces ſo full of dread and ſadneſs, ſhe knew 
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not upon which to ſpeak, — how to offer 
him comfort, how to aſſume. a counte- 
nance. that looked able to receive any, or 
* what means to repreſs the emotions. 
hich ſo many ways aſſailed her. Del- 
vile, having vainly waited ſome reply, then: 
in a tone the moſt melancholy, ſaid, © If 
it is yet poſſible you can be ſufficiently in- 
tereſted in my fate to care what becomes 
of me, aid me now with your counſel, or 
rather with your inſtructions; I am ſcarce 
able to think for myſelf, and to be thought 
for-by you, would yet be a conſolation that 
would give me fpirit for any thing.” 
Cecilia, ſtarting from her reverie, repeat- 
ed, © To care what becomes of you? Oh 
Delvile !-—make not my heart bleed by 
words of ſuch unkindneſs !” f 
“Forgive me,” cried he, I meant not a 


232 


reproach; I meant but to ſtate my own 


conſciouſneſs how little I deſerve from you. 
You. talked to me of going to my father ? 
do you {till wiſh. it ?” 5 

c I think ſo!” cried ſhe; too much diſ- 


turbed to know what ſne ſaid, yet fearing 
again to hurt him by making him wait her 


anſwer. 


doubt: too 


ee will go then,” ſaid he, © without 

8 to be guided by you, 
which- ever way I ſteer. I have now, indeed, 
N much 


5 
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much to tell him but whatever may be his 
wrath, there is little fear, at this time, that 
my own temper cannot bear it! what 96h 
ſhall I do ?” 
What next 2” repeated ſhe; * 6c indeed 
I know not!? \ 
„Shall Igo immediately to Marge 
ſhall I firſt ride hither ?? 
If you. pleaſe,”. faid ſhe much per- 
turbed, and deeply ſighing. 7 
I pleaſe nothing by your direction, 


to follow that is my only chance of plea- 
ſure. Which, then, Hall I de ve will 
not, now, refuſe to direct me ? | 115 
6 No, certainly, not for the world! l 
<« Speak to me, then, my love, and tell 
me ;—why are you thus nien; — is it pain- 


ful to you to counſel me?“ 


Na, indeed!” faid. * ufting her 
hand to hay. Ned, + 21 will {peak 10 Jug 
a few minutes. 1 


Oh my Cecilia!“ "cried he, looking at 


her with much alarm, cn back your 
recollection! you know not what you 
ſay, you take n elt i in what yqu 
anſwer.“ 

Indeed I do!; ſaid ſhe, in deeply, 
and oppreſſed beyond the e rs 
ing, beyond any power but an internal con- 
ſciouſneſs of wretchedneſs. 1 

T: Sigh 
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„ Sigh not ſo bitterly, „ cried” he; “ if 


you have any. compaſſion ! ſigh not 10 | bit- 


Nr; 


terly.— I cannot bear to hear you!“ 

am very ſorry indeed !” aid ſhe, 
highing agam, and not ſeeming ſenſible ſhe N 

oke. EY. eil 
el Good Tfenuen! wy cried he, ii 
* diſtract me not. with this horror ſpe ing. 
not to me in ſuchi broken Fambfices . Do 
you hear. me, Cecilia ?—why will you not 
anfwer'm ey: 1 19-1 

She ſtarted A trembled, poked" vals 
and affrighted, and } Putting botk her hands 
upon her heart, ſaid,” «Oh 3 
Ra an oppr reflion Here, 4 FOSWEACAe, a 

ilnels, I have not room for breath! — 

A Oh beloved of my. heart!“ crièd he, 

275 caſting hi melt at her feet, kill me 

not with! his det or F-call back you fa: 
cblties, =awake froim this dreadful infenfl. 
bility ! tell me at leaſt you kn&W're tell 
mel have not tortured you. uite* tb mad- 
nels! - — fole darling” _ 75 affections 


my. own,” my weddett Cecilia + reſcue me 


rm this agony ! It' is more*than I «can 
tupport !—— 35 [2 1.114 

This | enerc y of diſtreſs Brovieht back 
Her ſcattered ſenſes, ſcarce more ſtun- 
ned by the ſhock of all chis ' miſery, 


than by the reſtraint of her feelings in 
25 | {tr ugoling 
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ſtruggling to conceal it. But theſe paſſion- 
ate exelamations reſtoring her ſenfibility, 
the burſt into tears, which happily relievs 
ed her mind from the conflict with; which 
it was labouring, and which, not thus 
effected, might have ended more fatally.” 
Never had Delvile more rejojced in her 
fnijles than now in theſe ſeaſonable tears, 
which he regarded and bleſt as the preſer- 
vers of her reaſon. They flowed long 
without any intermiſſion, his foothing and 
tenderneſs but melting her to more ſorrow: 
after a while, however, the return of her 
faculties, which at firſt ſeemed all conſign- 
ed over to grief, wasmanifeſted by the return 
ing ſtrength; of her mind: ſhe blamed her- 
felt ſeverely for the little fortitude ſhe tad 
ſhewn, but having now given vent ta mo- 
tions too forcible to be "wholly! ſtifled} he 
aſſured him he might, depend upon vher 
better courage for the future; and entreated 
him to conſider and ſettle his affairs. 
Not ſpeedily, however, could Delvile 
himſelf recover; The torture he had fuf- 
tered in believing, though only for a few 
moments, that the terror he- had givenito 
Cecilia had affected her intellects, made evem 
a deeper imprefiion upon his imaginztüon, 
than the ſcene of fury and deaths which 


had occaſioned that terror: and C Gila ho 
now 
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her 
firmneſs, the pain which by her weakneſs 
the had given him, was ſooner in a condi- 
tion for reaſoning and deliberation chan 
himſelf 
Ah Delvile !” the cried, CIPO EVATY 
ing what paſſed within him, « do. you allow 
nothing for ſurprize? and nothing for the 
hard conflict of endeavouring to ſuppreſs 


it? do you think me ſtill as unfit to adviſe 


with, and as worthleſs, as feeble a counſel- 
lor, as during the kirſt confuſion of my 
mind: 29 ba 
Hurry not your tender ſpirits, I beſeech 

you,” cried he, we have time enough; 
we will talk about buſineſs by and by.” 
What time?” cried ſhe, © what is it 
now ofclock ?“ 


Good Heaven mn cried he, weking at 


his watch, * already. paſt ten] you muſt 
turn me out, my Cecilia, or calumny will 
ſtill be. buſy, even b 2 poor Monckton 
W 

AI ul turn you out, * cried ſhe, Iam 
indeed moſt earneſt to have you gone. But 


tell me your plan, and which way you 


mean o go:? N 

« That, he anſwered, you ſhall decide 
for me yourſelf : whether to Deivile Caſtle, 
to finiſh one tale, and wholly communicate 
IP another, 
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another, or to Margate, to haſten my mo- 
ther abroad, before the n this calami- 


—_ 


ty reaches her.” || {311103 g 

G0 to Margate, „ erin the, eagerly, 
« ſet off this very moment! you can write 
to your father from Oſtend. But continue, 
I conjure you, on the continent, till we fee 
if this unhappy man lives, and enquire, of 
thoſe who can judge, what muſt follow if 
he ſhould not f. [+]. yu! 

« A trial,“ ſaid he, uſt follow, Andi 
will go, I fear, but hardly with me! the chal- 
lenge was mine; his ſervants can all witneſs 
I went to him, not he to me. Oh my Ce- 
cilia! the raſhneſs of which I have been 
guilty, is ſo oppoſite to my principles, and, 
all generous as is your ſilence, L know it 
ſo oppoſite to yours, that never, ſnould his 
blood be on my hands, wretch as be was, 
never will my heart be quiet mote!“ 

« He will live, he will live!“ cried Ce- 
cilia, repreſſing her horror, fear nothing, 
for he will live ;—and as to his wound and 
his ſufferings, his perfidy has deſerved 
them. Go, then, to Margate; think only 
of Mrs. Devile, and fave her, if poſſible, 
from hearing what has happened.“ 

„ will go, —ſtay, - do which and what- 
ever you bid me: but, ſhould what I fear 
come to pals, ſhould my mother W 
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ill, my father inflexible, ſh6uld this wretch- 
ed man die, and fhould England no longer 


be a country I ſhall love tadwellli in. 


could you, then, bear town, n 
then, conſent to follow: me? . 
© Could I ?--am't not: wn) may you 
not command me? tell me, then, You 
have 84 507 Wen J accompany you 
at oncef̃f 
Delvile, affected by her generoſity, could 
ſcarce utter his thanks; yet he did not he- 
-ſitate in denying to avail himſelf of it; 
No, my Cecilia,“ he cried, © I am not 
ſo ſelfiſh, If we have not happier days, 
we will at leaſt wait for. more deſperate 
neceſſity. With the uncertainty- if I have 
not this man's life to anſwer for at the 


: hazard of my own, to take my, wife my 


bride, from the kingdom J muſt fly! 
to make her a fugitive and an exile in the 
firſt publiſhing that ſhe. is mine! No, if 1 
am not a deftined alien for life I can. never 
permit it. Nothing leſs, believe me; ſhall 


ever urge my conſent to wound the chaſte 
- propriety of your character, by UE 20 


an eloper with a dueliſt.“ 
They then again conſulted upon Ar 


future plans; ind-.concladed that in the 


preſent diſoidered. ſtate: of their affairs, it 
would be beſt not to acknowledge even to 
Mr. 


Pa 
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Mr. Dely ile their mariage, to whom. th 
r news of the duel, and Mr, Monckton's dan 


3 ger, would be a blow fo fevere, 1 add 

„ ede hal 0575 him, >. 
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with it, Delvile the etermined to 


— 


1 0 
1 write from 45 end, re- urging his entreaties 
1 for their diſcretion and ſecreſy. Cecilia 


promiſed every poſt to acquaint him how 
Mr. Mgnckton went an, and. :ſhe then ber 
ſought him to go inſtantly, that he might 
out-travel the ill news to his mother. 
le complied, and took leave of her in 
the tendereſt manner, conjuring her ta ſup- 
port her ſpirits, and be careful of, her 
health. Happineſs,” ſaid he, “ is much 
in arrears with us, and though my violence 
mays have frightened it away, your ſweet- 
7 and gentleneſs will yet attract it back: 
all that for me is in ſtore muſt be received 
at your hands, — what is offered in any o- 
ther way, I ſhall only miſtake for evil! 
droop not, We my generous Cecilia, 
but in yourſelf preſerve me!? 
will not droop';” ſaid ſhe; you 
will find, 'I hope, you have not intruſt- 
ed yourſelf in ill hangs.” „„ 
Peace then be with you, my love — 
my comforting, my ſoul-reyiving Cecilia ! 
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driye from your mind the ants 
this bitter hour??? 11:10 2091 


He then tate hind lf 20a: 2/1044 RW: 1992 N 
„Cecilia, who to His bleſfin ee q 
Uk ike the render Belvidera, have exclaimed i 
0 do not leave eke with me and g 
curſe me 115 | | Re 
Ultened to his ſteps ell ſhe could take chin ; 
no longer, as if the remaining. moments of fl 
her life were to be meaſured by them: but he 
then, remembering the danger both to her- * 
ſelf and him of his ſtay, the endeavoured I 7 
to rejoice that he was gone, and, but that | 
her mind was in no ftate for; joy, was too 5 
rational not to have ſucceeded. 1 
Stief and horror for what was paſt; 5. M 
prehenſion and ſuſpenſe for what was to od 
come, ſo diſordered her whole frame, fo ſh, 
confuſed even her intellects, that when not ht 
all the aſſiſtance of fancy could perſuade her 5 
The fill heard the footfteps of Peli, the — 
went to the chair upon which he had been ex 


ſeated, and taking poſſeſſion of it, ſat with 
her arms croſſed, filent, quiet, and ere&, 
almoſt vacant of all thooght, yet with a 
ſecret idea ſhe was doing ſomething right. 

Here ſhe continued till Henrietta came 
to with her good night; whoſe ſurpriſe 
and 
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and concern at the ſtrangeneſs of her look 


and attitude, once more recovered her. 


But terrified herſelf at this threatened wan- 
dering of her reaſon, and certain ſhe muſt all 
night be a ſtranger to reſt, ſhe-accepted the 
affectionate offer of the kind-hearted girl 
to ſtay with her, Who was too much grie- 
ved for her grief to ſleep any more than 
herſ&6"iz died Neil 2 e 
She told her not what had paſſed; that, 
ſhe knew, would be fruitleſs affliction to 
her: but ſhe was ſoothed by her gentleneſs, 
and her converſation was ſome ſecurity 
from the dangerous rambling of her ideas. 

Henrietta herſelf found no little conſola- 
tion in her own private ſorrows, that ſhe 
was able to give comfort to her beloved 
Miſs Beverley, from whom ſhe had receiv- 
ed favours and kind offices innumerable. 
ſhe quitted her not night nor day, and in 
the honeſt pride of a little power to ſhew the 
gratefulneſs of her heart, ſhe felt a pleaſure 
and felf-conſequence ſhe had never before 
experienced, © 
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ECILIA's earlieſt care, almoſt, at 
[x break of day, was to ſend to the 


Grove; from thence ſhe' heard nothing but 
evil; Mr. Monckton was ſtill alive, but 


with little or no hope of recovery, con- 


ſtantly delirious, and talking of | Miſs Be- 


verley, and of her n married to young 


Delvile. 4 1771 1 ©; 
Cecilia, who knew 3 * 7 at leaſt, was 


no delirium, though ſhocked that-he ralk- 


ed of it, hoped his danger, vels than was 
apprehended. | 


The next- day, however, more "IG news 


was brought her, though not from the 
quarter ſhe expected it: Mr. Monckton, 
in one of his raving fits, had ſent for Lady 

Margaret to his bed ſide, and uſed her * 
molt inhumanly : he had railed at her age 
and infirmities with incredible fury, called 
her the cauſe of all his ſufferings, and ac- 


cuſed her as the immediate agent of Luci- 


fer in his preſent wound and danger. Lady 
Margaret, 
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Margaret, whom neither jealouſy nor mas 
lignity had cured of loving him, was diſ- 
mayed and affrighted; and in hurrying 
out of the room upon his attempting, in 
his frenzy, to ſtrike her, ſhe dropt —_— 
dead in an apoplectic fit. 
Good Heaven! thought Cecilia, rh 
an exemplary puniſhment has this man he 
looſes his. hated wife at the very moment 
when her death could no longer anſwer his 
urpoſes! Poor Lady Margaret! her life 
Fas been as bitter as her temper/{” married 
from a view of intereſt, ill uſed as a bar to 
happineſs, and deſtroyed from 1 fruitleſs 
ravings of deſpair! £ 
She wrote all this n to Oftedd, 
whence ſhe received a letter from: Delvile, 
acquainting her he was detained from pro- 
ceeding further by the weakneſs and iHneſs 
of his mother,: whoſe ſufferings from ſea- 
ſickneſs had almoſt m__ an end 0 her ex 
iſtente, 

Thus paſſed a miſerable week; Matias 
ton ſtill merely alive, Delvile detained" at 
Oſtend, and Cecilia tortured alike by what 
was recently paſſed, actually preſent; and fear- 
fully expected; when one morning ſhe was 
told a gentleman upon buſineſs defired im- 
mediately. to ſpeak with her. 

She ne obeyed the et the 

310: 25421781 conſtant 
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conſtant image of her own mind, Delvile, 
being already preſent to her, and a thouſand 
wild conjectures upon what had brought 
him back, rapidly occurring to her. 3: 


_ Her expectations, however, were ill an- 
ſwered, for ſhe found an entire ſtranger; 


an elderly man, of no malen, ee or 
mariners. _ 10 
She deſired to . his baſneſs;.: 5 
I preſume, madam, you are the lady of 
this houſe?““ | 
- She bowed an aſſent. 


May I take the liberty, madam, to aſk 


your name?“ | 
e My name, ſir ?” 
Tou will do me a favour, madam, by 


telling i it me.” 
© bs it poſſible you are come hither with- 
out already knowing i W721: F 


* I know it only by common report, 


madam.” 
“Common report, fir, I believe 1 is ſeldom 


wrong in a matter where to be right is 10 


caſy.“ | 
Have you any objection, madam, to 


telling me your name?“ 
No, ſir; but your buſineſs can hardly 


be very important, if you are yet to learn 
whom you are to addreſs. It will be time 


enough, therefore, for us to meet when you 


are elſewhere ſatisfied in his point,” 
She 


It 


cl 


— 
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She would then have left the room. 
. « beg; madam,” cried the ſtranger, “ you 
will have patience; it is neceſſary, before I 
can open my buſineſs, chat 1 mould hear 
your name from yourſelf“ 2 

Well, fir,” cried ſhe with ſome kefta- 
tion, „ you can ſcarce have come to this 
houſe, without Knowing that its Owner: is 
Cecilia Beverley... 5 2601 

„ That, madam, is your eee 5 

« My maiden name?“ cried the, ſtart- 
ing. ; its 17% 

« Are you not rte madam? ““ 

* Married, ſir?“ ſhe repeated, while her 
cheeks were the colour of ſcarſet. 

« It is, properly, therefore, madam 
the name of E huſband that J mean' to 
aſk. I» - 4 
" And by what he fir, > cried ſhe, 
equally aRoniſhed -and offended, do you 
make theſe extraordinary enquiries ???! © 

* 1 am deputed, madam, to wait upon 
you by Mr. Eggleſton, the next heir to 
this eſtate, by your uncle's will, if you die 
without children, or change your name 
when you marry. His authority of enqui- 
ry, madam, I preſume you will allow, and 
he has veſted it in me by a letter o 
attorney. " 


L 3 Cecilia's 
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Cecilia's diſtreſs and confuſion were now- 
unſpeakable; ſhe: knew not what to own 
or deny, ſhe could not conjecture how ſhe 
had been betrayed, and ſhe had never made 
the Pant Fran n wa an 
attack. nf | n 318M) * 
Mr. Be en — con- 
tinued, © has been pretty credibly informed 
that you are actually married: he is very 
deſirous, therefore, to know what are your 


intentions, for your continuing to be called 


Miſs Beverley, as if ſtill ſingle, leaves him 
quite in the dark: but, as he is ſo deeply 
concerned in the affair, he expects, as a 
lady of honour, you will deal with him 
without prevarication. ? 

This demand, fir,” 2 e Gann. 
mering, * 1810 extremely—— fool little 
expected | 

The way, madam, in theſe 1 is to 
keep pretty cloſely to the Point; are en 
married or are you not?“ 

Cecilia, quite confounded, made no an- 
ſwer.: to diſavow her marriage, when thus 
formally called upon, was every way unjul- 
tifiable; to acknowledge it in her preſent 
ſituation, would involve her in difficulties 
innumerable, 

This is not, madam, a fight thing; Mr. 


Eg gleſton has a large family and a ſmall 


fortune, 


a, © oy Paw OA 


C ECT LE F:& 


fortune, and that, into the bargain, very 
much encumbered ; ir cannot, therefore, be 
expected that he will knowingly connive at 
cheating himſelf,” by ſubmitting to your 
being actually married, and Nth enjoying 
your eſtate though your hel and does not 
take your name.” 10 

Cecilia, now, ene more pa 
of mind, anſwered, Mr. Eggleſton, fir, 
has, at leaſt, nothing to fear from impoſi- 
tion: thoſe with whom he has, or may have 
any tranſactions in this affair, are not ac- 
cuſtomed to practice it“ | 

«I am far from meaning any Ne 
madam; my commiſſion from Mr. Eggleſton 
is ſunply this, to beg you will ſatisfy him 

upon what grounds you now evade the will 
of your late uncle, which, till cleared up, 
1 a point manifeſtly to his Prej u- 
diee.“ | 
7 Tell him, then, ſir, that whatever he 
wiſhes to know ſhall be explained to him in 
about a week. At preſent E can give no 
other anſwer.“ 

« Very well, madam; he will wait 140 
time, I am fare, for he does not wiſh to 
put you to any inconvenience. - But when 
he heard the gentleman was gone abroad 
without owning his marriage, he thought 
it high time to take ſome notice of the 
matter,” | 

1. 4 Cecilia, 
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Cecilia, who by this ſpeech found ſhe 


was every way diſcovered, was again in the 
utmoſt confuſion, and with much. tre pida- 


tion, ſaid, © ſince you ſeem ſo: well, hir, 


acquainted with this affair, I ſbould. be 


glad you would inform me by what means 

you came to the knowledge of it ?”” - | 
{ heard it, madam, from Mr. Eggle- 

ſton himſelf, who has long known it.” 
Long, fir ?— impoſſible | when, it is 


not yet a forrnight—not ten days, or no 
more, that 


37 


She ſtopt, recollecting ſhe was making 


2 confeſſion better deferred. 


* That, madam,” he anſwered, - «© may 
perhaps bear a little contention : for when 
this buſineſs comes. to be ſettled, it will 


be very eſſential to be exact as to the 
time, even to the very hour; for a large 
income per annum, divides into a ſmall 


one per diem; and if your hufband keeps 
his own name, you mult not only give up 
your uncle's inheritance. from the time of 
relinquiſhing yours, but refund from the 
very day of your marriage,” 

« There is not the leaſt doubt of it,“ 
anſwered ſhe ; “ nor will the ſmalleſt, diffi- 
culty be made.” 

«You will pleaſe, then, to recollee, 


madam, that this ſum is every hour encrea- 
ling ; 
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ſing; and has been fince laſt September, 


which made half a year accountable. for 
laſt March. Since then there is now ad- 


. / 
3 


ded nn | F $62 3175 00 THEO 

% Good Heaven, ſir, cried Cecilia, 
« what calculation are you making out & 
do you call laſt week laſt September??? 

No, madam ; but I call laſt September 
the month in which you were married.“ 

„% You will find yourſelf, then, fir, ex- 
tremely miſtaken; and Mr. Eggleſton is 
preparing himſelf for much diſapointment, 
if he ſuppoſes me ſo long in arrears with 
him.“ : | | 

Mr. Eggleſton, madam, happens to 
be well informed of this tranſaction, as, if 
there is any diſpute in it, you will find. 
e was your immediate ſucceſſor in the 
houſe to which you went laſt September in 
in Pall-Mall; the woman who kept it ac- 
quainted his ſervants that the laſt lady who 
hired it ſtayed with her but a day, and only 
came to town, ſhe found, to be married: 
and hearing, upon enquiry, this lady was 
Mis Beverley, the ſervants, well knowing 


that their maſter was her conditional heir, 


old him the circumſtance.” | 
* You will find all this, fir, end in 
nothing.” Ks 11 FL 
„% That, madam, as I ſaid before, re- 
1 oh | mains 
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mains to be proved. If a young lady at 


eight o'clock in the morning, is ſeen, —and 
the was ſeen; going into a church with a 
young gentleman, and one female friend; 

and 'is afterwards obſerved to come out of 
it, followed by a clergyman and another 
perſon, ſuppoſed to have officiated as fa- 
ther, and is ſeen get into a coach with 
ſame young gentleman, and fame female 
friend,” why the ann are pretty 


ſtrong 133233 | #1 7 1 8 


They may ſeem fo; ty; but all con- 


clu gon drawn Bree them will be errone- 
ous, I was not marrict then, upon my 
honour !”” © 


We have lntle, indi: to do with 


profeſſions ; the circumſtances are ſtrong 

enough to bear a trial, and“ 

A trial!! — 
© We have traced, madam, many wit- 


neſſes able to ſtand to divers particulars ; 


and eight months ſhare of ſuch an eſtats 


as this, is well worth a little trouble.” 


% am amazed, fir! ſurely Mr. Eggle- 


ſton never deſired you to make ule of this 


language to me ?” 
Mr. Eggleſton, madam, has behaved 


very honourably; though he knew thewhole 
affair ſo long ago, he was perſuaded Mr. 


Delvile had j private reaſons for a ſhort con- 
7 cealment; 
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cealment; and expecting every day when 
they would be cleared up by his taking 
your name, he never interfered: but being 
now informed he ſet out laſt week for the 
continent, he has been «dviſed by: his NOR 
to claim his rights,” ATT 
That claim, ſir, he need not fear will 
be ſatisfied ; and without any occaſion for 
threats of enquiries or law ſuits:” - 
The truth, madam, is this; Mr. Eg- 
gleſton is at preſent in a little difficulty 


about ſome money matters, which makes 


it a point with him of ſome conſequence 
to have the affair ſettled ſpeedily: unleſs 
you could conveniently compromiſe the 
matter, by advancing a particular ſum, till 
it ſuits you to refund the whole that is due 
to him, and quit the premiſes.“ ; 

Nothing, fir, is due to him! at leaſt, 
nothing worth mentioning. I ſhall enter 
into no terms, for I have no compro- 
miſe to make. As to the premiſes, I 
will quit them with all the expedition in 
my power.” 

« You will do well, madam ; for the 
truth is, it will not be convenient to him 
to wait much longer.“ 

He then went away. _;- 

. When, next,” cried Cecilia, * ſhall 
1 again be weak, vain, blind enough to 
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form any plan with a a hope of ſecreſy ? 
or enter, with amy hope, into a clandeſtine 
ſcheme | betrayed by thoſe I have truſt- 
ed, diſcovered by thoſe I have not thought 
of, expoſed to, the cruelleſt alarms, and 
defenceleſs from the moſt ſhocking at- 
tacks !——Such has been the life I have 
led ſince the moment I firſt conſented to 
a private engagement ! —— Ah Delvile! 
your mother, in her tenderneſs, forgot her 
dignity, or ſhe would not have concurred 
in an act ion which to ſuch diſgrace made 
me hable !” 
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Ir. was ; necellary, however. not to moral- 


ize, but to acts Cecilia had undertaken 


to give her anſwet in a; week, and the art- 
ful attorney had drawn from her an aeknow- 
ledgement of her ſituation, . ſuch he 


might claim it yet ſooner. 715 
The law-ſuit 8 the * "aha 


tened for the aurears of eight months, alar- 
med her not, though: it ſhocked. her, as ſhe 


was certain ſhe could Prove: her mertiage 
ſo much later. 


It was eaſy to perceive that this. man 
had been ſent with a view, of working from 
her a confeſſion, and terrifying. from her 
ſome money; the confeſſion, indeed, in 
conſcience and honeſty ſhe could not whol- 


ly elude, but ſhe had "ſuffered too otten by 


a facility in parting with une to be there 


eaſily duped, 


Nothing, however, was more true, than 
that ſne now lived upon an eſtate of which 
ſhe no longer was the owner, and that all 


ſhe either ſpent or received was to be ac- 
counted 
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counted for and returned, ſince by the 
will of her uncle, unleſs her huſband took 


her name, her eſtate on the very day of her 
marriage was to be forfeited, and entered 
upon by the Eggleſtons. Delvile's plan and 


hope of ſecreſy had made them. little weigh 


this matter, though this premature diſco- 
very ſo ber rer en her to their 


The firſt thought chat We to her, was 


to ſend an expreſs to Delvile, and deſire his 
inſtructions how to proceed; but ſhe dread- 
ed his impetuoſity of temper, and was al- 


molt certain that the inſtant he ſhould hear 


ſhe was in any uneaſineſs or perplexity, he 
would return to her at all - hazards, even 
though Mr. Monckton were dead, and his 
mother herſelf dying. This ſtep, there- 
fore, ſhe did not dare riſk, preferring any 


perſonal hardſhip, to endangering the al- 


ready precarious life of Mrs. Delvile, or 
to haſtening her ſon home while Mr. Monck- 


ton was in ſo deſperate a ſituation. 
But though what to avoid was eaſy to 
ſertle, what to ſeek was difficult to devile. 


She had now no Mrs. Charlton to receive 


her, nor a creature in whom ſhe could con- 


fide. To continue her preſent way of liv- 
ing was deeply involving Delvile in debt, 
a circumſtance ſhe had never conſidered, 


in the confuſion and. hurry attending. all 
3 their 


eB EAA 


their plans and converſations, and a cir- 
cumſtance which, though to him it might 
have occurred, he could not in con 
delicacy menten: 707 e Of. 651 aan 

Yet to have quitted her houſe, aa re- 
trenched her expences, would have raiſed 
fuſpicions that muſt have anticipated the 
diſcovery ſhe ſo much wiſhed to have de- 
layed. That wiſh, by the preſent danger 
of its failure, was but more ardent; to 
have her affairs and ſituation become pub- 
licly known at the preſent period, ſhe" felt 
worde half diſtra& her. Privately mar- 
ried, parted from her huſband at the very 
moment of their union, a huſband by whoſe 
hand the apparent friend of her: earlieſt 
youth was all but killed, whoſe father had 
execrated the match, whoſe mother was now 
falling a ſacrifice to the vehemence with 
which ſhe had oppoſed it, and who him- 
ſelf, little ſnort of an exile, knew not yet 
if, with perſonal an he might return to 
his native land 

To cireumſtances ſo dreadful- the had 
now the additional ſhock of being uncer- 
tain whether her own houſe might not be 
ſeized, before any other could 5 1 
ed for her reception! = 

Yet ſtill whither to go, whit to do, or 


what to reſolve; he was wholly unable to 
| =E determine; 
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determine; and after meditating almoſt to 
madneſs in the ſearch, of ſome plan or ex- 
pedient, ſhe was obliged to ive over the 
attempt, and be ſatisfied With remaining 
quietly where ſhe. was, till ſhe had better 
news from Delvile of his mother, or better 
news to ſend him of Mr. Monckton; care- 
fully, mean time, in all her letters avoiding 
to alarm him by any hint of her diſtreſs. 

Vet was ſhe not idle, either from deſpair 


or helpleſſneſs: ſhe found her difficulties 


encreaſed, and ſhe called forth more reſolu- 
tion to combat them: ſhe animated herſelf 
by the promiſc ſhe had made Delvile, and 
recovering from the ſadneſs to which ſhe 
had at firſt given way, ſhe now exerted 
herſelf with vigour to perform it as ſhe 
ought. 


ſpection into her affairs, and endeavouring, 
where expence ſeemed unneceſſary, to leſſen 
it. She gave Henrietta to underſtand ſhe 


feared they mult ſoon part; and ſo afflic- 
ted was the unhappy girl at the news, that 
ſhe found it the moſt cruel office ſhe 


had to execute. The ſame intimation ſhe 
gave to Mrs. Harrel, who repined at it 


more openly, but with a ſel6ſhneſs ſo evi- 


dent that it ' blunted the edge of pity. 
She then announced to Albany her inability 
to purſue, at preſent, their extenſive ſchemes 


of 


She began by making an immediate in- 


E E.Cil LA. aw 


of benevolence ; and though he inſtantly 
left her, to carry on his laborious plan elſe- 
where, the reverence ſhe had now excited 
in him of her character, made him leave 
her with no ſenſation but of regret, and 
readily promiſe to return when her affairs 
were ſettled, or her mind more compoſed. 

Theſe little preparations, which were all 
ſhe could make, with enquiries after Mr. 
Monckon, and - writing: to Delvile, ſuffi- 
ciently filled up her time, thaugh her 
thoughts were by no means confined to 
them. Day after day paſſed, and Mr. 
Monckton continued to linger rather than 
live; the letters of Delvile; ſtillonly dated 
from Oſtend, contained the moſt melan- 
choly complaints of the illneſs of his mo- 
ther; and the time advanced when her an- 
{wer would be claimed by the attorney.” - 

The thought of ſuch another viſit was 
almoſt incalerohine and, within two days of 
the time that ſhe expected it, ſhe refobved 
to endeavour herſelf to prevail with Mr. 
Eggleſton to wait longer. 

Mr. Eggleſton was a inch 
ſhe knew little more than by ſight ; he was 
no relation to her family, nor had. any 
connection with the Dean, but by: being a 
coulin to a lady he had married, and who 
had left him no children. The dean had 
no particular regard. for him, and — 
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ther mentioned him in his will as the ſuc- 
ceſſor of Cecilia, in caſe ſhe died unmar- 
ried or changed her name, as a mark that 
he approved of her doing neither, than as a 
matter he thought probable, if even W 8 
ble, to turn out in his favour... 
He was a man of a larg ge Garnidy; the 


ſons of which, who were extravagant and 
diſſipated, had much impaired his fortune 


by prevailing with him to pay their debts, 
and much diſtreſſed him in his per by 
ſucceſsfully teaſing him for money 


Cecilia, acquainted with theſe circum- 
ſtances, knew but too well with what avi- 


dity her eſtate would be ſeized by them, 


and how little the fons would endure de- 
lay, even if the father confented to it. Let 
ſince the facrifice to which ſnhe had agreed 


muſt ſoon make it indiſputably their own, 


ſhe determined to deal with them openly; 
and acknowledged, therefore, in her letter, 


her marriage without diſguiſe, but begged 


their patience and ſecreſy, and promiſed, 
in a ſhort time, the moſt honourable retri- 
bution and ſatisfaction. 


She ſent this letter by a man and horſe, 


Mr. Eggleſton's habitation being within 
fifteen miles of her own. 


The anſwer was from his eldeſt Gm; who 
acquainted her that his father was very ill, 
and had put all his 2 into the hands of 


Mr. 
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Mr. Carn, his attorney, who was a man 
of great credit, and would lee aden done 
on all ſides. . 1311085 7 

If this — hah ihe broke open the 
;nſizar ſne took it into her hand, was in 
itſelf a cruel diſappointment to her, how 
was that diſappointment embittered by 
ſhame and terror, when, upon again fold- 
ing it up, ſhe ſaw it was inn to Mrs. 
Mortimer Delvile! 

This was a deciſive inte, 7 ben 
wrote to her, ſhe was ſure they would men- 
tion to all others; ſhe ſaw they were too 
impatient for her eſtate to be moved by 
any repreſentations to a delay, and that 
their eagerneſs to publiſſi their right, took 
from them all — of what they 
might make her ſuffer. Mr. Eggleſton, 
ſhe found, permitted himſelf to be wholly 
governed by his ſon; his ſon was a needy 
and profligate ſpendthrift, and by throw- 
ing the management of the affair into the 
hands of an attorney, craftily meant to 
ſnield himſelf from the future reſentment of 
Delvile, to whom, hereafter, he might af- 
fect, at his convenience, to diſapprove Mr. 
Carn's behaviour, while Mr. Carn was al- 
ways ſecure, by averring he only exerted 
himſelf for the intereſt of his client. 

The diſcerning Cecilia, though but little 


experienced in buſineſs, and wholly un- 
ſuſpicious : 
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ſuſpicious by nature, yet faw into this ma- 


nagement, and doubted not. theſe excuſes 


were already arranged. She had only, 
therefore, to ſave herſelf an actual eject- 
ment, by quitting a houſe in which the was 
expoſed to ſuch a diſgrace. 

But ſtill whither to go ſhe knew noel One 
only attempt ſeemed in her power for an 
honourable aſylum, and that was more irk- 
ſomely bg to her than feeking ſnelter 
in the meaneſt retreat: it was applying to 
Mr. Delvile ſenior. 


The action of leaving her 8 whether 


quietly or forcibly, could not but inſtantly 
authenticate the reports ſpread by the Eggle- 
ſtons of her marriage: to hope therefore 
for ſecreſy any longer would be folly, and 
Mr. Delvile's rage at ſuch intelligence might 
be ſtill greater to hear it by. chance than 


from herſelf, She now lamented that Del- 


vile had not at once told the tale, bur; lit- 
tle foreſceing ſuch a diſcovery as the pre- 
ſent, they had mutually concluded to defer 
the communication till his return. . 
Her own anger at the contemptuous ill 
treatment ſhe had repeatedly met from him, 
ſhe was now content not merely to ſuppreſs 
but to diſmiſs, ſince, as the wife of his ſon 
without his conſent, ſhe conſidered herſelt 
no longer as wholly innocent of incurring 
it. Vet, ſuch was her dread of his auſte- 
rity 
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rity and the arrogance of his reproaches, 


that, by choice, ſhe would have preferred 


an habitation with her own penſioner, the 
pew-opener, to the grandeſt apartment in 
Delvile Caſtle while he continued its lord. 

In her preſent. — however, her 
choice was little to be conſulted: the ho- 
nour of Delvile was concerned in her eſcap- 
ing even temporary diſgrace, and nothing, 
ſhe knew, would ſo much gratify him, as 
any attention from her to his father. She 
wrote to him, therefore, the following let- 
ter, which 1 ſent by's an W. N 


To the Hon. ComerTon' DELVILE, 


* 


S IR, 
APRIL 29th, 1786. 

I ſhould not, even by letter, preſume 
thus to force myſelf upon your remem- 
brance, did I not think it a duty I now owe 
your ſon, both to riſk and to bear the diſ- 
pleaſure it may unhappily occaſion, After 
ſuch an acknowledgment, all other con- 
feſſion would be ſuperfluous; and uncer- 
tain as I am if you will ever deign to own 
me, more words than are neceſſary would 
be merely impertinent. 

It was the intention of your ſon, Sir, 
when he left the kingdom, to ſubmit whol- 
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ly to your arbitration, at his return, which 
ſhould be refigned; his on name or 
fortune: but his requeſt for your deciſion, 


and his ſupplication for wit bo forgiveneſs; 


are both; moſt unfortunately,” prevented, 
by a premature and unforeſeen diſcovery of 
our ſituation, which renders an — 
determination abſolutely unavoidable. 
At this diſtance from him, I cannot, in 
time, receive his directions upon the Hes. 


ſures I have to take; pardon me then, Sir, 
if well knowing my reference to him will 


not be more implicit than his on to you, 
I venture, in the preſent important criſis 
of my affairs, to entreat thoſe commands 
inſtantly, by which I am certain of being 
guided ultimately 

I would commend myſelf to 5001 favour 
but that I dread exciting your -refentment. 
I will detain you, therefore, only to add, 
that the father of Mr. Mortimer Devile, 
will ever meet the moſt profound reſpect 
from her who, without his permiſſion, 
dares ſign no name to the honour the-r now 
has in declaring herſelf 

bis Moſt hathible) | 
and moſt r ſetvant. 


Her OO was ſome wit aſi er When this 


letter was written, becauſe ſhe thought It a 


duty, yet felt reluctance in performing it. 
She 


— 


that. his. intereſt wo 
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She; wiſhed. to have repreſented. to him 
ſtrongly, the danger af Delvile's hearing her 


diſtreſs, but ſhe Knew ſo well his inordinate 


ſelf-ſufficiency, the feared a hint of that fort 
might be, conſtrued into an inſult, and con- 
cluded, her only chance that he would do 
any thing, was by leaving wholly to his 
ny ſuggeſtions, the weighing and lertling 
W a1. nt rice CET 2 7 

But though nothing was more uncertain 
than whether ſhe ſhould be received at Del- 
vile Caſtle, nothing was more fixed than 
that ſhe, muſt quit her on houſe, fince the 
pride of Mr, Delvile left not even a chance 
conquer it. She de- 
ferred not, therefore; any longer making 
preparations for her removal, aun 
wholly. unſettled white... 

Her firſt, which was alſo, her moſt pain- 
ful taſk, was to acquaint Henrietta with 
her. ſituation: ſhe ſent, therefore, to defire 
to ſpeak, with her, hut the countenance of 
Henrietta ſhewed ber communication would 
not ſurpriſe her.. 

« What is the matter with my dear Hen- 
rietta ??” cried Cegiliag,* who is it has Ae 
now compelled to afflict for myſelf? ?? 

Henrietta, in whom anger appeared to 
be frvgghing wei een anſwered, No, 

A abhen © 2x00 042.) Mmadamy 
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madam, not afflicted for you! it would be 
ſtrange if I were, thinking as 1 think!“ 
eam glad, ſaid Cecilia, calmly, ce ir 
you are not, „ for Þ would give to you, 
were it poſſible, nothing 1 f and 


e Ah | adam! * wks en ; Gui 


ing into tears, © why will you fay Jo when 


you don't care what becomes of me! when 


you are going to caſt me off and when 


you will ſoon be too 27 ever to, think 


of me more! 


If I am never happy ell then,” ſaid 
Cecilia, ** fad, indeed, will be my life! no, 
my gentleſt friend, you will always have 
your ſhare in my heart ; and always, to me, 


would have been the welcomeſt gueſt in 


my houſe, but for thoſe unhappy circum- 
ſtances which make our ſeparating inevi- 


rable.“ 
«Yet you ſuffered: me, madam, to hear 


from any body that you was mafried and 
going away; and all the common fervants 

in the houſe knew it before me.“ 
„J am amazed!“ ſaid Cecilia; © bow 
and which way can they have heard i wee” 
c The man that went to Mr, Eggleſton 
brought the firſt news of it, for he ſaid all 
the ſervants there talked of nothing elſe, 
and that their maſter was to come and take 
poſſeſſion here next Thurſday.” 
5 1 Cecilia 


diſe! J would walk to him barefoot if he 


E E CALA 
Cecilia ſtarted at this moſt unwelcome 
intelligence; “ Yet you envy me,“ ſhe 
cried, © Henrietta, though I am forced 
from my houſe! though m quitting 'it, I 
am unprovided with any-other, and though 
him for whom I relinquiſh it, is far off, 
without means of protecting, or POO of 
returning to me !” 
But you are married to him, madam p 
cried ſhe, expreſſively. 

1 True, my love; but, alſo, I am parted 
from him 1” 

« Oh how differently,” exclaimed Hen- 
rietta, © do the great think from the little! 
were 7 married, —and / married, I ſhould 
want neither houſe, nor fine cloaths, nor 
riches, nor any thing ;—I fhould not care 
where I lived every place would be para- 


were a thouſand miles off, and I ſhould 
mind nobody elſe in the world while I had 
him to take care of me!? 

Ah Delvile! thought Ceciha, what 
powers of faſcination are yours! ſhould I 
be tempted to repine at what I have to 
bear, I will think of this heroick girl, and 
bluſh ! 

Mrs. Harrel now broke in upon them, 
eager to be informed of the truth or falſe- 


hood of the reports which were buzzed 


Vo I. V. M through- 
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throughout the houſe. Cecilia briefly re- 
lated to them both the ſtate of her affairs, 


earneſtly expreſſing, her concern at the 


abrupt ſeparation "which" muſt take Place, 


and for which ſhe had been unable t to pre- 


pare them, as the circumſtances which led 
to it had been wholly unforeſeen by her- 


ſelf. 
Mrs. Harrel liſtened to the account with 
much curiolity and ſurprize; but Henrietta 
wept inceſſantly in hearing it: the object 
of a paſſion ardent as it was romantic, loſt 
to her paſt recovery; torn herſelf, probably 
for ever, from the beſt friend ſne had in the 
world; and obliged to return thus ſuddenly 
to an home ſhe deteſted, Henrietta pol- 
ſeſſed not the fortitude to hear evils ſuch as 
theſe, which, to her inexperienced heart, 
appeared the ſevereſt that could be inflict- 
ed. 
This converſation over, Cecilia ſent for 
her Steward, and deſired him, with the ut- 
moſt expedition, to call in all her bills, and 
inſtantly to go round to her tenants within 
twenty miles, and gather in, from thoſe who 
were able to pay, the arrears now due to 
her; charging him, however, upon no ac- 
count, to be urgent with ſuch as ſeemed 
diſtreſſed. 
The bills ſne had to pay were collected 
without 
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CECILI1 AD a 
without difficulty; ſhe never owed much, 
and creditors are ſeldom hard of acceſs; but 
the money ſhe hoped to receive fell ve 


ſhort of her cid ions er the indul- 
gence ſhe had ſhewn to her tenants had 


ill prepared them for ſo ſudden a demand. 
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T HIS buſineſs effectually occupied the 


preſent and following day; the third, 
Cecilia expected her anſwer from Delvile 
Caftle, and the viſit ſhe ſo much dreaded 
mien oo: | 
The anſwer arrived firſt. 


TO Miſs BEVERLEV. 


Madam, 

As my ſon has never apprized me of 
the extraordinary ſtep which your letter in- 
timates, I am too unwilling to believe him 
capable of ſo far forgetting what he owes 


his family, to ratify any ſuch intimation by 
interfering with my counſel or opinion. 


I am, Madam, &c. 


1 ComeTon DELVILE. 
DBIVILE- CASTLE, | 
May 1ſt, 1780. 


Cecilia had little right to be ſurpriſed by 


chis letter, and ſhe had not a moment to 
| comment 


89 
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comment upon it, before the attorney ar- 


rived. 
cc Well, madam,” ſaid the man, as he 


entered the parlour, ©. Mr. Eggleſton has 
ſtayed your own time very patiently : he 


commiſſions me now to. enquire if it is 


convenient to you to quit the premiſes.” 

«© No, Sir, it is by no means convenient 
to me; and if Mr. Eggleſton will wait 
tome time longer, I ſhall be greatly obliged 


to him.“ 


« No doubt, madam, but he will, upon 
proper conſiderations.“ 

% What, Sir, do you call proper?“ 

“% Upon your advancing to him, as I 
hinted before, an immediate particular ſum 
from what muſt, by and bye, be legally 
reſtituted.“ 

« If this is the condition of his courte- 
ſy, I will quit the houſe without giving 
him further trouble.” | 

ce Tuſt as it ſuits you, madam. He will 
be glad to take poſſeſſion to-morrow or 
next day.” 

c You did well, Sir, to commend his 


patience! I] ſhall, however, merely diſ- 


charge my ſervants, and ſettle my accounts, 


and be ready to make way for him.” 


c You will not take it amiſs, madam, 


if I remind you that the account with Mr. 


Eggleſton maſt be the firſt that is ſettled.” 


* * It 
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could expect any part of this eſtate 
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« If you mean the arrears of this laſt 


fortnight or three weeks, I believe I muſt 
deſire him to wait Mr. Delvile's return, as 
1 e other iſe myſelf, be.. diſtreſſed for 
ready money.” ny Ye 
Phat, madam, is. not + * a8 it is 
well known you have a fortune that was 
independent of your late uncle; and as to 
diſtreſs for ready money, it is a plea Mr. 
Eggleſton can urge much more ſtrongly.” 
8 This is being ſtrangely haſty, Sir!— 
ſo ſnort a time as it is ſince Mr. Eg Reken 
Sl 
That, madam, is nothing to the pur- 
poſe; from the moment it is his, he has 
as many wants for it as any other gentle- 
man. He deſired me, however, to acquaint 


you, that if you ſtill choſe an apartment in 


this houſe, til Mr. Delvile. returns, you 
ſhall have one at your ſervice.” . 

* To be a gueſt in this houſe, Sir,” aid 
Cecilia, drily, © might perhaps ſeem ſtrange 
to me; 1 will not, therefore, be ſo much 
in his way.“ 

Mr. Cran then informed her ſhe might 
put her ſeal upon whatever ſhe meant here- 


after to claim or diſpute, and took. K 


leave. 


Cecilia now. ſhut herſelf up. in her own 


room, to meditate without interruption, 
before ſhe would proceed to any action. 


She 
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She felt much inclination to ſend inſtantly 
for ſome lawyer; but when ſhe conſidered 
her peculiar ſituation, the abſence of her 
huſband, the rentindlarion of Kis father; che 
loſs of her fortune, and her ignorance upon 
the ſubject, ſhe thought it better to reſt 
quiet till Delvile's own fate, and own 
opinion could be known, than to involve 
herſelf in a dre uit ſhe was o litrze ke to 
ſuperintend. 

In this cruel berpieidey of het din 120 
her affairs, her firſt thought was to board 
again with Mrs. Bayley; dut that was ſoon 
given vp, for ſhe felt a repugnance uncon- 
querable to continuing in her native coun- 
ty, when deprived of her fortune, and caſt 
out of her dwelling. Her ſituation, in- 
deed, was ſingularly unhappy, ' ſince, by 
this unforeſeen viciſſitude of fortune, ſhe 
was ſuddenly, from being an object of 
envy and eldnfation, ſunk into diſtreſs, 
and threatened with diſgrace; from being 
every where careſſed, and by every voice 
praiſed, ſhe bluſhed to be ſeen, and ex- 
pected to be cenſured; and, from being 
cenerally regarded as an example of hap- 
pineſs, and a model of virtue, ſhe was now 
in one moment to appear to the world, an 
outcaſt from her own houſe, yet received 
into n0 orher! a bride, unclaimed by a 

eee 1008 HL 
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huſband ! an HEIRES8, e of all 


nl {153 
Jo be firſt acknowledged as Mrs. Delvile 


in a ſtate ſo degrading, the could not en- 
dure; and to eſcape from it, one way alone 


remained, which was going inſtantly 


abroad. 

pon this, therefore, ſhe finally de- 
rermined: her former objections to ha a 
ſtep being now wholly, though unpleaſantly 
removed, ſince ſhe had neither eſtate nor 
affairs to demand her ſtay, and ſince all 
hopes of concealment were totally at an 
nk Her marriage, therefore, and its 
diſgracetul conſequences being publiſhed 
to the world, ſhe reſolved without delay 
to ſeek the only aſylum which was proper 
for her, in the protection of the huſband 
for whom ſhe had given up every other. 

She purpoſed, therefore, to go imme- 
diately and privately to London, whence 
ſhe could beſt ſettle her route for the con- 
tinent: where ſhe hoped to arrive before 
the news of her diftreſs reached Delvile, 
whom nothing, ſhe was certain, but her 
OWN preſence, could keep there for a mo- 
ment after hearing it. 

Thus decided, at lengtb, in her FP 
ſhe proceeded to put it in execution with 
calmneſs and intrepidity ; comforting her- 


ſelf that the conveniencies and indulgencies 
with 
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witk which the was nom parting, would 
ſoon be reſtored to her, and though not 
with equal power, wirkt far more ſatisfac- 


tion. She told her ſteward her deſign of 


going the next morning to London, bid 
him pay inſtantly all her debts, and diſ- 
charge all her ſervants, determining to 
keep no account open but that with Mr. 
Eggleſton, which he had made ſo intricate 
by doùble and undue demands, that ſhe 


thought it moſt prudent and ſafe to Jeave 


him wholly:zto Delvile. 

She then packed up all her p apery ind 
letters, and erdeted. her md to * up 
her clothes. 

She next put her own ſeat upon her cabi- 
nets, draws, and many other things,” and 
employed Almoſt alt” er ſervants at once, 
in making complete inventories of” what 
every room contained. 

She adviſed Mrs. Hlarrel to ſend without 
delay for Mr. Arnott, and return to his 
houfel © She had firſt purpoſed to carry 
Henrietta home to her mother herſelf; but 
another ſcheme for her now occurred, from 
which ſhe hoped much future advantage to 
the amiable and dejected girl. 


She knew well, that deep as was at pre- 
ſent her deſpondency, the removal of all 


poſſibility of hope, by her knowledge of 
Delvile's marriage, muſt awaken her be- 
„ fore 


il 


K fore long from the geluſive viſions of, her. 
38 romantic fancy; Mr. Arnott himſelf was in 
a Gtuation exactly ſimilar, and the know. 
ledge of the ſarhe event would probably be 


PERS * . 814 [553 $41 Wet fit 3 EY „ J | 
productive of the fame effect, . V hen Mrs. 


Harrel, therefore, began to repine ,at the 
ſolitude to which ſhe was returning, Ceci- 
lia propoſed to her the ſociety of Henrietta, 
which, glad to catch at any thing that 
would break into her Gale” e liſtened 
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53 Henrietta, to whom all houſes appeared 
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preferable to her own home, joyfully ac- 


* cepted the offer, committing to Cecilia the 
. communication of the change of her abode 
S ¼ 3 
5 Cecilia, who in the known and tr ied ho- 
nour of Mr. Arnott would unreluctantly 
have truſted a ſiſter, was much pleaſed by 
3 this little arrangement, from which ſhould. 
no good enſue, no evil, at leaſt, was pro- 
bable. But ſhe hoped, through the mutual: 
pity their mutual melancholy might inſpire, 
that their minds, already not diſſimilar, 
would be ſoftened in favour of each other, 
and that, in concluſion, each might be hap- 
py in receiving the conſolation each could b 
give, and a union would take place, in 
which their reciprocal diſappointment might, 
in time, be nearly forgotten, , 
en bee ee 
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There was not, indeed, much promiſe 
of ſuch an event in the Countenance of Mr. 
ght, he came for 
his filter, nor in the Idee ſorrow of 
Henrietta, when the moment of leave - tak 
ing arrived. Mr. Arnott looked half dead 
with the ſhock his ſiſter's intelligence had 
given him, and Henrietta's heart, torn 
aſunder between friendſhip and love, was 
ſcarce able to bear a parting, which from 
Cecilia, ſhe regarded as eternal, added to 
the conſciouſneſs it was occaſioned by her 
going to join Delvile for life! 

Cecilia, who both read and pitied theſe 
conflicting emotions, was herſelf extremely 
hurt by this neceſſary ſeparation. She 
tenderly loved Henrietta, ſhe loved her 
even the more for the ſympathy of their 
affections, which called forth the moſt for- 
cible commiſeration.— that which ſprings 
from fellow feeling! 

“ Farewell,” ſhe cried, my Henrietta, 
be but happy as you are innocent, and be 
both as J love you, and nothing will your 
friends have to wiſh for you, ar yourſelf to 
1 

I muſt always regret,” cried the fob- 
bing Henrietta, © that I cannot live with 
you for ever! I ſhould regret it if I were 
queen of all the world, how much more 
then, when I am nothing and nobody! 1 
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do not wiſh you happy, mud; for I think 


happineſs was made on purpoſe for you, 
and nobody elſe ever had it before; J only 
wiſh you health and long life, for the fake 
of thoſe who will be made as happy as 
you, — for you will ſpoil them, as you have 
ſpoilt me, from being ever happy without 
vou! oY 

Cecilia re-iterated her aſſurances of a 
moſt faithful regard, embraced Mrs. Har- 
rel, ſpoke words of kindneſs to the droop- 


ing Mr. Arnott, and then parted with them 


all. 


Having ſtill many ſmall matters to ſettle, | 


and neither company nor appetite, ſne 
would eat no ſupper ; but, in paſſing thro' 
the hall, in her way to her own room, 'ſhe 
was much ſurpriſed to ſee all her domeſtics 
aſſembled in a body. She ftopt to enquire 


their intention, when they eagerly preſſed _ 


forward, humbly and earneſtly entreating 
to know why they were diſcharged? ' 
„ For no reaſon in the world,” cried 
Cecilia, “but becauſe it is at preſent out 
of my power to keep you any longer.“ 

« Dont part with he, madam, for that,” 
cried one of them, for I will ferve you 


for nothing 
« So will I! 177 cried another,“ And: 1 * 


« And 1!” was echoed by them all; while 


* no other ſuch . is to be found 4 
460 e 
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« We can never bear any other place!“ and 
« keep me, madam, at leaſt! was even ela- 
morouſly urged by each of tbem. 
Cecilia, diſtreſſed. and gattered at one 
by: their unwillingneſs to quit her, received 
this teſtimony of gratitude for the kind and 
liberal treatment they had received, with 
the warmeſt thanks both for- their ferviees 
and fidelity, and aſſured them that when 


again ſhe was ſettled, all thoſe who ſhould 
be yet unprovided with places, ſhould be 


preferred in ber. houſe before any other 


claimants. 
Having, with difficulty, broken from 


them, the ſent for her vwn man, Ralph, 
who had ved with her many years before 
the death of the Dean, and told' him fhe 
meant ſtill to continue him in her: ſervice. 
The man heard it with great delight, and 


promiſed: to re-· double his deligence to de- 
ſerve her favour. She then communicated 


the fame news to her maid, who had alſo 
reſided with her ſome years, and by whom 
with the” tame, or more Pleafure it was 
heard. 

Theſe and- other regulations emplsyed 
her almoſt all night; yet late and fatigued 
as ſhe went to bed, ſhe could not cloſe het 
eyes: - fearful ſomething was left undone; 
ſhe robbed herſelf of the ſhort time ſhe had 
allowed to reft, by inceffant meditation 


upon 
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upon what yet remained to be executed. 
She could recollect, however, one only 
thing that had eſcaped her vigilance, which 
was acquainting the 'pew-opener, and two 
or three other poor women who had week- 
ly penſions from her, that they muſt, at 
leaſt for the-prelent, depend no longer upon 
her aſſiſtance. 

Nothing indeed could be more painful 
to her than giving them ſuch information, 
yet not to be ſpeedy with it would double 
the barbarity of their diſappointment. She 
even felt for theſe poor women, whoſe loſs 
in her ſhe knew would be irreparable, a 
compaſſion that drove from her mind al- 
moſt every other ſubject, and determined 
her, in order to ſoften to them this miſl. 
fortune, to communicate it herſelf. that ſhe 
might prevent their from ſinking under it, 
by reviving them with hopes of her future 
aſſiſtance. 

She had ordered at ſeven clock 1 in che 
morning an hired chaiſe at the door, and 
ſhe did not ſuffer it long to wait for her. 
She quitted her houſe with a heart full of 
care and anxiety, grieving at the deceſſity 
of making ſuch a ſacrifice, uncertain how it 
would turn out, and: labouring under a 
thouſand perplexities with reſpect to the 
meaſures ſhe ought immediately to take. 
She aa when ſhe reached. the hall, 

through 
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through a row of weeping domeſtics, not 
one of whom with dry eyes could ſee the 
houſe, bereft of ſuch, a miſtreſs. She ſpoke 
to them all with, kindneſs, and as much as 
was in her power with chearfulneſs: but 
the tone of her voice gave them little reaſon 
to think the concern at this ; Baumer Was all 
their own. 

She ordered her chaiſe to driven ind to 
the, pew-opener's,. and thence to the reſt of 
her immediate dependents. She | ſoon, 
however, regretted that ſhe bad given her- 
ſelf this taſk; the affliction of theſe! poo 
penſioners was clamorous, was almoſt 
heart: breaking they could live, they ſaid; 
no longer, they were ruined for ever; they 
ſhould ſoon be without bread to eat, and 


they might cry for 271 in vain, when their 


Sensus their only benefactreſs was far 
away! 

Cecilia made the kindeſt efforts to com- 
fort and encourage them, aſſuring them the 
very moment her own affairs were arranged, 
ſhe would. remember them all, viſit them 
herſelf, and contribute to their relief, with 
all the power ſhe ſhould have left. No- 
thing, however, could conſole them; they 
clung about her, almoſt took the horſes 
from the chaiſe, and conjured her not to 
deſert thoſe who were NONE cheriſhed 1 


her bounty! | 
Nor 
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Nor was this all ſhe had to ſuffer; the 
news of her intention to quit the county 
was now reported throughout the, neigh- 
bourhood, and had i} pread the utmoſt con- 
ſternation among the poor in general, and 
the Tower claſs of her own tenants in parti- 
cular, and the road was ſoon lined with 
women and children, wringing their hands 


and crying. They followed ber cartiage 


with fupplieations that ſhe: would return to 
them, mixing bleſfings with their lamen- 
rations, and prayers for her happineſs, with 
the bittereſt repinings at their own los! 

Cecilia was extremely affected; her li- 
beral and ever- ready hand was every other 
ſtant involuntarily ſeck ing her purſe, which 
her many immediate expences, made her 
prudence as often check: and now firſt ſhe 
feſt the capital error ſhe had committed, 


in living conſtantly to the utmoſt extent of 


her income, without ever preparing, though 
fo able to have done it, againſt any unfor- 
tunate contingency. ' | eli 

When ſhe eſcaped, at Jaſt, from recerv+. 
ing any longer this painful tribute to her 
benevolence, ſhe gave orders to her man 
to ride forward, and ſtop at the Grove, that 
a preciſe and minute account of Mr. Monck- 
ton, might be the laſt, as it was now be- 
tome the moſt important, news ſhe ſhould 
hear in Suffolk. This he did, when to her 
; equal 
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equal ſurpriſe and delight, ſhe heard that 
he was ſuddenly ſo much better, there were 
hopes of his recovery, 

Intelligence ſo joyful made her unnd 
for almoſt every thing; yet ſhe heſitated 
not in her plan of going abroad, as ſhe 
knew not where to be in England, and 
could not endure to hurry Delvile from his 
lick mother, by acquainting him with her 
helpleſs and diſtreſſed ſituation. But ſo 
revived were her ſpirits by theſe unexpected 
tidings, that a gleam of brighteſt hope 
once more danced before her eyes, and ſhe 
felt herſelf invigorated with freſh courage 
and new ſtrength, ſufficient to ſupport her 
through all hardſhips and fatigues. 

Spirits and courage were indeed much 
wanted for the enterprize ſhe had formed; 
but little uſed to trayelling, and having never 
been out of England, ſhe knew nothing of 
the route but by a general knowledge af 


geography, which, though it could guide 


her eaſt or weſt, could teach her nothing of 
foreign cuſtoms, the preparations neceflary 
for the journey, the impoſitions ſhe ſnobld 
guard againſt, nor the various dangers to 
which the might be expoſed, from total ig- 
norance of the country through which ſhe 

had to pals. 
Conſcious of theſe deficiencies for ſuch 
an undertaking; ſhe deliberated without in- 
termiſſion 
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termiſſion how to obviate them. Vet ſome- 
times, hen to theſe hazards, thoſe ariſing 


from her youth and ſex were added, the was 
the point of relinquiſhing' her ſcheme, 


as too perilous" for execution, and reſolving 
to continue privately in Eondon till ſome 
N happened in her affairs. 
though to every thing the og 
ſuggeſt, bes and difficulties aroſe, ſhe 
had no friend to conſult, nor could deviſe 
any means by which they might be termi- 
nated. Her maid was her only compa- 


nion, and Ralph, who had ſpent almoſt his 


whole life in Suffolk, her only gvard and, 


attendant. To hire inenevlaralyo ſome 


French ſervant, uſed to travelling in his 


own country, ſeemed the firſt ſtep ſne had 


to take, and ſo eſſential, that no other ap- 
peared feaſible till it wes done. But where 
to hear of ſuch a man ſhe could not tell, 
and to take one not well recommended, 
would be expoſing herſelt ro frauds and 
dangers innumerable. - 

Yet. fo flow as Delvile trhvelled/: kum 
whom her laſt letter was ſtill dated Oſtend, 
ſhe thought herſelf almoſt certain, could 
ſhe once reach the continent, of overtaking 
him in his route within a day or two of her 
landing. 

The earneſt hivitiatior with Which: hits 


ſcheme was ſeconded, made her every mo- 
ment 


think 
coulc 


© EC IU ws 


ment leſs willing to forego it. It ſeemed 
the only harbour for — the ſtorm {he 
had weathered, and the only refuge ſhe 
could properly ſeek while; thus houſeleſs 
and helpleſs. Even were Delvile in Eng- 
land, he had no place at preſent to offer 
her, nor could any thing be propoſed ſo 
unexceptionable as her living with Mrs. 
Delvile at Nice, till he knew his father's 
pleaſure, and, in a; ſeparate: journey home, 
had: arranged his affairs either for her re- 
turn, or her continuance abroad. 


Wich what regret did ſhe now look at's 


to the time when, in a diſtreſs ſuch as this, 
ſhe. ſhould have applied for, and received 
the advice of Mr. Monckten as oracular! 
The loſs of a counſellor ſo long, ſo impli- 


citly relied upon, loſt to her alſo, only by 
his own intereſted worthleſſneſs, ſhe: elk al- 


moſt daily, for almoſt daily ſome intricacy 
or embarraſſment made her miſs his aſſiſt- 
ance: and though glad, ſince ſhe found 
him ſo undeſerving, hat ſhe had eſcaped 
the ſnares he had ſpread for her, ſhe griev- 
ed much that ſnhe knew no man of honeſt 


character and equal abilities, that would 
care for her ſufficiently to ſupply: his place 


in her confidence. - 

As ſhe was ſituated at . preſent, he could 
think only of Mr, Belfield. to whom ſhe 
could 6-4 for any advice. N ae ne en 
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him was the application unexceptionable, 
the calumnies of Mr. Delvile ſenior making 
it diſagreeable 10 her even to ſee him. But 
he was at once a man of the world and a 
man of honour; he was the friend of Morti- 
mer, whoſe confidence in him was great, 
and his own behaviour had uniformly ſhewn 
a reſpect far removed from impertinence or 
vanity, and a mind ſuperior to being led to 
them by the influence of his groſs mother. 
She had, indeed, when ſhe laſt quitted his. 
houſe, determined never to re-enter it; but 
determinations haſty or violent, are rarely 
obſerved, becauſe rarely. practicable; ſhe 
had promiſed. Henrietta to inform Mrs. 
Belfield  whither ſhe was gone, and recon- 
cile her. to the abſence ſhe ſtil} hoped to 


make from home. She concluded, there- 


fore, to go to Portland-Street without de- 
tay, and enquire openly and at once whether, 
and when, ſhe might ſpeak with Mr. Bel- 
field; reſolving} if tormented again by zny 
forward inſinuations, to rectify all miſtał es 
by acknowledging her marriage. 
She gave directions accordingly to the 
poſt-boy and Ralph. | 5 
 Withireſpett to her own lodgings while 
in town, as money was no longer unimport- 
ant to her, the meant from the Belfelds to 
go to the Hills, by whom ſhe might be re- 
commended to ſome reputable and cheap 


place, 
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ECILIA was ſhewn into a parlour, 
— where Mrs. Belfield was very earneſtly 
diſcourſing with Mr. Hobſon and Mr. Sim- 
kins ; and Belfield himſelf, to her great ſa- 
tisfaction, was already there, and reading. 
& Lack-a-day !” cried Mrs. Belfield, if 
one does not always ſee the people one's talk- 
ing of ! Why it was but this morning, ma- 
dam, I was ſaying to Mr. Hobſon, I wonder, 
ſays I, a young lady of ſuch fortunes as Miſs 


Beverley ſhould mope herſelf up ſo in the 


country! Don't you remember it, Mr. 


Hobſon ?” | 
* Yes, madam,” anſwered Mr. Hobſon, 


« but I think, for my part, the young 
lady's quite in the right to do as ſhe's a 
mind; for that's what I call living agree- 
able: and if I was a young lady to-mor- 
row, with ſuch fine fortunes, and that, it's 
zuſt what I ſhould do myſelf: for what 
I fay is this : where's the joy of having a 
little money, and being a little matter above 
the world, if one has not one's own will?“ 

« Mx'am,” ſaid Mr. Simkins, who had 
ſcarce yet raiſed his head from the profound- 


neſs of his bow upon Cecilia's entrance into 
the 
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the room, © if I may be ſo free, may I 
make bold juſt for to offer you this chair?“ 

I called, madam,” ſaid Cecilia, ſeizing 
the firſt moment in her power to ſpeak, 
« in order to acquaint you that your 
daughter, whois perfectiy well, has made a 
little change in her ſituation, which 28 was 
anxious you ſhould: hear from myſelf. - 

“ Hal, hal ſtolen a match upon you, J 
RITA !? cried the facetious Mr. Hobſon; 
« ages example for you, young lady; 
and if you take my advice, you won't be 
long * you follow it; for as to a lady, 
let —— be worth never ſo much, ſhe's. a 
mere nobody, as one may ſay, till ſhe can 


get herſelf a huſband, being ſhe knows no- 


thing of buſineſs, and is made to pay for 
every thing through the noſe.” 

„ Fie, Mr. Hobſon, fie!“ ſaid Mr. 
Simkins, “to talk ſo ſlighting of the ladies 
before their faces! what one ſays in a cor- 
ner, is quite of another nature; but for to 
talk ſo rude in their company, —l thought 
5 you would ſcorn to do ſuch a thing.“ 
ho « Sir, I don't want to be rude no more 
8 than yourſelf,” ſaid Mr. Hobſon; “ for 


it what I ſay 1s, rudeneſs is a thing that makes 
a nobody agreeable; -but I don't ſee becauſe 
e | of that, why a man is not to ſpeak his mind 
| to a lady as well as to a gentleman, provid- 
d ed he does it in a complaiſant faſhion.” 
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Mr. Hobſon,” cried Mrs. Belfield; very 


impatiently, you might. as well let me 
ſpeak, when the matter 1s "ll hero my own 
daughter.” 

21 afk pardon, ma'am,” ſaid he, * 1 
Aid not mean to ftop you; for as to not 
letting a lady ſpeak, one might as well tell 
a man in buſineſs not to look at the Daih 
Advertiſer; why, its morally impoſſible!“ 

“ But ſure; madam,” cried Mrs. Bet- 
Held, © it's no ſuch thing? You can't 
have got her off already ?? 

I would I had! thought Cecilia; 3h 
then explained her meaning; but in talk- 
ing of Mrs. Harrel, avoided all mention of 
Mr. Arnott, well foreſecing that to hear ſuch 
a man exiſted, and was in the ſame houſe 


with her daughter, would be fufficient au- 


thority to her ſanguine expectations, for de- 
pending upon a union between them, and 


reporting it among her friends. 
This circumſtance being made clear, Ce 
cilia added, I could by no means have 


conſented voluntarily to parting ſo ſoon 


with Miſs Belfield, but that my own affairs 
call me at preſent out of the kingdom.“ 


And then, addreſſing herſelf to Belfield, ſhe 
enquired if he could recommend to her a 
truſty foreign ſervant, who would be hired 
only for the time ſhe was to ſpend abroad? 


While Belfield was endeavouring to re- 
6 | collect 


E E 1 


collect ſome fuck a Hoebſon : 
ly called out wy to going abroad, made 
to be. fure you're to 45 as Sl like, fo Sar 
as Tay, is 155 ſoul of 50 thing; Þ tete 
I cart ſay it's a thing T much approve ;' for 
my notion is this; here's a fine fortune, got 
as a man ma ſay, out of the bowels of he's 
mother country, and this fine fortune, in 
default of male iſſue, is obliged to come to 
a female, the law making no 3 to the 
contrary. Well, this female, into 2 
ſtrange country, naturally takes, with her 
this fortune, by reaſon, >| the main' arti 

ſhe has to depend upon; what's the upthot? 
why: the gets ilfered. by a fer of arpets 
that'neyer faw England in their lives,” and 
that never loſe ſight of her till ſhe has Hot a 
ſous in the world. But the hardſhip of the 
thing is this; when it's all gone, the lady 
can come back, but will the money came 
back No, you'll never ſee it again: now 
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this is what I call being no true Patriot.“ = 


„ am quite aſhamed for to hear you 
talk fo, Mr. Hobſon !” ers Mr. Simkins, 
affecting to whiſper to go for cc. Fake a 
perſon aſk at this rate, is behaving vi 8 
unbeatable; it's enough to make the  youlg 
lady afraid to ſpeak. before you.” 
| « Why „Mr. Simkins,“ ee My. 


Hobfon, * Truth IS truth Whether 680 


ſpeaks it or not; and that, ma'am, T dare 
Vor. V. N ſay, 
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ſay, a young 0." of your good ſenſe knows 


as well as myſe 
think, adh aid: Belfield; "Ho 


waited their filence with great impatience, 

that I know juſt ſuch 4 man as you will 
require, and one upon hefe lionlefly' 1 be- 
lieye vou may rely? 
That's more, ſaid Mr. Losch, | 
40 than I would; take upon me to ſay for 
any Eng liſbman ! where you meet with 
ſuch a. Frenchman, I-won'tbe bold to Tay,” 


£' Why indeed,“ aid Mr. Simkins “e if 


I might rakerthe liberty for toiputinzthough 
1 dont mean in no ſhape to go to eontradict. 
ing che young gentleman, but if I was to 
make bold to ſpeak my private opinion 
upon the head, I ſhould be inclinable N 
ſay, that as to putting a dependance 
the French, it e quite dubious ho 
it may. tyrn;outz7? Ot Diet 9VEG301f BIO Sf 

J take it as a g 
ſaid Mr 8. Belfield, 5 that you have been lo 
complaiſant as to make me this viſit to- 
night, for L was almoſt afraid vou would 
not have done me the favour any more; 
for, to be ſure, when you was here laſt, 
things went a little ul but I had no 
notion, for my part, who the old gentleman 
was til after he was gone, when Mr. Hob- 
ſon told me it was old Mr. Delvile: dur 
Toe Oy Ke e it rather upon the 

54% Bl extraordinary 


reat favour, man; LS 


quite i 


his nan 


ever, 3 
aboutn 
was in. 
in the v 
ipoke a 
great pe 


good. 


| 
J 
1 
i 


a +: M0 


extraordinary order, that he- ſhould come 
here into my patlour, and make ſuch a ſe- 


cret of his name, on pur poſe to aſt me quet⸗ 
tions about my o.] ſan? ff N,, lian: 


Why LHahink, indeed, if I may be ſo 
free, ” ſaid Mr. Simkins, & it was rather 
petickelet of the gentleman; for, to be ſure, 
b he Was 0 over curious to hear about 

your private concerns, the genteel thing, if 


may take the liberty: for to differ, would 
have — for him to ſay, malam, ſays he, 


m come to aſł the favour of yo jult to 
let me a little into your ſon's goings o 
and any thing, ma' am, you ſhould take a! 
fancy for tezaſk me upon the return, why 
ſhall be very compliable, ma' am, ſays he, aa. 
giving of you ſatisfactionl )?! 

« I- dare ſay, anſwered: Mrs. Belßeld. 
© he would not pt ſaid ſo much if youd 
have gone down on your knees to aſk him. 
Why he was upon the very point of being 
quite in a pꝑaſſion becauſe L only aſked® hin 


his name jc though what harm chad could de 


him, Em ſure I never could gueſs How-"" 
ever, as» he was 10 mi 


in the world to aſł him if he could not have 
ſpoke a few words for him to ſome of thoſe 
great people that could have done him ſome 
good, But the thing that I believe put him 
N 2 ſo 


ghry inquiſitive 
about my ſon, if I had but —— Who he 


was in. wr I ſhould have made no ſcruple 
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ſo out of . was my — 6 unlucky: kin 
as to ſay, before ever I knew who he was, you 
that I had heard he was not over and above ſha 
good-natured ; for I ſaw he did not ſeem: diff 


much to Hke it at the time!? the; 
If he had done the generous thing,” | of 
ſaid» Mr. Simkins, © it would have been * 


for him to have made the proffer of his ſer- 
vices of his on freecwill; and it's rather 
ſurpriſeable- to me he ſhould. never have 
thought of it; for what could be ſo natural 
as for him to fay, I ſee, ma' am, ſays he, 
ou've got a very likely young gentleman 
Te, that's alittle:our of cath, ſays he, fo 
Tloppoſe, ma'am, ſays he, a place, or a 
penſion, or ſomethi in that ſhape of life, 
would be no bad compliment, fa He. 
But no ſuch good luck as that; will 
come to my ſhare, ” cried Mrs. Belfield, 
« I can tell you that, for every thing I 
want to do goes quite — Who 
would not have thought ſuch a ſon as mine, 
though I ſay it before his face, could not 
have made his fortune long ago, living as 
he did, among all the great folks, and din- 
ing at their table juſt like one of themſelves? 
yet, for all that, you ſee they let him go on 
his own way, and think of him no more 
than of nobody] Pm- ſure they might be 
aſhamed to ſhew their faces, and ſo 1 ſhould 
tell them at once, if 1 * but get ſight 


of them.“ 
I don't 
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I don't mean, ma' am,“ ſaid Mr. Sim. 
kins, ** for to be finding fault with what 
you ſay, for I would not be unpelite in no 
hape; but if I might be ſo free as for to 
differ a little bit, I muſt needs ſay I am ra- 
ther for going to work in anotherguels ſort 
of a manner; and if I was as you 
% Me Simkins;” interrupted Belfield, 
e ill ſettle this matter another time.“ 
And then, turning to the wearied Cecilia, 
The man, madam,;“ he ſaid, whom 1 
have done myſelf che honour to recon 


to vo T.can-ſee to-morrow! morning; may 


I then tell him to wait upon you??? 


I Jak pardon for juſt putting in,” cried 


_ Simkeins, before Cecilia could anſwers 
> -bowing down to the nen 
« * . had not 
for tobe nee as to what I was 
a going! to remark; it Was not « ho conſe- 
quent Im ehe lealt?”:; on % — 28 
Its a great piece of luck, wa am,” ſaid 
Mrs. Belfield, “ that you ſhould happen to 
come here, of a holde l If my ſon had not 
been at home, E ſhould have been ready to 
cry foria, week: and you might come any 
day the year through but a Sunday, and not 
meet with him any more than if he had never 
a home to come to.“! 
Af Mr. Belfield's home · viſits. 2 are ſo 
periodical,” faid Cecilia, it mult be ra- 
N 3 ther 
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M Us 8. porn Texan of it,” © 25 


fald he, for which! 


 CECISEL 
ther leſs, than more, en to meet with 


him. 3 lde Sd 
Why you know, ma am, anſwered 


DIA 


2 "O77 1x7 1 i 3; 


we A 4 


we A red jetter day?“ 2 e 
Good lack, madam, why, have no ot'y you 


Heard that my fon is turned book kcepet * 


Cecilia, much ſurpriſed, Igoked at Bel- 


feld, ho, colouring. very d. and, ap- 


a 284 thy much p rovoked is. mot! er's 
quacit . ja laid, "Had A 0 14 not 
heard;ir; even now, madam, I ſhould. pro- 


bably "have lot with her no ee 8 


up Von can, furely loſe none, Sir,“ an- 
facie Cecilia, % by an employment 100 


little pleaſant to have been .Undertaken f from 


any — the moſt laudable motives,” _ 
It is not, madam, the em ployment,” | 
to muck bluſh a5 for 
the perſon employed—for., my/ef l In. 
beginning of the inter you le t me juke 
ga gel n dee Pace 4 bu job with 
Allen! Was madly delighted, and tully.per- 
ſuaded 1 mould b be e 0 Or; Evers 
—now, again, in the beginning of the ſum- 
mer, you find me, already, in a new. Oc- 
cupation! 
« I am ſorry, ” ſaid Cecilia, « but far 


indeed from ee that you found gel 
e 


C E C IL I A. 
ſelf deceived by ſuch Languine" Expe 25 
tions“, "” Nn 
7 108 'Deceiyed ! 1 eried he, with « FINER 
was bewitched, 1.was infatuated! cen 
ſenſe was eſtranged by the ſeduCtion of a 
chimera; my underſtanding y was in a ferment 
from the ebullition of my imagination! But 
when this new way of life loſt its novelty,” 
—2 obeltyt that by is -liv'd,- but ge 
bliſs N ho- Ying la: ught than it it - vaniſhes, no 
ſooner of d tha an it 18 ane Khich chart 
comes bur to deſtroy. what i t 
ind. when" that v Was, loft; 
* cool, Wc e took its nes, 
and reaching me to wonder: at. tlie frenzy or 
my folly, brou ht me backe to the” camenel 
—the fadneſs of rea ty ! { or 
RY I am;fure;” cried Mrs. 'Belneal, * 0 Wie- 
ever it Bas drought y o back to, it has 
broũ t you back to; 10 good? it's a hard 
caſe, yo 'muſt needs. think, -madam,.to a 
mother, to ſee à ſon chat mi cht do Wii at- 
ever he. would, if he'd only ſet aboge f. 
contenting | himfetf wich ff nothing. but 
ſcribble and ſctibe one day y, and when he 
gets tired of that, thinking of pothing better 
than caſting up two and two! Kerl 
Why, madam,” ſaid Mr. Hob hn: 
« what I have ſeen of the world: is Nin 
there's nothing methodizes a man but buſt- 
N ä neſs. 
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get from them, is a farr 
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neſs. If he's never ſo much upon the ſtilts, 


that's always a ſure way to bring him down, 


by reaſum he ſoon» finds there's nothing to 
be got by rhodomontading. Let every man 
be his own catver; but what I-fay is, thtm 
gentlemen that are hat one may callige- 
niuſes, commonly think nothing of the main 

chance, till they get a tap on the ſnoulder 


witha writ; and a ſolid lad, that knows. 
three times five fifteen, will get the better 


of them in the long run. But as to argu- 
ing with gentlemen of that ſort, Where's che 
good of it? You: can never bring them to 
the point, ſay what you Silk all pen can 
of fine words, 
chat you cant dere without a dion 
tionary.“ ark 0 6 fn 
%% um .nolinakiter ta think;” ſaid Mr. 
Sümkins, “ that the young gentleman is 
rather of opinion to like pleaſure better than 
buſineſs; and, to be ſure, it's very exculatite: 


of him, becaule its more agrecabler.. And 
1 muſt needs ſay, if I may be ſo free, Im 
partly of the young gentleman's. mind for 


buſineſs is a deal more trouble.““““//ß 
I hope, however,” ſaid Serilia 50 Hel- 

field, « your” preſent; Gruation is leſs) nk. 

ſome toyou RB” |, 

Any ſituation, ada, muſt bes leſs' 

irkſome than that which I. quitted: to write; 


by rule, to compoſe by neceſſity, to _ 


the 1 
vient 
art !. 
rack 
for i. 
allufl 


the it 
„ 
Hobi 
them, 
much 
nouo! 
the w 
be go 
to mo 
{ure 2. 
this tc 
they h 
exami 
world 
to Ju 
ſelves. 
rogues 
law, f 
having 
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the underſtanding, nature's firſt gift, ſubſer- 
vient ta intereſt, that meaneſt offspring of 


art! + when» weary; liſtleſs, ſpiritleſs, to. 


rack the head for invention, the memory 
for images; and. the fancy for ornament and 
alluſion ; and when the mind is wholly oc- 
cupied hy its o.]n affections. and affairs, to! 
call forth all its faculties for foreign ſub- 
jects, unintereſting diſcuſſions, or fictitious 


incidents l.. Heavens what a life of, 


ſtruggle between the head and the heart! 
how cruel, how unnatural a war between 
the intellects and the feelings 47 Ji 10608 
As to theſe ſort of things,“ ſaid Mr: 
Hobſon, I can't-ſay I am much verſed in 
them, by reaſon they are things I never 
much ſtudied; but if 1 was to ſpeak my 
notion, it is this; the beſt way to thrive in; 
the world is to get money; but how is it to. 
be got? Why by buſiaeſs: for buſineſs is, 
to money, what fine words are to a lady, a: 
{ure road to ſucceſs. Now l don't mean by 
this to be cenſorious upon thedadies;;: being 
they have nothing elte to go by, for as 0. 
examining if a man knows any ching of the 
world, and that, they have nothing whereby 
to Judge, knowing nothing of fit then 
ſelves. So that when they are taken in by 
rogues and ſharpers, the fault is all in the 
law, for making no proviſo againſt their 
having money in their own hands. Let 
N 5 b 


= 
A 4 a * 
— = — 
. eos 


2 
* 


+ LE 2 of you! th he £ 4 
„ i. 5 " = _ T N . 4 "Y 
oY \ ” 2 3 1 2 bo. * - =T £5 * 1 
—.— — — .. g | 
y 1 —— = — — 2 a 
* — - 


— 
— r 


> row 


— — — ——— ·˙¹0¹ 


* , . WP 
0 = ” \ . * 1 » 4+ * +. — - 
4 = * * — 
1 IK » p 2 5 2 42 * 2 2 mM 
* 1 Ag 1 RF * » U l oper + —— . == * * 4 * N 78 - "uy , SG 
—— . - — Pct "wn - 8 — X * . * N. Fo - you SS - a . Lela y "7 SS * ; * * — - A 
— - w , . „„ „ ö ? tA q & r * 4 N - 
: y . N - ——— — — —— — — „ * — * — — — — - : 
y « If 9 0 — 0 8 - — - pe; — — — hs — - - * . 2 * I # * 
* a — —— - — I * — o , > 2 4 4 Ft 2 = 2 * — — * By Wu a —— — — — LY 
= = pA — - — — — «a — — — . — on — . * Ly 2 8 . CESS I 8 2 — = 8 E — — ro - — 
— •——— 2 OOOOTEER—_ — — Gn * a _ - 2 — 
— — — — — 7 - - — — — — — — w 4 — — _ — = 
oo P . y a W — — — * 0 f — * 4 "> * — — 22 2 po pt — bud bg Aa ad =_ 
- —_ => 4 4 «6 » — . . — — — — * £ * N 3 1 = Oe — = was — + — — — — —ũ ＋:.UL—U— — 
a — . . 26S 1 ** — = =— \ * E A+ = k a * > q m . w > - \ \ = — 
- * * — — 2 — 22 p s 4% n a * _—_—_ — — —— 2 
— * * — Page Ip '* 4 o — 
V = « a4 


2 * K a * POOR © TIN * BRAF ? * 4 . 1 : L 
CCC 


: 8 4. th 9 
= 7 =y „ "DOG F 42 


every one be truſted according to their head- 


E C T UH 


piece : and what I ſay is this: a lady in 
— caſes is much to be pitied, for ſhe is 
obligatrd to take a manupon his on credit, 
which is! tantamount'-to-nocoredit gat all, 


being what man will ſpeak an ill word of 


himfeif ? /you may us welb expect a had ſhil- 


ling to cry out don't take mes That's what 
J fay, and that's my way: of giving my 


voten „ii! tea et 2 bland by: 
Cccilia, quite tied of theſe interruptions, 
and i impatient to be gone, now ſaid tobBel- 


field, (I ſhould be much obliged to you, 


Sir, if you could ſend to me the man you 
ſpeak of - to-morrow morning. I wiſhed, 
alſo, to conſult you with regard to the route 


I ought. to take... My - purpoſe is to go to 


Nice, and as I am very deſirous to travel 
expeditiouſly, you may perhaps be able to 
inſtruct me what is the beſt method for me 
to 1 . viequt 5113 0 
Come, Mr. Hobſon and Mr: Sim- 
hin cried Mrs. Belfield, with a look of 


much ſignificance and delight, | ſuppoſe 


two and I was to walk into the next 
room? There's no need for us to hear all 
the young lady may have a mind to ſay.“ 
« She has nothing to ſay, madam,” cri- 
ed Cecilia, © thar the whole world may not 
hear. Neither is it my purpoſe to talk, but 
to liſten, if Mr. Belfield is at leifure to far 


vour me with his advice.“ 
1 « muſt 


CAE 1C 171.73 100 


«<.I muſt always be atleiforezandalways 
be proud, madam, Belfieid began, hen 
Hobſon, interrupting him ſaid e In aſte 
pardon, Sirꝭ for intruding, but 3 mean 
to-wiſh theryoong lady good night As to 
interfering with buſineſs, that's not my 

way, for it's not che right method, by! rea- 
ſonnet 1 ogy 2347 10h 3490 979 Oui 

We will liften to your reaſon, Sir, 
cried Belfield, © fome other time; at pre- 
ſent we will W you all cdi fot it un- 
heardo? Dis! won .5nge 5d. 01 insisqmi bas 

8 Let every man ſpeak his own maxim, 
Sir,“ cried. Hobſon ;! “ for that's what 1 
call fair arguing: but ast to one perſon's 
ſpeaking, and then making an anſwer. for 
another into the bargain why it's going to 
work no-how ; you may: as well talk to 4 
counter, and think becauſe you make a 
noiſe upon t with your own: hand, it 3 
you the reply.“ . 1t109 01 

Why, Mr. Hobſon, cried” Mis. Bel- 
fields att Jain quite aſamedi of you for be- 
ing ſordull . Aon t youſce my ſon has fornes 
thing to ſay to the lady chat vou and l have 

no buſineſs to be meddling nb“ © 11007 
m ſure, ma'am, for my part,“ ſaid- 
Mr. Simkins, “ I'm very agreeable to go- 
ing away, for as to putting che young. ladyi 
to the e it's what 1 N not ele 147 no 
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a Jony mean,” ſaid Mr. Hobſon, when 


the room by the ſhoulders, and, pulling 


een ee che engine 


ſhut the door, though Cetilia; much pro- 


voked; defired ſhe would ſtay, and declared 


repeatedly that all her bean, was public; 


Belfield, who had loaked ready to murder 
them all during this ſhort ſcene, now ap- 


proached Cecilia, and with an air of ming 


led ſpirit and reſpect, ſaid; . I am much 


grieved, much confounded, madam, that 


your ears ſhould be offended by ſpeeches ſo 


improper to reach them; yet if it is poſ- 


ſible I can have the honour of being of any 


uſe to you, in me, ſtill, I hope, you feel you 


may confide. I am too diſtant from you in 


ſituation to give you reaſon to apprehend 1 
can form any ſiniſter views in ſerving you; 
and, permit me to add, 1 am too near you 
in mind, ever to give you the pain of bid- 
ding me remember that diſtance. ?““? 
Cecilia then, extremely unwilling to ſhock 
a ſenſibility not more generous than jealous, 


determined to continue her enquiries, and, 


at the ſame time, to prevent any further 
miſapprehenſion, by revealing her actual 
ſituation. 

% J am. ſorry, Sir,” ſhe n «ro 


kite occakoned this diſturbance; Mrs. 
Belfield, 


nerrupted by Mrs. Belfeld, who, 
oitof all · patience, now turned him out of 


r L9 2! 3045 


Belfield, I find, is W with, 
the: ug now Kanxies M8! 


Here a little 1 in the paſſage — 
rupting her, ſhe heard Mrs Belfieil, th ugh 
in a low voice, Jay © Huth,' Sirphuſh4 you! 
muſt not come in juſt, now; you've: caught: 
me, | 1:confeſs, rather upon 'thedliſkening-ars 


der; but 20 dell you the: truth, did not 
know what might ibe going forward. H 
ever, there's no admittance nom aſſure 
you, for my ſonꝭs n pen articulir buſi neſs 
with a lady, and Mr. Hobſon and: Mr. 
Simkins — hs have all: been,” ds 2gp0d -a8 
turned out by them but juſt now? ooo {1191s 
Cceilia and Belfie d, thuugh they heard 
this ſpeech with mutual indignation, had 
no:titne to mark or (expreſs it, as it Was an- 
ſwered without in a voi at onee loud and 
furious, Jau, madam; may be content to 
liſten here; pardon me if I am Jets eee 
diſpoſed? U aun or 
And the door Was abruprly o dr 
young! Detektei 
Cecilia, Who balf ſcreamed Fre add: 
of aſtoniſhment, would ſcarcely, even bx 
the preſence of Belheld and his mother, 
have been reſtrained from flying to meet 
him, had his own aſpect; invited ſuch a 
mark of tenderneſs; but far other was the 
ES OBE] caſe; 
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caſe ; hen the door was open, he ſtopt 


ſhort with a look half petrified; his feet 
rooted to the 


« I declare aſk pardon, ma am cried 


Mrs. Belfield: but the interruption was 
no fault of mine, for the gentleman would 


come in ans ne gn,ον0jẽ,O αũỹdlji gol 
It ãs no dnterruption, madam? cried 
Belfield; “ Mr: Deloile does me nothing 
but honour.” — ds 
21 thank you, Sir!“ ſaid» Delvile, try- 


ing to recover dy come forward, but tremb- 
ling violently, and Fw # with the moſt 
frigid: coldneſu. oy 15m οαο Dobbs of; 


They were then; for 4 few inſtants all 


flenty Cecilia, amazed by his arrival, ſrill 


more amazed by his behaviour, feared to 
ſpeak leſt he meant notꝭ as yet, to avoty his 
marriage, and felt a thouſand apprehenſi- 
ons that ſome ne calamity had hurried him 
home: while Belfield was both hurt by his 
ſtrangeneſs, and embarraſſed for the ſake” of 
Cecilia; and his mother, though zwonder- 
ing at them all, hey go tt ya o_ we EP 
looks. Oc ,£ 1 


Delvile then, — for an re 


ance of more eaſe, ſaid, I ſeem to have 
made a general confuſion here e ae [ 
beg | 

* None 


upon which they 


bag geo fluf ew ,vidibus 


1 o + @ 


S$801L tA 


None at all, Sir aid: Belfield, and 
offered a chair to Ceriljia : , § m 
No, Sir, ſhe an ered, in a voi ce ſcarce 
audible, I was juſt going.” And again 
rang the hell obig fs 19:glgb 1” 

t Leatt Io hurry you, madhm .? cried 
Delvile, whoſe:whole frame was nom ſhak 
ing with uncontrollable emotĩon ;? you are 
upon buſtneſarr -L ought to beg your Par- 
dairi-my-entrance, 1 believeziwas u unſeaſon⸗ 


able. — ono 0 

144 Sit:V1-cried: the; locking; abhaft at'this 
ſpeech: 15d brgwio! 2mo> bak 1woIvrorn 
'-s; Eſhowld: have been inatherifutpriſest, 5 
he added, to have met you hereꝶ ſo late 
ſo unen „ ſodegply engaged Had 
liner, happene ed! to! ſee your fetvant in the 
ſtreet, who 0 zald meithc- honour }:ſhould be 
likely. to have: by coming 5d IHHt dey 

Good God l. exclainied:ſhe; invo- 
landatily 3 but, checking herſolf as well as 
ſhe could, due ctonrried? to Mrs. Belfield, 
unable to ſpeak td her, d and avoiding even 
to ook at Belfield, Hot reſpectfullys hung 
back, ſhe haſtened out: of the room: ac- 
companied by Mrs. Belfield, who again be- 
gan the moſt; voluble and vulgar apologies 
for the intruſion ſhe had met with. 

Delvile alſo, after a moments pauſe, wol- 
lowed, ſaying, © Give me 1: ave, madam, to 
ſee you to your carriage.“ 


Cecilia 
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Cecilia then, notwithſtanding Drs! Bel- 
feld ſtill kept talking cou no longer 


frain ſaying, 
chis mean?” :: 


235 


re 


8 N r heaven, Wust goers all 


4 OS, 330 


His 


« Rather for me is that queſton he an- 


ſwered, in fuch ag 


ation he coulii not, tho 
he meant it; afſiftther into thethhiſe. 


veh 


mine; I deli ie ve, is the greater ſurpriſe “ © 
-2 What nlp riſe i eried-thezrt? wah 


bo. 4+ 11 I H53ntmnts e 


I:co1 
5 Sand bye I will” be hdd 
* goon 


* 
* 21 418. 


n poſtilion. T 


Were, Sir?“ 


e199] Where you 


& © 
—— 57 


!:<-Rumford i? 


441 Biz; | 


15 


* 3% 


72 


came from, Llappot. „ 


What, Sir, dene, to Rumfortdꝰ ? 


exclatmed he{ with! wy 


evealtic order, <- you came! then from 
Suffolk hither ?—from Suffolk d this very 
Houſe?” 

23 Godd heaven l eried cetlis, <Xothe 
into the chaiſe, and let me N and Hog 
to be underſtood 1”? ? 


Whois that bo in it? al 


* My maid.“ 


pF You! maid and the waits ts for | you 


thus at the door? 
:- What, what bs it yd mean?” 
<c Tell the man, madam, whither 1 to go.” ”» 
don't Kn myſelf—any where you 


plaſo—do you order him.“ 


2\" 


# of . 


| # 


te. 


N — 5 


k 2. 


© order 


tQ 


CaEr CI II D HA 305 


e ee im h you en e 
to receive orders ftihm e A 
rohe ieee Nin N 
I don't know—I meant 20 80.40 Ms, 
Hille 1 have no place taken.“ : 
No place taken!“ repeated he, In a 
vale faultiering.berwern paſſion and. grief 5: 
„ you. Pyrpgled,. then, 40 tay. here ? l 
haye Perhaps, dri en you aWAY II . ue * 
<«< Here !” oried Cecilia, mingling, 1 in her 
turg, inclignation with ſyrpriſe, *gracious; 
heaven! what i it you mean t dou ubt 77 5 
Nothing!“ cried! bes with, enphafüs 
0 Enerer A; bag, never have 
ae L will knaw,,.1 WU Have rarucrreht: 
for everything! Foſt lion, drive te Sr. 
James G. Lare Mr..Delvile's. 1 here, 
2 will Wait vpon agent 20216 News 
Not flay; Goll Bon f. Called but 3 
cilia; ſeized wick gerror inex prellibla s 7 
me ger out, let we: ſpeak-with-you atronee 2”! 
et cannot beg Þ will. follow von 4 
few minutes — drive on, poſtilion! T. 
No, n 11 will not go—1 dare ndt 
leave you—-unkind Delvile |——= ṽhat. is tt 
you ſuſpe ct? ? „ „unt e bag 
„Cecilia,“ cried. * putting bie hand 
upon the chaiſe- door, 1 ease ef er 
ed you ſpotleſs as an angel ! and, by heaven! 
believe or ſo all, in e i: Ih rage 
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—in'defiance of every thing JIN Now 


chen be fatis ed ;<=1 will be with you ver) 


Mean white, take this lettet, Lwas 


jun 7 7 to ſend to you. —Poſtilion, Urive 

on, or be at your wy (RTF Sr UTR 2 

1 Le waited. no further oerl FR 
ded the Fohibition'' Gf Cecilia, e 


ca Te Oi to him withoat ceafing z*bu he 


would not liſten to her till lie got tothe end 


of the ſtreet; Ke then ſtopt, and the broke 


the ſeal of her letter, and read, by the If ke. 


of the Ya enough to let her howW 

Delvite id Bo 

Dover to London to a uainther his mo- 

oy was now Better; and "had raken pity f 
is ſuſpenſe and it mpaticrice, and a 

8 his coming! p 


communſcate His marriage to his Racker, a 
give thoſe orders towards prepari 
being made "public, "which "his unh: 


precipitation in leaving the' kingdom f 1 


nted. e 


This letter, which; though written but 4 
few heuls before ie received i it, Was full of 


nderneſs, gratitude, and anxiety for her 
Mepideſt . inſtantly convinced her that His 


ſtrange behaviour had been wholly the effect 


of a ſudden impulſe oſ jealouſy excited by 
ſo unexpectedly finding her in town, at tlie 
very houſe where his father had aſſured him 


ſhe 


\eritcen it-opon't the Tad from 


rivately 0 England, th 
ſatisfy himſelf folly about Mr. Moncktoh; 


vg for 1 


me 


ſhe had a an inipropes connexigny. and Hons, 


ſo ſuſpiciouſly, wich the yo 

ed 155 be her favourite. 1 e 
of the ejectment, nothing of any reaſen for 
ber leaving Suffolk, every „hing has the 
ſemblance of no motive. bug, to, indulge a 
Private an criminal inclination 


Y? = 


Theſe: thoughts, which Coffoſedly, Li 


forcibly, uſhed | upon! her mind, br 
whom, once. 25 excuſe fat, his c 
aua an, alarm for .hi « danger 1e 
ok he eried, game to tag 
5 to meet Mr, Belfield” then,; opening 
the. chaiſe-· door perſelf, 6 jumPpr ade 
ran back into Portland. ect, 199. impatient 
ta argue with the oſtilion to return with 
her, and ſtopt not, Kill ſhe. came to Mrs. 
Belfield's houſe. ˖ 8 uf -A - 
She. knocked at dhe door with violence ; 
Mrs: Belfield, came to it herſelf; 2 Where, 
cried ſhe, -; haſtily; entering as the ſpake; 
« ate the gentleme nee e aoign ni eg? 
% Lack-a-day | ma'am,” anfwered, Mrs. 

Belkeld,,** bc e Der Ys in Þ 
Gone out here to ?-which, way 25 
Im ſure I cans tell, ma am, no more 
than you can; but I am ſadly afraid 8 

have a quarrel before they ve done. 18 

„Oh heaven!“ cried; Cecilia, who how 
doubted. not a ſecond quel, & tell me, 1 

me, which way they went?! io on 
«© Why, ma' am, to let you into the 2 
Ger 
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- ” 'an{wered Mrs. Belfield; only I beg 

5 Co take no notice of it to my ſon, (bur, W 
* ſeeing them io much out of ſorts, E begged te 
'Y the favour of Mr. Simkins, as: Mr. Hob die 
3 ſon was gone but to his club, Juſt to foHow he 
3 them, and deg what they were after? op och): c 
I Cecilia was *much-rejoiced>rhis: chu on N 
:I had been taken, and Etc to walt his 0 
E return. She would haye ſent for the chaiſe of 
as to follow her but Mrs. Belfield: kept no 3 
? ſervant, and the maid of the houſe Was em. 7 
#3 ployed {preparing the fupper. TS F220} y 
Fu When. Mr. Simkeins came "back. kit © 4d 
Fe learnaglufeer various i interrt tions from Mrs. "20 
75 Belketd;' and much delay from is own ne 
55 dow neſt and circumiocution that he had 

7 purſued che two gentlemen do che 9 ha 
tt coffee-houſe. a COSTS th 
F : *She'heſirared not a umme in te ſolvin 0 
bi to fol them: the feared: te failure uf 
br any commiſſion, nor did ſhe know whom to th 
| entruſt with one: and rhe::danger*was'tod 
if urgent for much deliberation. Ske begged, m 
4 therefore, that Mr. Simk ins would Walk 
17 with het boi the chaiſe; but hearing chat the Er 
1 coffechouſe was another way; ſtie de fired ſo 
2 Mrs: Belfield to let the ſerbant run and or- D. 
2 der it to Mrs. Roberts, in Fetter- lane, and St 
3 then eagerly requeſted Mr. Simkins to ac- ſee 
; company her on foot mill _ mer Fen an hi. 
A hackney- coach. | to 
= |: - 8 then ſet © our; Mr. Simkins feeling dr. 
* | proud 


r > wit i. 
Cn nd 


CAE CID HAD 309 
proud ad happy in being allowed to at- 
tend hen, while:Cecilia; glad of any ptotec- 
tion, achepted his 1 continuing 2 05 
her; even. after ſhe met with an hackne 
coach. 23 Ziel * N 10 1. N J ef Tok 
When the arrived at the coffee hobſe, he 
ordered. the: coachman to deſire tlie mew: 
of it to come and ſpeak with her. 
He. game, and ſhe” or Dar called) on; 
0 au, are W- nen den here?“ 0 

> tre Are: ſeveral e hers wa 
dam. 2 ELL % 

Me, Yes,. yes,—— but: are ro ypon any bug 
neſs — any particular buſineſs? -, 27/40 

+ Two.gentlemen;/ madam, dme labolde 
half an hour ago, and aſked for a room to 
themſelves.” 

** And where are they now! — are they 
up ſtairs ?——down ſtairs ? — where are 
they?“ 

One of them went away in about ten 
minutes, and the other ſoon after.“ 

Bitterly chagrined and dilappointed, ſhe 
knew not what ſtep to take next; bur, after 
ſome conſideration, concluded upon obeying 
Delvile's own directions, and proceeding to 
St. James's-ſquare, where alone, now, ſhe 
ſeemed to have any chance of meeting with 
him, Gladly, however, ſhe till conſented 
to be accompanied by Mr. Simkins, for her 


dread of being alone, at ſo late an hour in an 
hack- 
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hackney- coach, was invincible. Whether 
Delvile himſelf had any authority for direct- 
ing her to his father's, or whether, in the per- 
turbation of his new- excited and agonizing 
ſenſations of jealouſy, he had forgotten that 


any authority was neceſſary, ſhe knew not; 
nor could ſhe now intereſt herſelf i x the 


doubt: a ſecond ſcene, ſuch as had io 
ly paſſed with Mr, Monckion, 5 


her thoughts : 16 knew at pra- 
bability that Ae e Ty Irie af ary Rad 


would diſdain m na 
Delvile 1 in his preſent, agitation. mig! 
quire, and the conſequence of ſuch $f: 
ſal mut almoſt inevitably be tatal--:4 5 rin 
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nn 554 4” 1575; ? Fol I fly if 2 Wy 95 
1s Mr. Del vile here 78 


he'd 95 a 
J ee e de nh 


12689 ag] ecld; 
* Oh matter for an "eng | ment! 

cried The, Naß the 7 5 2 {t Speak 

to him this moment! 

elf you will pleaſe to Pb into the par- 

lour, ol ly I will tell his gentleman you 


| Pp oh 


5 Mögt the porter came to the 
5 721 cilia 5 called gut Gays 
SC 
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are here; but he will be much diff pleaſed 


if he is diſturbed without notice.“ 
«- Ah heaven !” exclaimed ſhe, what 
Mr. Delvile are you talking of 27 + 

My maſter, madam.” ? 

Cecilia, who had got out of the coach, 
now haſtily returned to it, and was ſome 
time in too great agony to anſwer either the 
porter, who defired ſome meſſage, or the 
coachman, who aſked whither. he was to 
drive. To ſee Mr. Delvile, unprotected 
by his ſon, and contrary to his orders, ap- 
peared to her inſupportable; yet to what 

place 
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place could ſhe go? where was the likely 
to meet with Delvile? how _ he find 
her if ſhe went to Mrs. Hill's? and in what 
other houſe could {he at preſent claim ad- 
mittance ? 

After a little recovering from this truet 
ſhock, ſhe ventured, though in a faultering 
voice, to enquire whether oung We 55 
vile had been there? ©? — Vt IT 
nt Ves, madam;” the porter Are, 
« we chought he was abroad, but he called 


juſt Ho.π] ]. and aſked if any lady had been at 


the houſe, He would not even ſtay to 
upſtoimy friaſter; and we have hoFdan fell 


_ Hinofthifarrivalen 7 0992 1 


This a little revived ber ws" bear os be 
hadi actually heen enq un lug for her, at Ieaſt 
aſſured her of his ſaſety from any immedi- 
ate violence, and ſhe began to hope ſhe 
might now poſſibly mett with him time 
enough to explain MP that had paſt in his 
abſence, and occaſioned" ber feeming 
ſtrange and ſuſpicions ſituation at Belfield's. 


She compelied herſelf, therefore, to ſummon 


courage for ſeeing his father, ſinet, as he 
had directed her to the houſe, ſne conctud- 


eds hè would return thereto ſeek: her, When 


HE had wandered elſe where to fo-purpoſe. 
She then, though with much timidity and 
rehuQuitce: ſent a meſſage to Mr Pee 
entreat a moment's audience, + -! 2 * 
= An 


” 
* 


TY — bd 
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An anſwer was brought her that he ſaw 
no company ſo late at night. 

Loſing now all dread of his reproaches, 
in her {ſuperior dread of miſſing Delvile, ſhe 
called out earneſtly to the man, Tell him, 
Sir, | beſeech him not to refuſe me! tell 
him I have ſomething to communicate that . 
requires his immediate attention!“ 9 

The ſervant obeyed; but ſoon returning, 
ſaid his maſter deſired him to acquaint her 
he was engaged every moment he ſtayed in 
1 and muſt poluively; decline ſeeing 

eres 44 

« Go to him again,“ ried the barraſſed 
Cecilia, “ aſſure him I come not from my- 
ſelf, but by the deſire of one he moſt va- 
lues: tell him 1 entreat but permiſſion. to 
wait an hour in his houſe, and that T have 
no other Place in e world Whither I can 


o 1 * 


. 


"Mr. Delvile's own gentleman. brought, 
with evident concern, the anſwer to this 
tition; Which was, that while the Had 
able Mr. Delvile was himſelf alive, he 
thought the deſire of any other perſon. con- 
cerning his houſe, was taking with. him a 
very extraordinary liberty; and that he was 
now going to bed, and had given ofdets ta 
his ſervants to carry, him no more meſſages 
whatſoever, upon pain of inſtant diſmiſſion. 

Cecilia now ſeemed totally deſtitute of 
Vol. V. OF "RL 
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all reſource, and for a few dreadful minutes, 


gave herſelf up to utter deſpondency: nor, 
when ſhe recovered, her preſence of mind, 


could ſhe form any better plan than that of 
waiting in the coach to watch che return of 


e. a. „Ens tlg 
She told the coachman, Nele . 


to a corner of the ſquare, begging Mr. 
Simkins to have patience, which he pro- 


miſed with much readineſs, and endeavour- 
ed to give her canton; by. . without 
ceſſation. 5502 28103 qoft 
She waited, here near half an hour, She then 
feared the diſappointment of Delvile in not 
meeting her at firſt, had made him conclude 


ſne meant not to obey his directions, and 


had perhaps urged him to call. again upon 
Belfield, whom he might fancy privy. to her 
non- appearance. This was new horror to 
her, and ſhe reſolved at all riſks to drive to 
Portland - ſtreet, and enquire if Belfield him- 
ſelf was returned home. . Yet, leſt they 
ſhould mutually be purſuing each other all 


night, ſhe ſtopt again at Mr. Delvile's, and 


left word with. the porter, that if young 
Mr, Delvile ſhould come home, he 3 
hear of the perſon he was enquiring for at 
Mrs, Roberts's in Fetter-lane. To Belfield's 

ſhe did not dare to direct him z and it was 


her intention, if there ſhe procured no new 


intelligence, to leave the : Jame meſſage, and 
6 then 


as CO 
64 
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him 


5 
acrof 
took 
wits { 
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ilia, 
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to tel 


taid 
oy J 


whicl 


oY, 
tor he 
hardl. 
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which 


to enter the houſe, ſhe ſent in Mr. Simkins, 


to tell vou; me came again juſt Romy e 


Which way is he gone?“ 
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then go to Mrs. Roberts without further de- 
lay. To make ſuch an arrangement with | 
a ſervant who kne not her connection with 
ba young maſter, Was extremely! repugnant 
to her ʒ but the exigence Was too urgent for 
ſcruples, and there was nothing to Which | 
the would. not have conſented, to prevent the 
fatal cataſtrophe ſhe ap prehended. As 4 | 
When ſhe came to Bets; not aur. 


to deſire that Mrs. Belfield would'be 0 800. 7 

as to ſtep to the coach door. lt“ 
AIs your fon, madam,” ſhe cried, eager- 
ly, come home? and 1 body with 
him? 05 110 l 

10 No, ma': am; he has never once bern 5 
acroſs the threſhold ſince that gentleman 
took him out; and 1-;am half out of m my 
wits to think)! TIC: 

Has that gentleman,” interrupted Ce- 
cilia! been here any more: 2 7 

Jes, ma'am, that's what T Was going 


aich E lv M15. 
85 Jaſt now ? — god heaven! | aw and 


„Why he is after no good, I am Afraid, 
for he was in a great paſſion, and would | 
hardly hear any thing I ſaid.“ | | 

© Pray, pray anſwer me quick PETR. 
"Ou way did be go?“ 

6c Why 
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„Why, he aſked me if I knew whither 
my ſon was come from the ** coffee-houſe ; 


why, ſays I, I'm ſure I can't tell, for if it 


had not been for Mr. Simkins, I ſhould not 


ſo much as have known he ever went to the 
* * coffee-houſe ; however, I hope he a'n't 
come away, becauſe if he is, poor Miſs Be- 


verley will have had all that trouble for no- 
thing; for ſhe's gone after him in a. prodi- 


gious hurry; and upon my only ſaying 
that, he ſeemed quite belide himfelf, and 


ſaid, if I don't meet with your ſon at the * * 


coffee-houſe myſelf, pray, when he comes in, 
tell him. I ſhall be highly obliged to him to 
call there; and then he went away, in as 


great a pet as ever you ſaw.” 
Cecilia liſtened to this account with the 


utmoſt terror and miſery; the ſuſpicions of 


Delvile would now be aggravated, and 
the meſſage he had left for Belfield, would 
by him be regarded as a defiance, Again, 
however, to the“ * coffee-houſe ſhe inſtantly 


ordered the coach, an immediate explana- 


tion from herſelf ſeeming the only poſſible 
chance for preventing the moſt horrible 


concluſion to this unfortunate and eventful 


evening. 
She was ſtill Fee by Mr. Sim- 
kins, and, but that ſhe attended to nothing 


he ſaid; would not inconſiderably have been 


| tormented by his converſation, She ſent 


him 


2 — — 1 


CEC: 4 


him immediately into the coffee-room, to 
enquire if either of the gentleman were then 
in the houſe. es NN 


. 


He returned to her with a waiter, who 
ſaid, © One of them, madam, called again 
juſt ngw, but he only ſtopt to write a note, 
which he left to be given to the gentleman 
who came with him at firſt. He is but this 


4 *F # 


4x 


moment gone, and I don't think he can be 


ar the bortgm' of the ſtrect .. 
Oh drive. then, gallop after him!“ 

ci e 
r files BAHIA To KEE 
% My horſes are tired,” ſaid the man, 

« they have been out all day, and they will 


gallop no further, if I don't ſtop and give 


5 
- 


7 — x k 


„ Cegilis,"os Jon bi, bf "hape aft TH 
Patience for this delay, forced apen the 
400% bertel and without ſaying another 
word; juno on ar he bees with th 
tention to run down the ſtreet; bur the 
coachman immediately ſeizing her, pro- 
reſted: ſhe ſhould, nor fir eil be was pa 
In the, utinoſt agony of, mind at an hin- 
drance by which ſhe imagined Delvile would 
be loſt to her perhaps for ever, ſhe put her 
hand in her pocket, in order to give up her 
purſe for her liberty but Mr. Simkins, who 
was makinga tireſome expoſtulation with the 
coachman, took it bine, and declaring 
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moment! — only let me run to the end 


7258 e E CI I. I A. 
he would not ſee” the lady cheated, began 


a tedious calculation of his fare. 
„O pay him any thing“ criedb ſhe, 
< and let us be gone an inſtant's delay 
4 70 Diode 
Mr. Simkins, too earneſt to conquer the 
coachman to attend to her diſtreſs, cònti- 
nued his prolix harangue concerning a diſ- 


- puted ſhilling; appealing to ſome gathering 


ctators upon the juſtice" of his cauſe; 
while his adverſary, who was far from ſo- 
ber, ſtill held Cecilia, ſaying the coach had 
been hired for the lady, and he would be 
e 45 et ot ar {gt 
Good God!” cried the agitated Ce- 
cha, — e give him my purſe at once!— 


give him every thing he deſires!“ - 


The coachman, at this permiſſion, en- 
creaſed ' his demands, and Mr. Simkins, 
taking the number of his coach, proteſted 
he would ſummons him to the Court of 
Conſcience the next morning. A gentle- 
man, who then came out of the coffee- 
houſe, offered to aſſiſt the lady, but the 


coachman, who ſtitt held her arm, ſwore 


he would have his right, 5 
Let me go! let me paſs!” cried ſhe, 

with encreaſing eagerneſs and emotion © de- 

tain me at your peril !—relteaſe me this 


of 


E BC: 14171. 


of the ſtreet, good Goof good Heaven ! ! 


detain me not for mercy !: | 

Mr. Simkins, | humbl Gelten bel not 
to be in haſte, began a Wonne apology for 
his conduct; but the inebrietyſ of che coach- 
mag, became evident; a mob was collect - 


ing; Cecilia, breathleſs with vehement 
and terror, was encircled, yet ſtrugglecd 


in vain to, break AWAY 3 and the ſtrang ger 
gentleman} proteſting, with ſundry c 
pliments, he would chimſelf take care of 
her; very freely ſeized her hand. 
This moment, for. the unhappy Cecilia, 
termed with calamity ; ſhe was, wholly 
overpowered ; terror for Delvile, horror for 
herſelf, hurry, confuſion, heat and fatigue, 
all aſſailing her at once, while all means of 


repelling them were denied her, the attack 
was too ſtrong for her fears, feelings, and 
faculties, and her reaſon ſuddenly, yet total- 


ly failing her, ſhe madly. called out, He 
will.be gone! he will He goa! and 4 muſt 
follow him to Nice!“ 3 Oer O60 
The gentleman now rearemeeda: bus Mr. 
Simkins, who was talking, to, the mob, did 
not hear her; and the coachman, too much 
intoxicated to perceive ' her riling ax < 
perſiſted 1n detaining her. fle 6 
I am going to France!“ cried the. Rill 
more wildly, & why do you flop met he 
O 4 will 
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will die if I do not ſee him, he, will bleed 


ee Ry 
The coachman, Fr unmoved, began to 
grow very abuſive; but the ſtranger, touch- 
ed by compaſſion, gave up his attempted 
gallantry, and Mr. Simkins, much aſtoniſn- 
was, however, in no condition, to liſten to 
him; with a ſtrength hitherto unknown to 
her, ſhe forcibly diſengaged herſelf from 
er perſecutors ; yet her ſenſes were-wholly 


rin 7 ü 4 \ i 
diſordered ; ſhe forgot her ſituation, her in- 


mm 


Ta. en 
- 2 CIS 


E 
2 
© 
, 

* 


4 
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tention, and herſelf; the lingle idea, of Del- 


9 


"vile's danger took fole poſſelion of her brain, 
though Ki connection, with its occaſion was 
Toft, and the moment ſhe was releaſed, ſhe 
fervently claſped her hands, exclaiming, © I 
will yer heal his wound, even at che he 
zard of my lite!” and ſpringing forward, 
Was molt inftancly out of light. ,,, ». 
Mf. Simkins now, much alarmed, and 
earneſtly calling after her, entered into a 
compromiſe with the coachman, that, he 
might attend her; but the length of his 
negociation defeated its purpoſe, and before 
he was at liberty to follow her, all trace 
was loſt by which he might have overtaken 
her. He ſtopt every paſſenger he met to 
make enquiries, but though they led him 
on fome way, they led him on in vain; and, 
after a uſcleſs and ill-managed purſuit, he 
. | went 
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went quietly to his own home, determining 


to acqaint Mrs. Belfield with, what Ht hap- 


pened the next morni 

Mean while the frantit Cecilia eſcaped 
both purſuit and inſult by the velocity of 
her own motion. She el aloud upon 
Delvile as ſhe flew to the end of the ie . 


No Delvile was there !—ſhe turned the 


corner; yet ſaw nothing of him; ſhe ſtill 
went on, though unknowing Shithes,. the 
diſtraction of her mind eyery inſtant-grow- 
ing greater, from the inflammation of fatigue, 
heat, and diſappointment. She was ſpoken 


to repeatedly; the was even caught once or 


twice by her riding habit; but ſhe forced 
herſelf. along by her own vehement rapidity, 
not hearing what was ſaid, not heeding 


what was thought. Delvile, bleeding by 


the arm of Belfield, was the image before 


her eyes, and took ſuch full poſſeſſon of 
her ſenſes, that ſtill, as ſhe ran,,on, ſhe 


fancied it in view. She ſcarce touched the 


ground; ſhe ſcarce felt her own motion; 
ſhe ſeemed as if endued with ſupernatural 
ſpeed, gliding from place to place, from 
ſtreet to ſtreet ; with no conſciouſneſs of any 
plan, and. following. no other direction than 
that of darting forward where-ever thete 
was moſt room, And turning back when dhe 
met with any obſtruction; till quite ſpent 
and exhauſted, ſhe abruptly ran into a qat 
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open ſhop, where, breathleſs and panting, 
ſhe ſunk. upon the floor, and, with a Jook 
diſconſolate and helpleſs, ſar for ſome time 


withont ſpeaking, 


The people « of the houſe, concluding. at 


firſt the was a woman of the town, were 


g 311-4 


going roughly to turn her out; but ſoon 
ſeeing thejr miſtake, by the evident diſtrac- 


tion of her air and anger they enquired of 
ſome idle peo 0 & who, late as it Wal 1 
followed her, 


was, or ge | 


929 => 7 


te of them knew w] 
came? 


cc © She's quit crazy "1a t man bete 
10 who qu a Ge 31 © We had 


better get rid of her before Thy: gfon's 1 mif- 


chievous.“ fs. 


bY Ii 
She's ſomebody Hook e put from. a pri. 


vate 55 ouſe, I-,da re lay,” ada an 
who had followed Ber . the Ko 95. and 


if you were to take care of her a little: while, 
ten to one but you'll get a reward for it, 


1553 


« She's a gentlewoman, ſure enough, 
ſuid the miſtreſs of the houſe, 2 becauſe the's 


got fuch good: things on.“ 0 
And then, under pretence of trying 


Or 


find ſome direction to her upon''a Itter, 


P 


F 
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or paper, the inſiſted upon ſearching her 
pockets: here, however, ſhe' Was difag- 
pointed in her expectations: her purſe was 
in the cuſtody of Mr. Simkins, but neither 
her terror = diſtreſs had ſayed her from 
the daring dexterity of villainy,” and her 
pockets, in the mob, had been rifled of what. 
cverelſe they contained. The woman there- 
fore heſitated ſome time whether to take 
charge of her or not: but being urged by 
the man Who made the pr opoſal, And Who 
ſaid they might dep Ende 
loon 3 as inge caped fem: her 
keepers, they ventured to undertake her. 
Mean while ſhe endeavoured! again to 
get out, calling aloud; upon Delvile' to 
reſcue her, but 1 wholly. eſe of ſenſe 
and recollection, ſhe could give no account 
who ſhe was, whence the came; or Whither 
ſhe withed to go. „ 
They then carried her up ſtalk; and at- 
tempted to make þ er lie down uport;a bed; 
but ſup 0 d g ſhe geben becauſe it Was not 
of ſtra deſiſted; and, taking awa) 
the candle, locked! the "dab, and all 9600 
to reſt. e 
In this miſcrable bonleton alone and 
raving, ſhe was left to paſs the night! 126 
the early part of it, ſhe called up on Del vil 
without intermiſſion, J beſeeching 15 to com 
to her defence in one moment, and dep! 
a TY 
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aper 
ing his Avathi the next; but afterwards, her 
Wengen being wholly exhauſted by theſe 


various exertions and fatigues, ſhe- threw 


herſelf upon the floor, and lay for ſome 
minutes quite ſtill. Her head then began 
to grow cooler, as the fever into which 
terror and immoderate exerciſe had thrown 
her abated, ane her b een its 
1 

This was, However only a elated: 
of horror to her: ſhe found herſelf ſhut up 
in a place of 'confinement, without light, 
without knowledge where ſhe Was, and not 
a human being near her! 

Yet the ſame returning reaſon which ena- 
bled her to take this view of her own ſitua- 
tion, brought alſo to her mind that in 
Which ſhe had left Delvile under all the 
perturbation of new-kindled jealouſy, juſt 

calling upon Belfield, —Belfield, tenacious 

- of his honour even more than himſelf, to 
ſatisfy doubts of which the very mention 
would be received as a challenge! 


„ Oh yet, oh yet,” cried ſhe, “ let n me 


fly and overtake them !—I may find them 
before morning, and to night it muſt ſurely 
have been too late for this work of death !” 

Sbe then aroſe to feel for the door, and 


ſuceceded; but it was locked, and no effort 
ſne could make enabled her to open it. 


Her agony was unſpeakable; ſhe called 
Out 


CECILEF& wy 


out with violence upon the people of che | 


houſe, conjured them to ſet her at liberty, 
offered any reward for their aſſiſtance, and 
threatened Gem ew a re de- 
tained. . | x. iid 4d 
Nobody, n came near hers: ſome 
on *. all the diſturbance 
ſhe could make, and others, though awak- 
ened by her cries, concluded them the rav- 
ings of a mad woman, and e not to 
what ſhe ſaid. 4 1 
Her head was by. no means in Sede 
to bear this 3 of diſtreſs; every pulſe 
was throbbing, every vein ſeemed. burſting, 
her reaſon, ſo lately returned, could not bear 
the repetition of ſuch a ſhock, and from ſup- 
plicating for help with all the energy of feel- 
ing and underſtanding, ſhe ſoon continued 
the cry from mere vehemence of diſtrac- 
tion, L199 
Thus dreadfully. paſſed the nicks; and 
in the morning, when the woman ot the 
Hoyle came to ſee after her, ſhe found 'her 
raving with ſoch frenzy, and deſperation, 
that her conſcience was perfectly at eaſe in 
the treatment ſhe had given her, being now 


firmly nene ſhe required the e 
e,, 4454 


She ſtill, however, tried to get away.; 
talked of Delvile without ceſſation, , ſaid 


ſhe ſhould'be too late to ſerve him, told the 
woman 
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woman ſhe deſired but to prevent murder, 
and repeatedly called out, Oh beloved of 
my heart! wait but a moment, and J will 
ſnatch thee from deſtruction !?: 7 

Mrs. Wyers, this woman, now ſought ne no 
longer to draw from her whence the came, 

or who ſhe. was, but heard her frantic ex- 
clamations without any emotion, content- 
edly concluding that her madneſs w s incur- 
able; and though ſhe was in a high fevkr, 
refuſed all ſuſtenance, and had every ſymp- 
tom of an wing and dangerous malady, 


The was fully perſuaded that her caſe was 
that of decided inſanity, and had 'not any 
notion of temporary or accidental alienation 


of reaſon. . 
All ſhe could think of by way. « of indul. 


gence to her, was to bring. her a quantity 
of ſtraw, having, heard that mad people 
were fond of it; and putting it in a heap in 


one corner of the room, ſhe expected to ſee 
her eagerly i, 57 


Cecllia, however, diſtracted as ſhe was, 
was eager for nothing but to eſcape, which 
was conſtantly her atm, alike when violent 
or when quiet, Ars. Wyers, finding this, 
kept her cloſely confined, and the door al- 
ways locked, whether abſent or preſent. 
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ince 275 called out 18 kk 11 a 
breath, * Where is he? which w: ay is tie 
gone: = and implored the ,woman by the 
moſt pathetic, remonſtrances, to fave” her 


unhappy Delvite, dearey to ber than h ife, more 


precious than peace or reſt / 

At other times ſhe talked bf her mar- 
Triage, of the diſpleaſure of his family, and 
of her own remorſe ; entreated che woman 
not to betray A, and promiſed to fend 
the remnant of her days in the heayinels « of 
ſorrow and contrition. | n 

Again her fancy roved, and Mr . 
ton took ſole oſſeſſion of it. She 
proached him for his perfidy, ſhe bewkiled 
that he was maffacred, ſhe would not a mo- 
ment out-live him, and wildly declared her 
laſt remains ſhould moulder in his hearſe! 2 

us, 


* « * — 


een 


22 — * 
— — — 9 ro. 
> — 


. « = i — 2 4 dy 4 - 
8 n \ 5 — * 7 0 Y q 
— — 4 n — — * 4 enn > PP OT — 8 2 
— — — 2 * og a — 0 
CO - 4 257 8 — 1 1 pl * >: * * 

. 2 4 S- rn — 4 — ne 5 2 — 4 — 

» - #4 # 7 - 2s ky 8 

> -_ 


— — = - — al 

. . * nee * * . 4 
W 

. e * - 8 * 7 

l FEES — ad * As SL ” * . 's wk Kg 4 1 

Ogre. «ie 4 add . ks — . 
4 T . 5 * dy 
4 2 « > an 


a "EF . — 


—— NT INE INIT 
* 44 In 
__— 


5 1 — RS 
a 4 * . 2 


25 — —— — — — 
4 nn — kw by 
— 0 — — .- <I> 2 + 
pa K . "Sw h 
\ aa 4 % 5 
* 4 9 — oy 5 


<P. * nd 52 
” D n * 4 "I oh K 60 
x Fs 1 Z —— % Hngrere: 5 


ras AAJE CI LIMA, 


thus, though naturally and commonly of a 
ſilent and quiet diſpoſition, ſhe was now 
not a moment ſtill, for the irregular ftarts 
of a terrified and diſordered Imagination, 
were changed into the conſtant” nn; 
of morbid delirium. 
The woman, growing vnenſy from her 
uncertainty of pay for her trouble, aſked 
the advice of ſome of her friends what was 
proper for her to do; and they counſelled 
her to put an advertiſement i into the 2 
herſelf the next morning. 
+ The following, therefore, was draun up 
and ſent to the Prager of the _ Ad- 
FF: z vertiſer, 1 
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A (MADNESS. 

Whereas a crazy young lady, tall, fair 
complexioned, with blue eyes and light 
hair, ran into the Three Blue Balls, in —— 
ſtreet; 'on Thurſday night, the 2d inſtant, 
and has 11 m_ there lince out of 1 
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NIE She has been: treated with 
the ntmolt care and tenderneſs. She talks 
much of ſome perſon by the name of Da- 
vile. 


N. B, She had no money about her. x 
May, _—} 
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This had but juſt: been ſent off, when 
Mr. Wyers, the man of the houſe, coming 


up ſtairs, ſaid, “ Now we ſhall have two 
of then, for here's the crazy old pentle- 


man below, that ſays he has juſt heard 1 


the neighbourhood of what 5 happened 
to us, and he deſires to ſee the poor lady, 

£- It's as well let him come up, chen 
anſwered Mrs. Wyers, „for he goes to 
all ſort of places and people, and ten to 
one but he'll buſtle mare till be finds out 
who the iss. 5b j 
Nr. Myers then went done ſtairs to 
ſend him up. 
_ He came inſtantly, It was Ae ede 
in his vagrant rambles, having heard an 
unknown mad lady was at this pawn-bro- 
ker's, came, with his cuſtomary eagerneſs to 
viſit and ſerve the unhappy, to Tn er 
could be done for hger 
When he entered the room, ig was ſit⸗ 
ting upon the bed, her eyes earneſtly fixed 
upon the window, from which ſhe was pri- 
vately indulging a wiſh to make her eſcape. 
Her dreſs. was in much diſorder, her fine 
hair was diſhevelled, and the feathers of 
her riding hat were broken and half falling 


down, ſome ſhading her face, others reach- 


ing to her ſhoulder. 


« Poor lady!“ cried Albany, pda 
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1 her, how long has the Wen. in nN 
N 0 
be 8 at the Gund of a new voice, 
the looked round, —but what was the aſ- 
toniſhment gf Albany to ſee who it wag l— 
He ſtept back, — he came forward, —he 
doubted. his own ſenſes, —he looked , at her 
earneſtly, —he turned from her to look at 
the woman of the be ren his eyes 
round the room itſelf, wat then, lifting up 
| his hands, « O light of woe!“ be cried, 
« the generous, 284 good the kind reliever 
of, diſtreſs the. benign ſuſtainer of en 
i8 This Cecilia!“ Wa 
Cecilia, imperfectly recollecting, though 
not underſtanding him, ſunk down at tvs 
feet, tremblingly called out, „Oh, if he is 
yet to be ſaved, if already he is not mur- 
dered,—go to him! fly after him! you will 
preſently overtake him, he is only in the 
next ſtreet, I left him there m ſelf, his 
ſword drawn, and covered wit human 
blood ! > POST TART a YFOe 7 We OY 6 TOO 
« Sweet powers of kindneſs. ad? com- 
paſſion !? cried the old, man, look. upon 
this creature with pity | | ſhe who raiſed, the 
depreſſed, ſhe who cheared the unhappy | 
ſhe whoſe liberal hand turned lamentations 
into joy! who never with a tearleſs eye 
could hear the voice of ſorrow !—1s This 


the herſelf !—-can Tis be Cecilia!“ 
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„O do not wait to talk!“ cried ſhe, 
* 20 to him now, or you will never ſee him 


more ! the hand of dearh is on him, —cold, 
clay-cold is its touch]! he is breathing his 


 laſt= Oh murdered Delvile! maſſacred huſ- 


band of my heart! groan not ſo piteoul 

iy to him, and weep over him '—fly to 
bia and pluck the poniard from his woun- 
ded boſom !“ 

Oh ſounds of anguiſh. and horror! ” 
cried the melted moraliſt; tears running quick 
down his rugged cheeks ;, © melancholy in- 
deed is this fight, humiliating to morality ! 


ſuch i Is human ſtrength; ſuch human felici- 


—weak as our virtues, 27 90 as our 


ty! 


guilty natures ! 


Ah,“ cried ſhe,” more wildly, ee no one 


Will ſave me now! 1 am married, and no 


one will liſten to me! ill were the auſpices 


under which I gave my hand! Oh it was 


a work of darkneſs, unacceptable and of- 
fenſive! it has been ſealed, therefore, with 
blood, and to- morrow It will be ſigned with 
murder! “ 

6 Poor diſtracted creature!” exclaimed he, 
te thy pangs I have felt, but thy innocence 
I have forteited |—my own wounds bleed 
afreſh, —— my own brain threatens new 
frenzy.” — 

Then, ſtarting up, Good woman,” he . 
added, attend her,. —I will ſeek 

out 


red 6A. 


4 out her friends, put her into bed, comſort, 1 
4 ſooth, compoſe her. J will come to you * 
again, and as ſoon as I . * 
= He then hurried away. | * 
= 7 Oh hour of 305 * a. 60 he * 
4 is gone. to reſcue, him! oh bliſsful oment ! "_ 
4 he will yet be ſnatched from ſlaughter !” _ 
A The woman loſt not an inſta. 5 in obey- ſta 
4 ing the orders ſhe had receive 17 "ſhe was th 
I put into bed, and nothing was neglected, be 
3 . as, far as ſhe; had power and, thought, to 
# give a look of decency ang Ffsgeign o her til 
5 accommodations. wl 
1 He had not left them an hour, Wen Mary * 
= the maid who bad attended her from Sut⸗ ü 
5 folk, came to enquire for her lady. Albany, ſhe 
Who was now wandering over the town in Bu 
ſearch of ſome. of her friends, and who en- fon 
: tered every houſe, where he imagined. the M. 


was known, had haſtened to that of Mrs. * 
Hill the firſt of any, as he was well ac- P | 


fe 


quainted with her obligations to Cecilia; 2 
there, Mary herſelf, by the directions which b 
her lady had given Mrs. Belfield, had gone; Wh 
and there, in the utmoſt we Nags and has 


uneaſineſs, had continued til! Albany 


mo 

brought news of her. | {tre 
She was ſurpriſed ,and afflicted bey ond tha 
meaſure, not only at the ſtate of her rz * 
and her health, but to find her in a bed 1 


and an appartment fo unſuitable to her 
rank 


* 
46 * 
* 
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rank of life, and ſo different to what ſhe . 
had ever been accuſtomed. She wept, bit- 
terly while” ſhe enquired” at the bed-ſie 
how Ys lady did, but wept ſtill more, when, 
without anſwering, or ſceming to know + 
her, Cecilia ſtarted up, and called out, © I 


mui be removed this moment! I muſt 


to St. James's - ſquare, —if I ſtay an in- 
ſtant longer, the paſſing- bell will toll, and 
then how ſhall I be 1 in time tor the fune- 
ral ? 25 aY | 

Ny. Martiibd a amazed, turned haſ- 

tily from her to the woman of the houſe, 
who calmly ſaid, the lady was only in a ra- 
ving fit, and muſt not be minded. | 

Extremely frightened at this intelligence, 
ſhe entreated her to be quiet and lie ſtill. 
But Cecilia grew ſuddenly ſo violent, that 
force only could keep her from riſing ; and 
Mary, unuſed to diſpute her commands, 
prepared to obey them. 

Mrs. Wyers now. in her turn oppoſed in 
vain z Cecilia was peremptory, and Mary 
became implicit, and, though not without 
much difficulty, ſhe was again dreſſtd in 
her riding habit. This operation over, ſne 
moved towards the door, the temporary 
ſtrength of delirium giving her a hardineſs 
that combated fever, illneſs, fatigue, and 


feebleneſs. Mary, however averſe and 


n aſſiſted her, and Mrs. Wyers, 
compelled 
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compelled by the obedience of her own 
ſervant, went e them to order a chair. 
Cecilia, However, felt her weakneſs when 
ſne attempted to move down. ſtairs ;,, her 
feet tottered, and her head. became, dizzy ; 
ſhe leaned it againſt Mary, who called a- 


loud for more help, and made her ſit down 


till it came. Her reſolution, however, was 


not to be altered; A ſtubboruyeſs,, wholly 
acter, now; made 


her ſtern and poſitive; and NMary, Who 


foreign to her genuine char 


thought her ſubmiſſion indiſpenſable, cried, 
but did not offer to oppoſe her. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wyers both came up b. to 
aſſiſt in ſupporting her, and Mr. Wyers 


offered to carry her in his arms; but 
ſhe would not conſent; when ſhe came to 
the bottom of the ſta 'rs, her head grew 
worſe, ſhe again lent it upon Mary, but 
Mr. Wyers was obl: iged to hold them both. 
She ſtill, however, was firm in her deter- 
mination, and Was making another effort 


to. proceed, when Delvile ruſhed baſily 


into the ſhop. _ 

He had Guſt encountered. Albany; 3 who, 
knowing his acquaintance, though ignorant 
of his marriage with Cecilia, had informed 
him where to ſeek her. 4 

He was going to make enquiry if he was 
come to the right houſe, when he perceived 
her, — - feeble, ſhaking, leaning upon 


ONC 
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one perſon, and half carried by another! 


he ſtarted back, ſtag gered, g gaſped! for 
breath bur finding they were «proceed- 
ing, advanced With tfepfen, | Wooſly 
calling Hüte ce old !' ſtop! what 58 it 
= are doing? Monſtets of vage barba- | 
are you murdering my wife?“ 2 

'T he well Known 'vorce 0 Poger rde 
tke ears of Cecilia, than inſtankly recollett- 
ing it, iſhe"Tereamed; and. in Tuddenly en“ 
deavouring to ſpring forward, fell to che 


ground. 


Delvile had vehemently Adyüßted to 
catch her in his arms and ſave her fall, 
which her unexpected quickneſs had pre- 
vented her attendants from doing ; but the 
ſight of her changed complection, and the 
wildneſs of her eyes and air; again made 
him ſtart, his blood froze throught his 
veins, and he frood looking at her, cold and 
almoſt petrified. wk 

Her own tesbnaction of him ſeemed loſt 
already; and exhauſted by the fatigue ſhe 
had gone through in dreſſing and coming 
down "ſtairs, ſhe remained fur and qu! iet, 
forgetting her deſign of proceeding, and 
forming no new one for returning. 

Mary, to whom, as to all her fellow ſer- 
vants, the marriage of Cecilia had been 
known, before ie left the country, 'now 

delſired 
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deſired. "004 Devils dtegtens what was 
to he done. 5812 

Delvile, ſtarting ſuddenly . 2 call 
from the deepeſt 4 — into the moſt deſ- 
perate rage, fiercely exclaimed, «© Inhuman 
wretches 1. unfeeling, execrable wretches, 
what is it you, have done to her? how 
came. ſhe. hither ?— who. bro aght her? 
who. dragged her! ö -by what $71 loecebi 
uſage has ſhe been ſunk into this ſtate? 
Y & Indeed, fir, 1 don't Know!“ cried 
Mary. 

« J aſſure vou, fir,” ſaid Mrs. Wyers, 
« the lady —— 


Peace! cried he, forieully, « 1 Will. 


not hear your falſhoods Perce, and be- 
gone 15. | 

Then, cating himſelf upon the ground 
by her ſide, Oh my Cecilia,“ he cried, 
« where haſt thou been thus long? how 
have I loſt thee ? what dreadful. calamity 
has befallen thee ?—anſwer me, my love! 
raiſe your ſweet head and anſwer me! 
oh ſpeak ! — ſay to me any thing; the 


bittereſt words will be mercy, to this ſi- 


lence ?” 
Cecilia then, ſuddenly looking up, eal- 
led out with great quickneſs, © Who are 
youd” .. 
„Who am I!” cried he, amazed and 
affrighted. : 
C6 


CE! C1: LIAAS - 
< T ſhould be glad you would go away,” 


_ cried ſhe, in a hurrying manner, * for you 


are quite unknown to me.” 

Delvile, unconſcious of her inſanity, 
and attributing to reſentment this aver- 
ſion and repulſe, haſtily moved from her, 
mournfully anſwering, © Well indeed may 
you diſclaim me, refuſe all forgiveneſs, 
load me with hatred and reproach, and 
conſign me to eternal anguiſh! I have me- 
rited ſeverer puniſhment Kill ; I have be- 
haved like a monſter, and I am abhorrent 
to myſelf !?? | 

Cecilia now, half riſing, and regarding 
him with mingled terror and anger, eager- 
ly exclaimed, © If you do not mean to 


mangle and deſtroy me, begone this in- 


ſtant.“ 

% To mangle you!“ repeated Delvile, 
huddering, ©* how horrible !—but I de- 
ſerve it !—look not, however, ſo terrified, 
and J will tear myſelf away from you. Suf- 
fer me but to aſſiſt in removing you from 
this place, and I will only watch you at a 
diſtance, and never ſee you more till you 


permit me to approach you.“ 


Why, why,” cried Cecilia, with a 
look of perplexity and impatience, “ will 
you not tell me your name, and where you 
come from?“ 
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Do you not know me?” ſaid he, 
ſtruck with new horror; © or do you on- 


ly mean to kill me by the e Sh 2” 


„Do you bring me any mellage from 
Mr. Monckton?“ 

From Mr. Monckton no; but he 
lives and will recover. 

I thought you had been Mr. Monck- 
ton yourſelf. 5 

Too cruel, yet juſtly cruel e * 
is then Delvile utterly renounced ? — the 


guilty, 90 unhappy Delvile !—is he caſt off 


for ever? have you driven him wholly from 
your heart ? do you deny him even a Place 


in your remembrance ?” 
ls your name, then, Delvile ; *s 


O what is it you mean | is it me or my 
name you thus difown ?” 


«Tis a name,” cried ſhe, ſitting up, I 


well remember to have heard, and once I 
loved it, and three times I called upon 1t 
in the dead of night, And when I was 
cold and wretched, I cheriſhed it; and 
when I was abandoned and left alone, I 
repeated it and ſung to it.“ 

« All-gracious powers !!“ cried Delvile, 
« her reaſon is utterly gone !” And, haſti- 
ly riſing, he deſperately added, what is 
death to this blow]? Cecilia, I am content 


to part with thee !“ 


Mary 


CECFL 1 229 
Mary now, and Mrs. Wyers, poured 
vpon him eagerly an account of her illneſs, 


and infanity, her deſire of removal, and their 


inability to control her. 


Delvile, however, made no aber he 
ſcarce heard them: the deepeſt deſpair 


took poſſeſſion of his mind, and, root- 
ed to the ſpot where he ſtood, he contem- 


plated in dreadful ſtillneſs the fallen and 


altered object of his beſt hopes and affec- 


tions; already in her faded ' cheeks and 
weakened frame, his agonizing' terror read 
the quick impending deſtruction of all his 
earthly happineſs! the ſight was too much 


for his fortitude, and almoſt for his under- 
ſtanding; and When his woe became utter- 
able, he wrung his hands, and groaning a- 
loud; called out, Arr thou gone ſo ſoon! 
my wife! my Cecilia! have J loſt thee 
already?“ 

Cecilia, with utter © inſen6bility to what 
was palling, now ſuddenly, and with a ra- 

id yet continued motion, turned her head 
from {ide to ſide, her eyes wildly Slaring, 
yet apparently regarding nothing. 

« Dreadful! dreadful l' exclaimed Del- 
vile, © what a ſight is this!“ and turning 
from her to the people of the houſe, he 
angrily ſaid, why is ſhe here upon the 


floor ? could you not even allow her a bed? 
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Why has nobody ſent. for help? Don't. 


three — bring all you can find! 
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anſwer me. — I will not hear you, fly this 
moment for a phyſician, bring two, bring 
j”2 7 
Then, ſtil] looking from Cecilia, whoſe 
fight he could no longer ſupport, he con- 
ſalted with Mary whither ſhe ſhould be 


conveyed : and, as the night was far ad- 


vanced, and no place was prepared for- 


her elſewhere, they ſoon agreed that ſhe 
could only be removed up ſtairs. 


Delvile now attempted to carry her in- 


his arms; but trembling and unſteady, he 
had not ſtrength to ſuſtain her; yet not 
enduring to behold the helpleſſneſs he could 
not aſſiſt, he conjured them to be careful 
and gentle, and, committing her to their 
truſt, ran out himſelf for a phyſician. 

Cecilia reſiſted them with her utmoſt 
power, 1mploring them not to bury her 
alive, and averring ſhe had received intel- 
ligence they meant to entomb her with Mr. 
Monckton. 

They put her, however, to bed, but her 
raving grew till more wild and inceſſant. 

Delvile ſoon returned with a phylician, 
but had not courage to attend him to her 


room. He waited for him at the foot of 


the n, OR, haſtily ROPDIPE, him, 
«© Well, 


EE CTILT MW 


40 Well, fir,” he cried, « js it not all over? 


is It not impoſſible ſhe can live ?” 

She is very ill, indeed, fir,” he an- 
ſwered, © but I have given directions which 
perhaps 78 

* Perhaps ] interrupted Delvile, ſhud- 
dering; “ do not ftab me with ſuch a 
word!“ | 

« She is very delirious,” he continued, 
but as her fever is very high, that is not 
ſo material. If the orders I have given 
take effect, and the fever is got under, all 
the reſt will be well of courſe.“ 

He then went away; leaving Delvile as 
much thunderſtruck by anſwers ſo alarm- 
ing, as if he had conſulted him in full 
hope, and without even ſuſpicion of her 
danger. 

The moment he recovered from this 
ſhock, he flew out of the houſe for more 
advice. 

He returned and brought with him two 
phyſicians. 

They confirmed the directions already 
given, but would pronounce nothing de- 
cilively of her ſituation. 

Delvile, half mad with the acuteneſs of 
his miſery, charged them all with want 
of ſkill, and wrote inſtantly into the coun- 
try for Dr. Lyſter, 
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He went out himſelf in ſearch of a 
meſſenger to ride off expreſs, though it 
was midnight, with his letter; and then, 
returning, he was haſtening to her room, 
bat, while yet at the door, hearing her 
Rill raving, his horror conquered his 
eagerneſs, and, hurrying down ſtairs, he 
ſpent the remnant of the long and ſeemingly 
endleſs night in the 1 4 
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E A N-W HII E Cecilia went thee” 


very ſevere diſcipline, ſometimes 
ſtrongly oppoſing it, at other times ſcarce 


ſenfible what was done to her. 


The whole of the next day paſſed in 
much the ſame manner, neither did the 
next night bring any vilible alteration. She 
had now nurſes and attendants even more 
than ſufficient, for Delvile had no relief but 
from calling in more help. His terror of 
again ſeeing her encreaſed with his forbear- 
ance, the interview which had already paſt 
had almoſt torn him aſunder, and loſing 
all courage for attempting to enter her 
room, he now ſpent almoſt all his time 
upon the ſtairs which led to it. Whenever 
ſhe was ſtill, he leated himſeit at her cham- 
ber door, where, if he could hear her 
breathe or move, a ſudden hope of her re- 
covery gave to him a momentary extaſy 
that recompenſed all his ſufferings. But 
the inſtant ſhe ſpoke, unable to bear the 
ſound of ſo loved a voice uttering nothing 

EZ 4 but 
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but the incoherent ravings of lightheaded- 
neſs, he haſtened down ſtairs, and flying 
out of the houſe, walked in the neighbour— 
ing ſtreets, till he could again gather cou- 
rage to enquire or to liſten how ſhe went 
ON. 

The following morning, however, Dr. 
Lyſter came, and every hope revived, He 
flew to embrace him, told him inſtantly 
his marriage with Cecilia, and beſought 
him by ſome ſuperior effort of his extraor- 
dinary abilities to ſave him the diſtraction 
of her loſs. 

«© My good friend,” cried the worthy 
Doctor, © what is this you aſk of me? and 
how can this poor young lady herſelf want 

dvice more than you do? Do you think 
tele able phyſicians actually upon the ſpot, 
with all the experience of full practice in 
London to aſſiſt their ſkill, want a petty 
Doctor out of the country to come and 
teach them what is right?“ = 

« have more reliance upon you,” cried 
Delvile, © than upon the whole faculty ; 
come, therefore, and preſcribe for her, — 
take ſome new courſe“ — | 

« Impoſſible, my good Sir, impoſſible 
I muſt not loſe my wits from vanity, be- 
cauſe you have loſt yours from affliction. I 
could not refuſe to come to you when you 


wrote to me with ſuch urgency, and I will 
now 
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now go and ſee the young lady, as a friend, 
with all my heart. I am ſorry for you at 
my ſoul, Mr. Mortimer ! She is a lovely 
young creature, and has an underſtanding, 
for her years and ſex, unequalled.” 
Never mention her to me!“ cried the 
impatient Delvile, © I cannot bear it! Go 
up to her, dear Doctor, and if you want a 
conſultation, ſend, if you * for every 


phyſician in town.” 


Dr. Lyſter gelired only that thoſe who 
had already attended might be ſummoned; 
and then, giving up to his entreaties the 
accuſtomed ceremonial of waiting for them, 
he went to Cecilia. 

Delvile did not dare accompany him ; 


and ſo well was he acquainted with his 


plainneſs and ſincerity, that though he ex- 
pected his return with eagerneſs, he no 
ſooner heard him upon the ſtairs, than fear- 
ing to know his opinion, he haſtily ſnatch- 
ed. up his hat, and ruſhed vehemently out 
of the houſe to avoid him. | 

He continued to walk about the ſtreets, 
till even the dread of ill news was leſs hor- 
rible to him than this voluntary ſuſpenſe, 
and then he returned to the houſe. 

He found Dr. Lyſter in a ſmall back 
parlour, which Mrs. Wyers, finding ſhe 
ſhould now be well paid, had appropriated 
tor Delvile's uſe, 
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Delvile, putting his hand upon the Doc- 
tor's ſhoulder, ui ce Well, my dear Doctor 
Lyfter, you, ſtill, I hope“ ?- 

I would I could make yon eaſy!” in- 
terrupted the Doctor; © yet, if you are ra- 
tional, one comfort, at all events, I can give 
you; the criſis ſeems approaching, and 
either ſhe will recover, or before to-morrow 
morning”——— _ 5 

% Don't go on, Sir!“ cried Delvile, 
with mingled rage and horror, I will not 
have her days limited! ] ſent not for you to 
owe me ſuch an account k! 
And again he flew out of the houſe, 
leaving Dr. Lyſter unaffectedly concerned 
for him, and too kind-hearted and too wiſe 
to be offended at the injuſtice of immode- 
/%%%%½gꝓ 

In a few minutes, however, from the ef- 
fect rather of deſpair than philoſophy, Del- 
vile grew more compoſed, and waited upon 
Dr. Lyſter to apologize for his behaviour. 
He received his hearty forgiveneſs, and 
prevailed upon him to continue in town till 

the whole was decided. * 
About noon, Cecilia, from the wildeſt 
rambling and moſt perpetual agitation, ſunk 
ſuddenly into a ſtate of ſuch utter inſenſibi- 
lity, that ſhe appeared unconſcious even of 
her exiſtence; and but that ſhe breathed, ſhe 
might already have paſſed for being dead. 
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When Delvile heard this, he could no 
longer endure even his poſt upon the ſtairs; 
he ſpent his whole time in wandering about 
the ſtreets, or ſtopping 1 in Dr. Lyſter s par- 
lour to enquire if all was over. 

That humane phyſician, not more alarm- 
ed at the danger of Cecilia, than grieved at 
the ſituation of Delvile, thought the preſent 
tearjul, criſis at leaſt offered an opportunity 
of reconciling him, with his father. He 
waited, therefore, upon that gentleman in 
St. James? s-{quare, and opeply. informed 
him of the dangerous Rate of Oils, and 
the miſery of his lon. 1 

Mr. Delvile, though he would gladly, to 
have annulled an alliance, he held diſgrace- 
ful to his family, have received intelligence 
that Cecilia was no more, was yet extremely 
diſconcerted to hear of ſufferings to which 
his own refuſal of an aſylum he was conſci- 


ous had largely contributed; and after a 


haughry ſtruggle between tenderneſs and 
wrath, he begged the advice of Dr. Lyſter 
how his fon might be drawn from ſuch a 
cen.” 

Dr. Lyſter, who well knew Delvile was 
too deſperate to be tractable, propoſed ſur- 
priſing him into an interview by. their re- 
turning together: Mr. Delvile, however 
apprehenſive and relenting, conceded maſt 
unwillingly to a meaſure che held beneat 
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him, and, when he came to the ſhop, could 


ſcarce be perſuaded to enter it. Mortimer, 


at that time, was taking a ſolitary ramble; 
and Dr. Lyſter, to complete the work he 
had begun of ſubduing the hard pride of 
his father, contrived, under pretence of 
waiting for him, to conduct him to the 
room of the invalide. by. 

Mr. Delvile, who knew not whither he 
was going, at firſt fight of the bed and the 
attendants, was haſtily retreating ; but the 
changed and livid face of Cecilia caught his 
eye, and, ſtruck with ſudden conſternation, 
he involuntarily ſtopt. 

«© Look at the poor young lady!“ cried 
Dr. Lyſter; © can you wonder a fight fuch 
as this ſhould make Mr. Mortimer forget 
every thing elſe ?” 

She was wholly inſenſible, but perfectly 
quiet; ſhe ſeemed to diftinguiſh nothing, 
and neither ſpoke nor moved. 

Mr. Delvile regarded her with the utmoſt 
horror: the refuge he ſo implacably refuſed 
her on the night when her intellects were 
diſordered, he would now gladly have of- 
fered at the expence of almoſt ſimilar ſuf- 
ferings, to have relieved himſelf from thoſe 
riſing pangs which called him author of 
this ſcene of woe. His pride, his pomp, 
his ancient name, were now ſunk in his eſ- 


timation ; and while he conſidered himſelf. 
the 


CECTHE FR 
| the deſtroyer of this unhappy young crea- 
| ture, he would have ſacrificed them all to 


have called himſelf her protector. Little is 
the boaſt of inſolence when it is analyſed by 


J the conſcience! bitter is the agony of ſelf- 
f reproach, where miſery follows hardneſs of 
; heart! yet, when the firſt painful aftoniſh- 
ment from her ſituation abated, the remorſe 
> ſhe excited being far ſtronger than the pity, 
: he gave an angry glance at Dr. Lyſter for 
> betraying him into ſuch a fight, and haſtily 
8 left the room. 
: Delvile, who was now impatiently wait- 
ing to ſee Dr. Lyſter in the little parlour, 
1 alarmed at the ſound of a new ſtep upon the 
1 ſtairs, came out to enquire who had been 
t admitted. When he ſaw his father, he 
ſhrunk back; but Mr. Delvile, no longer 
y ſupported by pride, and unable to recover 
: from the ſhock he had juſt received, caught 
him in his arms, and ſaid “ Oh come home 
ſt to me, my ſon! this is a place to deſtroy 
d you!“ 
* « Ah, Sir,” cried Delvile, “think not 
f- of me now !—you muſt ſhew me no kind- 
f- neſs; Iam not in a ſtate to bear it!“ And, 
ſe forcibly breaking from him, he hurried out 
of cf the houſe. | 
b, Mr. Delvile, all the father awakened in 
= his boſom, ſaw his departure with more 
If dread than anger; and returned himſelf to 


le — 
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St. James's-{quare, tortured with parental 
fears, and ſtung by perſonal remorſe, la- 
menting his own inflexibility, and purſued 
by the pale image of Cecilia, 

She was ſtill in this unconſcious ſtate, and 
apparently as free from ſuffering as from 
enjoyment, when a new voice was ſuddenly 
heard without, exclaiming, Oh where is 
ſhe? where is he? where is my dear Miſs. 
Beverley? and Henrietta Belficld ran wild- 
ly into the room. 

The / advertiſement in the news-papers 
had at once brought her to town, and direct- 
ed herto the houſe : the mention that the 
loſt lady talked much of a perſon by the name of 
Delvile, ſtruck her inſtantly to mean Cecilia; 
the deſcription correſponded with this idea, 
and the account of the *dreſs confirmed it: 
Mr. Arnott, equally terrified with herſelf, 
had therefore lent her his chaiſe to learn the 
truth of this conjecture, and ſhe had tra- 
velled all night. 

Flying up to the bedfide, «Who is this?” 
ſhe cried, © this is not Mifs Beverley?“ and 
then ſcreaming with unreſtrained horror, 
„ Oh mercy ! © mercy !” ſhe called out, 
„ yes, it is indeed! and nobody would 
know her !— her own. mother would not 


think her her child!“ \ 
« You muſt come away, Miſs Belfield,” 


ſaid Mary, „you muſt indeed, — the doc- 


tors all ſay my lady muſt not be diſturbed.” 
% Who 
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* Who ſhall take me away?“ cried ſhe, 
angrily, „nobody Mary! not all the doc- 
tors in the world! Oh ſweet, Miſs Be- 
verly! I will lie down by your ſide, —I will 
never quit you while you live, - and I wiſh, 
T wiſh] could die to ſave your precious life!“ 
Then, leaning over her, and wringing 
her hands, Oh I ſhall break my heart,” 
ſhe cried, * to ſee her in this condition! Is 
this the ſo. happy Miſs Beverley, that I 
thought every body born to give joy to? 
the Miſs Beverley that ſeemed queen of the 
whole world! yet ſo good and ſo gentle, ſo 
kind to the meaneſt perſon,! excuſing every 
body's faults but her own, and telling them 
how they might mend, and trying to make 
them as good as herſelf Oh who would 
know her! who would know her! what 
have they done to you, my beloved Miſs 
Beverley ? how have they altered and disfi- 
gured you in this wicked and barbarous 
manner?“ 6 ball 

In the midſt of this ſimple yet pathetic 
teſtimony, to the worth and various excel- 
lencies of Cecilia, Dr. Lyſter came into the 
room. The women all flocked around him, 
except Mary, to vindicate themſelves from 
any ſhare in permitting this new comer's 
entrance and behaviour; but Mary only 
told him who ſhe was, and ſaid, that if her 
lady was well enough to know her, there 

was 
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was nobody ſhe was certain ſhe would have 
been ſo glad to ſee. 

© Young lady,” faid the doctor, I 
would advife you to walk into another room 
till you are a little more compoſed. 

W Every body, I find, is for hurrying 

me away; 50 the ſobbing Henrietta, 
whoſe honeſt heart ſwelled with its own af- 
fectionate integrity; © but they might all | | 
ſave themſelves the trouble, for go 1 will | | 
not!“ 
pu very wrong,” ſaid the doctor, 
* and muſt not be ſuffered : do you call it 
friendſhip to come about a ſick perſon in 
this manner?“ 
Oh my Miſs Beverley!“ cried Henri- 
etta, “ do you hear how they all upbraid 
me ? how they all want to force me away 
from you, and to hinder me even from look- 
ing at you | Speak for me, ſweet lady! 


ns ad +> te © 5» > a 


ſpeak for me yourſelf! tell them the poor h 
* will not do you any harm; tell 10 
them ſhe only wiſhes juſt to fir by you, and tl 
to ſee you! I will hold by this dear 0. 
hand,. —! will cling to it till the laſt minute; al 
and you will not, I know you will not, give ſt 
orders to have it taken away from me!” 0¹ 
Dr. Lyſter, though his own good na» tr 
ture was much affected by this fond for- k. 
row, now half angrily repreſented to her iy 
the impropriety of indulging it: but Hen- ſu 


3 rietta, 


rietta, unuſed to diſguife or repreſs her 
feelings, grew only the more violent, the 
more ſhe was convinced of Cecilia's danger : 
* Oh look but at her,” ſhe exclaimed; 
« and take me from her if you can! ſee 
how her ſweet eyes are fixed look but 
what a change in her complexion !—She 
does not ſee me, ſhe does not know me,— 
the does not hear me | her hand ſeems quite 
lifeleſs already, her face is all fallen away! 
— Oh that I had died twenty deaths before 
I had lived to ſee this fight - poor wretch- 
ed Henrietta, thou haſt now no friend left 
in the world! thou mayſt go and he down 
in ſome corner, and no one will come and 
lay to thee a word of comfort!“ 

* This muſt not be!” ſaid Dr. Lyſter, 

* you mult take her away.” 

*© You ſhall not!” cried ſhe, deſperatelys 
Iwill ſtay with her till ſhe has breathed 
her laſt, and I will ftay with her ſtill 
longer! and if ſhe was to ſpeak to you at 
this moment, ſhe would tell you that ſhe 
choſe it. She loved the poor Henrietta, 
and loved to have her near her; and when 
ſhe was ill, and in much diſtreſs, ſne never 
once bid me leave her room. Is it not 
true, my ſweet Miſs Beverley? do you not 
Eknov it to be true? Oh look not fo dread- 
fully! turn to your unhappy Henrietta; 
ſweeteſt, beſt of ladies! will you not ſpeak 

ro 
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to her once more ? will you not ſay to her 4 
one ſingle word?“ : 

Dr. Lyſter now grew very angry, and 1 
telling her ſuch violence might have fatal 
conſequences, frightened her mto more or- f 
der, and drew her away himſelf. He had * 
then the kindneſs to go with her into ano- = 
ther room, where, when her firſt vehemence : | 
was ſpent, his remonſtrances and reaſoning b 
brought her to a ſenſe of the danger ſhe 
| might occaſion, and made her promiſe not 
to return to 'the room till ſhe had gained 
{ſtrength to behave better. 

þ When Dr. Lyſter went again to Delvile, 
be found him greatly alarmed by his long 
5 ſtay; he communicated to him briefly what 
had paſſed, and counſelled him to avoid en- 
crealing his own grief by the fight of what 
was ſuffered by this unguarded and ardent 
girl. Delvile readily aſſented, for the weight | 
of his own woe was too heavy to bear any = 
addition, | 
_ Henrietta now, kept in order by Dr. p 
, Lyſter, contented herſelf with only fitting: ö a 
upon the bed, without attempting to ſpeak, = © 
and with no other employment than alter- | 
nately looking at her fick friend, and cover- 
ing her ſtreaming eyes with her handker- 
chief ; from time to time quitting the room er 
wholly, for the relief of ſobbing at liberty | al 


and aloud in another. m 
But, 
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But, in the evening, while Delvile and 
Dr. Lyſter were taking one of their melan- 
choly rambles, a new ſcene was acted in the 
apartment of the ſtill ſenſeleſs Cecilia. Al- 
bany ſuddenly made his entrance into it, 
accompanied by three children, two girls 
and one boy, from the ages of four to ſix, 
neatly dreſſed, clean, and healthy. 

cSce here n cried he, as he came in, 
« ſee here what I have brought you! raiſe, 
raiſe your languid head, and look this way ! 
you think me rigid, - an enemy to pleature, 
auſtere, harſh, and a forbidder of j Joy : look 
at this ſight, and ſce the contrary ! who ſhall 
bring you comfort, Joy, pleaſure, like this? 
three innocent children, clothed and fed by 
your bounty!“ | 

Henrietta and Mary, who both knew 
him well, were -but little ſurpriſed at any 
thing he ſaid or did, and the nurſes preſum- 
ed not to interfere but by whiſpers. 

Cecilia, however, obſerved nothing that 
paſſed ; and Albany, ſomewhar aſtoniſhed, 
approached nearer to the bed; © Wilt thou 
not ipeak ?” he cried. 

„ She can't, Sir,” ſaid one of the women; 
© ſhe has been ſpecchleſs many hours.” 

The air of triumph with which he had 
entered the room was now changed into dit- 
appointment and conſternation. For forme 
minutes he thoughtfully and ſorrowfully 

contemplated 
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contemplated her, and then, with a deep 


figh, ſaid, How will the poor rue this 
day!“ 

Then, turning to the children, who, 
awed by this ſcene, were quiet from terror, 
« Alas!” he ſaid, “ye helpleſs babes, ye 


know not what you have loſt : preſump- 


tuouſly we came; unheeded we muſt re- 


turn! I brought you to be ſeen by your 


benefactreſs, but ſhe is going where ſhe will 
find many ſuch.” : 

He then ted them away ; but, ſuddenly 
coming back, ** 1 may ſee her, perhaps, no 
more! ſhall I not, then, pray for her? 
Great and aweful is the change ſhe is mak- 


ing; what are human revolutions, how piti- 


ful, how inſignificant, compared with it.? 
— Come, little babies, come; with gifts 
has ſhe often bleſſed you, with wiſhes bleſs 


ber] Come, let us kneel round her bed; 


let us all pray for her together ; lift up your 

innocent hands, and for all of you I will 

ſpeak.” T 
He then made the children obey his in- 


junctions, and having knelt himſelf, while 
Henrietta and Mary inſtantly did the ſame, 


& Sweet flower!” he cried, © untimely 
cropt in years, yet in excellence mature ! 


early decayed in miſery, yet fragrant in in- 


nocence! Gentle be thy exit, for unſullied 
have been thy days; brief be thy pains, for 


— 


few 


* 
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few have been thy offences! Look at her 
ſweet babes, and bear her in your remem- 
brance; often will J viſit you and revive 
the ſolemn ſcene. Look at her ye, alſo, 
who are nearer to your end—Ah ! will you 
bear it like her!? 

He pauſed ; and the nurſes and Mrs, 
Wyers, ſtruck by this call, and moved by 
the general example, crept to the bed, and 
dropt on their knees, almoſt involuntarily. 

e She departs,” reſumed Albany, “the 
envy of the world | while yet no guilt had 
ſeized her ſoul, and no remorſe had marred 
her peace. She was the hand-maid of cha- 
rity, and pity dwelt in her boſom! her 
mouth was never opened but to give com- 
fort; her footſteps were followed by bleſ- 
ſings ! Oh happy in purity, be thine the 
ſong of triumph !—foftly ſhalt thou fink to 
temporary ſleep, —ſublimely ſhalt thou riſe 
to life that wakes for ever !” 

He then got up, took the children by 
their little hands, and went away. 
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A TERMINATION. 


DX. Lyſter and Delvile met them at the 


entrance into, the houſe. Extremely 
alarmed leſt Cecilia had received any di- 


ſturbance, they both haſtened up ſtairs, 


but Delvile Ons only to the door, 
He ſtopt there and liſtened ; but all was ſi- 


lent : the prayers of Albany had ſtruck an 


awe into every one; and Dr. Lyſter ſoon 
returned to tell him there was no altera- 


tion in his patient. 
« And he has not diſturbed her?” cried 


Delvile. 


«© No, not at all.“ | 
« I think, then,” ſaid he, advancing, 


though trembling, © I will yet ſee her once 


«© No, no, Mr. Mortimer,” cried the 
doctor, why ſhould you give yourſelf ſo 
unneceſſary a ſhock ?” 


cc The ſhock,” anſwered he, © is over! 


—— tell me, however, is there any chance I 


may hurt her ?” 
« I believe not; I do not think, juſt 


now, ſhe will perceive you.” 


cc Well, 
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« Well, then,—I may grieve, perhaps, 
| hereafter, that once more—that one glance!” 
 —He ſtopt, irreſolute: the doctor would 
again have diſſuaded him, but, after a little 
heſitation, he aſſured him he was prepared 
for the worſt, and forced himſelf into the 
room. | Et 

When again, however, he beheld Ceci- 
lia, —ſenſeleſs, ſpeechleſs, motionleſs, her 
features void of all expreſſion, her cheeks 
without colour, her eyes without meaning, 
—he ſhrunk from the ſight, he leant upon 
Dr. Lyſter, and almoſt groaned aloud. 

The doctor would have conducted him 
out of the apartment; but, recovering from 
this firſt agony, he turned again to view 
her, and caſting up his eyes, fervently eja- 

culated, © Oh merciful powers! Take, or 
deſtroy her ! let her not linger thus, rather 
let me loſe her for ever Oh far rather 
would I ſee her dead, than in this dreadful 
condition!“ 

Then, advancing to the bed ſide, and yet 
more earneſtly looking at her, © I pray not 
now,” he cried, © for thy life! inhumanly 
as I have treated thee, I am not yet ſo har- 
dened as to wiſh thy miſery lengthened : 
no; quick be thy reſtoration, or ſhort as - 
pure thy paſſage to eternity Oh my Ceci- 
lia! lovely, however altered! ſweet even in 


the arms of death and inſanity! and dearer 
ro 
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to my tortured heart in this calamitous 
ſtate, than in all chy pride of health and 
beauty !—“ 

He ſtopt, and turned from her, yet could 
not tear himſelf away; he came back, he 
again looked at her, he hung over her in 
anguiſh unutterable; he kiſſed each burn- 
ing hand, he folded to his boſom her feeble 
form,. and, recovering. his ſpeech, though 
almoſt burſting with ſorrow, faintly arti- 
culated, © Is all over? no ray of reaſon 


left? no knowledge of thy wretched Del- 


vile? — no, none! the hand of death is on 
her, and ſhe is utterly gone !—ſweet ſuf- 


fering excellence! loved, loſt, expiring. 


Cecilia! but I will not repine ! peace and 
kindred angels are watching to receive thee, 
and if thou art parted from thyſelf, it were 
impious to lament thou ſhouldſt be parted 
from me.—Yet in thy tomb will be depo- 
fited all that to me could render exiſtence 
ſupportable, every frail chance of happi- 
neſs, every ſuſtaining hope, and all allevia- 
tion of ſorrow | —” 

Dr. Lyſter now again approaching, 
thought he perceived ſome change in his 
patient, and peremptorily forced him away 
from her: then returning himſelf, . he found 
that her eyes were ſhut, and the was dropt 


aſleep. 


This was an omen the moſt favourable 
he 


A. vs Soda a4 ea. 


nE, i 
he could hope. He now ſeated himſelf by 


the bedſide, and determined not to quit her 
till the expected criſis was paſt. He gave 
the ſtricteſt orders for the whole houſe to be 
kept quiet, and ſuffered no one in the room 
either to ſpeak or move. 

Her ſleep was long and heavy; yet, 
when ſhe awoke, her ſenſibility was evi- 
dently returned. She ſtarted, ſuddenly 
raiſed her head from the pillow, looked 
round her, and called out, © where am I 
now?“ 

« Thank Heaven!“ cried Henrietta, 
and was ruſhing forward, when Dr. Lyſter, 
by a ſtern and angry look, compelled her 
again to take her ſeat. 

He then ſpoke to her himſelf, enquired 
how ſhe did, and found her quite rational. 

Henpieten who now doubted not her 
perfect recovery, wept as violently for joy 
as ſhe had before wept for grief; and Mary, 
in the ſame belief, ran inſtantly to Delvile, 
eager to carry to him the firſt tidings that 
her miſtreſs had recovered her reaſon. 

Delvile, in the utmoſt emotion, then re- 
turned to the chamber; but ſtood at ſome 
diſtance from the bed, waiting Dr. Lyſter's 
permiſſion to approach 5 

Cecilia was quiet and compoſed, her re- 
collection ſeemed reſtored, and her intel- 
lects ſound: but ſhe was faint and weak, 
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Advance to her. 


= | CECITILTA 
and contentedly ſilent, to avoid the effort 
of ſpeaking. 

Dr. Lyſter encouraged this ſtillneſs, and 
ſuffered not any one, not even Delvile, to 
After a ſhort time, Rows 
ever, ſhe again, and very calmly, began to 
talk to him. She now firſt knew him, and 
ſeemed much ſurpriſed by his attendance. 
She could not tel}, ſhe ſaid, what of late 
had happened to her, nor could gueſs where 
Me was, or by what means ſhe came into 
ſuch a ke. Dr. Lyſter deſired her at 
preſent not to think upon the ſubject, and 
promiſed her a full account of every thing, 
when ſhe was ſtronger, and more fit for 
converſing. 7 5 

This for a while filenced ler- But, after 
a ſhort pauſe, * Tel] me,” ſhe ſaid, © Dr. 
Lyſter, have I no friend in this place but 
you?” © Yes, yes, you have ſeveral friends 


Here,” anſwered the Doctor, © only I keep 


them in order, left” they ſhould hurry or 
diſturb you.” 

She ſeemed much pleaſed by this ſpeech; 
but ſoon after ſaid, © You muſt not, Doctor, 
keep them in order much longer, for the 
ſight of them, 1 think, would much re- 
vive me.“ 

« Ah, Miſs Beverley!“ alt erte 


ho could not now reſtrain herſelf, ce may 
not 
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not J, among the reſt, come and Eren 
to you ?” 

© Who is that?“ aid, Cecilia; in a 
voice of pleaſure, though very teeble; 5 © is 
it my ever-dear Henrietta? 

« Oh this is joy indeed!“ cid the, 
fervently kiſſing her cheeks and forehead, 
© Joy that I never, never n to have 

more!?“ 
„ Ce come,” + Doctor L yen 
here's enough of this; did I not — well 
to keep ſuch. people eff 2;  - 

ce] believe you did,” ſaid Ceeilin Gains 
ly ſmiling ; . © my too kind Ficnrietta,. you 
muſt be more tranquil??? 

« ] will, I will indeed, madam my 
dear, dear Miſs Beverley, L will indeed! 
Now once you have owned me, and once 
again I hear your ſweet voice, Iwill do any 
thing, and every thing, for I am made _—_ 
py for my whole life!? 

« Ah, ſweet Henrietta he 1 Cee 
giving her her hand, © you muſt ſuppreſs 
theſe feelings, or our Doctor here will ſoon 
part us. But tell me, Doctor, is there no 
one elſe that you can let me ſee ?“ 

Delvile, who had liſtened to this ſcene in 
the unſpeakable perturbation of that 
which is kindled from the very aſnes of deſ- 
pair, was now ſpringing forward; but Dr. 
n fearful of the conſequences, haſtily 


Q 2 aroſe, 
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aroſe, and with a look and air not to be 
diſputed; took hold of his arm, and led | 
him out of the room. He then repreſented t 


to him ſtrongly the danger of agitating or 

diſturbing her, and charged him to keep 3 
from ber ſight till better able to bear it; t 
aſſuring him at the ſame time that he might | e 
now reaſonably hope her recovery. d © 
Delvile, loſt in tranſport, could make no h 
anſwer, but flew into his arms, and almoſt 


madly embraced him; he then haſtened out b 
of ſight to pour forth fervent thanks, and K 
5 hurrying back with equal ſpeed, again em- m 
5 braced the Doctor, and while his manly he 
2 cheeks were burnt with tears of joy, he ot 
. could not yet articulate the glad tumult of te: 
4 his ſoul. m 
F The worthy Dr. Lyſter, who heartily par- De 
x took of his happineſs, again urged him to 
. be diſcreet; and Delvile, no longer intract- bit 
. able and deſperate, gratefully concurred in all 
* whatever he commanded. Dr. Lyſter then | ed. 
2 returned to Cecilia, and to relieve her mind of 
25 from any uneaſy ſuſpenſe, talked to her abl 
i openly of Delvile, gave her to underſtand KF lou 
2 he was acquainted with her marriage, and ] 
* told her he had prohibited their meeting till of- 
. each was better able to ſupport it. ing 
* Cecilia by this delay ſeemed half grati- con 
" fied, and half diſappointed ; but the reſt of dire 
of the phyſicians, who had been ſummoned and 
. < upon 


a js F'Ty 
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upon this happy change, now appearing 
the orders were yet more Pg, enforced 
for keeping her quiet. d 

She ſubmitted, therefore, W 5 
and Deivile, whoſe gladdened heart {tif 
throbbed with ſpeechleſs rapture, content= 
edly watched at her chamber door, and 
obeyed implicitly Whatever was ſaid to 
him. 5010 
She now viſibly, nds almoſt hourly grew 
better; and; in a ſhort time, her anxiety to 
know all that was paſſed, and by what 
means ſhe became ſo ill, and confined in a 
houſe of-which ſhe had not any knowledge, 
obliged Dr. Lyſter to make himſelf maſ- 
ter of theſe particulars, that he might com- 
municate them te her with a calmneſs that 
Delvile eouid not attan. 

Delvile himſelf, happy to be ſpared: the 
bitter taſk of ſuch a relation, informed him 
all he knew of the ſtory, and then entreat- 
ed. him to narrate to her alſo the motives 
of his own ſtrange, and he feared unpardon- 
able conduct, and the ſcenes which had fol- 
lowed their parting. la, 

He came, he ſaid, to England, ignorant 
of all that had paſt in his abſence, intend- 
ing merely to wait upon his father, and 


communicate his marriage, before he gave 


directions to his lawyer for the ſettlements 
and preparations which were to precede its 


C2 further 
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further publication. He meant, alſo, to 
fatisfy himſelf, of the real ſituation of Mr. 
Monckton, and then, after an interview 
with Cecilia, to have returned to his mo- 
ther, and waited at Nice tilt he might pub- 
licly claim his wife. 

To this purpoſe he had written in his 
letter, which he meant to have put in the 
Poſt- office in London himſelf; and he had 
but juſt alighted from his chaile, when he 
met Ralph, Ceciha's fervant, in the ſtreet. 

Haſtily ſtopping him, he enquired if he 
had left his place e No,” anſwered Ralph, 
+ I am only come up to town with my 
lady. 7 

With your lady ” cried the aſtoniſhed 
Delvile, is your lady then in town?“ 

15 Yes, fir, ſhe is at Mrs. Belfield's.“ 


« Ar Mrs. Belfield's ?— is her daugh- 


ter returned home?“ 

„ No, ſir, we left her in the country.“ 
He was then going on with a further 
account, but, in too much confuſion of 
mind to hear him, Delvile abruptly -wiſh- 
ed him good night, and marched on him- 
ſelf towards Belfield's. 

The pleaſure with which he would have 
heard that Cecilia was ſo near to him, was 
totally loſt in his perplexity to account for 
her journey, Her letters had never hinted 
at ſuch a purpoſe, - the news reached 5 

only 


" b 
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only by accident, —it was ten o'clock at 
night, — yet ſhe was at Belfield's though 
the ſiſter was away, — though the mother 
was, profeſſedly, odious t0 er Ir In an 
inſtant, all he had formerly heard, all he had 
formerly diſregarded, ruſhed . ſu ele 


* 


his memory,,and he began to believe he had 
| been deluded, that his father was-right, and 
| that Belfield, had ſome ſtrange and improper 
influence over her heart. 
The ſuſpicion was death to him; he 


drove it from him, he concluded the whole 
| was, ſome error: his reaſon, as, powerfully 
7 as his tenderneſs vindicated, her innocence 

and though he arrived at the houſe in much 
4 diſorder, he yet arrived with a firm per- 


ſuaſion of an honourable explanation. 
The door was open, —a chaiſe was at it 
. in waiting, — Mrs. Belfield. was liſtening in 
the paſſage; theſe appearances were ſtrange, 
and encreaſed his Are He aſked for 


er her ſon, in a voice ſcarce audible, — ſhe told 
of him he was engaged with a lady, and muſt 
bs nor. en en ee 
1 That fatal anſwer, at a moment ſo big 
with the moſt horrible ſurmiſes, was deci- 
re ſive: furiouſly, therefore, he forced him- 
as ſelf paſt her, and opened the door: but 
or when he ſaw them together, - the reſt of 


ed the family confeſſedly 


excluded, his rage 
Nos rite 


turned 
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turned to horror, and he could hardly 
fupport himſelf. 

O Dr. Lyſter!“ he ee e aſk of 
the ſweet creature if theſe circumſtances 
offer any extenuation for the fatal jealouſy 
which ſeized me? never by myſelf while l 
live will it be forgiven, but ſnhe, perhaps, 
who is all ſoftneſs, all compaſſion,, and ail 
peace, may ſome time hence think! [my ſuffer. 
ings almoſt equal to my offence.“ 

He then proceeded in his narration. 

When he had ſo peremptorily ordered 
ker chaiſe to St. James's- ſquare, he went 
back to the houſe, and deſired Belfield to 
walk out with him. He complied, and 
they were both ſilent till they came to a 

. Coffee-houſe, where they aſked for a pri- 
vate room. The whole way they went, 
his heart, fecretly ſatisfied of the purity of 
Cecilia, fmote him for the ſituation in 
which he had left her; yet, having unfor- 
tunately gone ſo far as to make his ſuſpi- 
cions apparent, he thought it neceſſary to 
his character that their abolition ſould be 
equally: public. 

When they were alone, 15 « Belfield, 7 

ſaid, ©& to obviate any imputation of im- 
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pertinence in my enquiries, I deny not, h 
what I preſume you have been told by her. . 
ſelf, that I have the neareſt intereſt in what- Y 
; ever ly 
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ever concerns the lady from whom we are 
juſt now parted: I mult beg, therefore, an ex- 


plicit account of the 1 of Fur E 
vate converſation with her.“! 


Mr. Delvile,” — Belfield, with. 
mingled candour and i pirit,“ I am not com- 


monly much diſpoſed to anſwer enquiries 
thus cavalierly put to me; yet here, as 1 
find myſelf not the principal perſon con- 
— I think T am bound in juſtice to 
ſpeak for the abſent who is. 1 — you, 
cherefores moſt ſolemnly, that your intereſt 
in Miſs Beverley I never heard but by com- 
mon report, that our being alone together 


was by both of us undeſigned and unde-. 


ſired, that the honour ſhe did our houſe in 


calling at it, was merely to acquaint my. 


mother with my ſiſter's removal to Mrs. 
Harrel's, and that the part which I had 
myſelf in her condeſcenſion, was ſimply 
to be conſulted upon a journey which ſhe 


has in contemplation to the South of 


France. And now, ſir, having given you 
this peaceable ſatisfaction, you will find 
me extremely at your ſervice to offer any 
other“. N 

Delvile inſtantly hal) out his hand to 
him; “ What you aſſert,” he ſaid “ upon 
your honour, requires no other teſtimony. 


Your gallantry and your probity are equal- 


ly well known to me ; with either, there- 


Re 4 5 | fore, 


* 
, Fi 
1 
— — Gf — . 12 
— CR - 5 —— r . Ä — . H/) I I SS » 
— , 
8 * 
5. 


: 
.* 
: 
11 
1 
* 
. 
| 
} 
4 
nf 
89 + 
, = 
. 5 
4 
d ; 
. 
- 
5 E/ 
8 
4 
* 
1 
14 
14 
1 
, 31 
} *. 


e = ** —— 13 


» 
- 
1 
— — 45 _ 
— — — = — 
p—— 
* — 
* ** * - 


22 — 


— 
_- — - 1 
* or” £4 

— 


3 — err bes — 


—— K —ñ—. ꝗrü•̃ 
1 


- wo 


* 5 
f 1 i 8 
ESO 2 * ", us & #&s A & A Loa RY 1 W 


* 


Sr; AmAAfA ! oo nt os * 
8 . 3 2 ” n as » Ah . 8 LY oo + 44 * N 


I 


©. 

— 2 
'* 
pt 

LR 
BY 
4 

os 

"3 6 

n 
* 

4 
"A 


* r « 4% e f 
N ee . 
* bt oo „ of 7 * "4 : & &--: 7 70 «Fi 1 * 22 * 25 IPs 8 ] 


. l 
OE 
* 


7 


*. 
2 . 
PL Lene wy 


- . 
4 n * 
l. * 0 > 


CER at 


b AW TN - * * p OE e n 9 TD * 
. 1 e a 9 7 1 * 1 — 7 * 1 > 4 bs. * e * - 7 7 ks; K K 
. ;M x. 4 2 . 9 * . F * Ry; CY FRY on 4 , ay A yd 4.4 . N mW 5 “ 1 2 - oo? - 5 5 n 1 2 * — * : * 
— FN LID Fett" y e L mY dh tt 2 ob W wt hs 9 . * n 8 Da is 22 3 . | 
2 a A * n 2 EEE nt aw 8 I * 4 ee Py 7 r 

nr 1 4 T , Db, „ N N l 9 * 2 4 % 1 1 . * 
n ** F 8 SA be ns OR» e enn r 

n "4 * 6 4 . * £ % > OY . 1 ” - * 


290 Sein 


fore, T am content, and by no means re- 


| Moire the intervention of both.“ 


They then parted; and now, his doubts 
removed, and his punctilio fatisfied, he 
flew to St. James's-ſquare, to entreat the 
forgiveneſs of Cecilia for the alarm he had 


occaſioned her, and to hear the reaſon of 


her ſudden journey, and change of mea- 
fures, But when he came there, to find 


that his father, whom he had 'Ediicluded 
Was at Delyile Caſtle, was in the houſe, 


while Cecilia had not even enquired for 


Him at the door,— Oh let tre not,” he 


continued, * even to myſelf, let me not 


trace the agony of that moment! — where 
to ſeek her L knew not, why ſhe was in 
London I could not divine,” for what pur- 
poſe ſhe had given the poſtilion a new di- 


rection I could form no idea. Yet it ap- 


peared that ſhe wiſhed to avoid me, and once 
more, in the frenzy of my diſappointment, 


by ſuppoſed Belfield a party in her conceal- 
ment. Again, therefore, I ſought him, — 


Ry 


at his own houſe, —at the coffee- houſe 
where I had left him, —in vain, wherever I 
came, I juſt miſſed him, for, hearing of my 
ſearch. he went with equal reſtleſſneſs, from 
place to place to meet me. I rejoice we 
both failed; a repetition of my enquiries in 
my then irritable ſtate, muſt inevitably have 
rovoked the inoft fatal reſentment. 


* I will not dwell upon the icenes that 
followed, 


1 
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followed, —my laborious ſearch, my fruit- 
leſs wanderings, the diſtraction of my ſuſ- 
penſe, the excels of my deſpair ! ——even 
Belfield, the fiery Belfield, when I met 
with him the next day, was ſo much 
touched by my wretchedneſs; that he bore 
with all my injuſtice ; feeling, noble young 
man ! never will J loſe the remembrance ot 
his high-ſouled patience, ,, 
And now, Dr. Lyſter, go to my Ceci- 
lia; tell her this tale, and try, for you 
have {kill ſufficient, to ſoften, yet not 
wound her with my ſufferings. If then ſhe 


can bear to ſee me, to bleſs. me with the 


ſound of her ſweet voice, no longer at 


war with her intellects, to hold out to me 


her loved hand, in token of peace and for- 
giveneſs, — Oh, Dr. Lyſter ! preſerver of 
my life in hers! give to me but that ex- 
quiſite moment, and every paſt evil will be 
for evef.obliferated 7 „ 
Lou muſt be calmer, Sir,“ ſaid the 
Doctor, „ before I make the attempt. 
Theſe heroicks are mighty well for ſound 
health, and ſtrong ner ves, but they will not 
do for an in valide. 


i 


He went, however, to Cecilia, and gave 


her this narration, ſuppreſſing whatever he 
feared would molt affect her, and judiciouſly 
enlivening the whole Ly his ſtrictures. Ce- 
cilia was much eaſier for this removal of 


Q 6 her 
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her perplexities, and, as her anguiſh and 
her terror had been unmixed: with reſent- 
ment, ſhe had now no deſire but to recon- 
cile Delvile with himmſelf. 

Dr. Lyſter, however, by his friendly a au- 
thority, obliged her for ſome time to be 
content with this relation; but when ſhe 
grew better, her impatience became wrong: 
er, and he feared One” 8 9 7 be 
hurtful as compliance. | 

Delvile, therefore, was now 7 ns: 
yet fowly and with trepidation he advanced, 
terrified” for her, and fearful of himſelf, 
filled With remorſe for the injuries ſhe had 
ſuſtained, and impreſſed with grief and 

Horror ro behold her fo ill and altered. 

Supported by pillows, "ſhe fat / almoſt 
vpright. The moment ſhe ſaw him, ſhe 
attempted to bend forward and welcome 
him, calling out in a tone of pleaſure, 
though faintiy, Ah! deareſt Delvile! is 
It you?“ but too weak for the effort ſhe had 
made, the ſunk back upon her Paten pale, 
trembling, and diſordered. — 

Dr. Lyſter would then Have interfered 
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A to poſtpone their further converſation , but 
*$ Delvile was no longer maſter of himſelf or 
33 . 

4 his paſſions: he darted forward, and kneel- 
5 ing at the bed fide, © Sweet injured excel- 
= lence?” he erred, „wife of my heart! ſole 
be object of my choſen affection! doſt thou 
= ye 
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yet live? do I hear thy loved voice? de 
I ſee thee again? art thou my Cecilia ?. 
and have I indeed not loſt thee # > then re- 
garding her more fixedly, Alas,“ he Farah. 
art thou indeed my Cecilia! ſo pale, 
ſo emaciated. . Oh ſuffering angel and 
couldſt thou then call upon Delvile, the 
guilty, but heart - broken Delvile, thy de- 
ſtroyer, thy murderer, and yet not call to 
execrate him?“ | 

Cecilia, extremely affected, could not 
utter a word; ſhe held out to him her 
hand, ſhe looked: at him with gentleneſs 
and kindneſs, but tears ſtarted into her eyes, 
and trickled in large argps down her colour- 
leſs cheeks. 

Angelic creature l“ cried Delvile, His 
own tears overflowing, while he preſſed to 
his lips the kind token of her pardon, © can 
you give to me again a hand ſo ill deſerved? 
can you look with ſuch compaſſion on the 
author of your woes? on the wretch, who 
for an inſtant could doubt the purity of a 
mind ſo ſeraphic!ꝰꝰ 

„ Ah, Delvile ! 15 ” * cried ſhe, a little re- 
viving, © think no more of what is paſt !— 
to ſee you, —to be yours, — drives all evil 
from my remembrance !? 

„J am not worthy this j joy!“ cried he 
riſing, kneeling, and riſing again; I know 
not how to, ſuſtain it! a forgiveneſs ſuch 
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agony of eternal ſeparation 
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as this. hen I believed you muſt hate me 
for ever | when repulſe and averſion were 
all i date. expect, — when my own in- 
humanity had bereft thee of thy reaſon, — 
when the grave, the pitileſs grave, was al- 
ready open to receive thee,” — | 

Too kind, too feeling Delvile !” cried 
the penetrated. Cecilia, & relieve your load- 
ed heart from theſe: bitter recollections ; 
mine is lightened already, —lightened, L 
think, of er. thing but its allection for 


YES 


Oh 624 of tranſport and extacy | ** 


cried the enrapturcd Delvile, „oh partner 
of my life! friend, ſolace, darling of my 


boſom ! that ſo lately 1 thought expiring ! 
that I folded to my bleeding heart in the 


p, 


—— 


„Come away, Sir, come away,” erin 
Dr. Lyſter, who now ſaw that Cecilia was 
greatly agitated, ** I will not be anſwerable 
for the continuation, of this ſcene z” and 


taking him by the arm, he awakened him 


from his frantic rapturè, by aſſuring him 
ſhe would faint, and forced him away from 


Soon after he was gone, and Cecilia be- 
came more tranquil, Henrietta, who had 
wept with bitterneſs in a corner of the room 
during this ſcene, approached her, and, 


with an attempted ſmile, though in a voice 


hardly 


TET TEM. "v7 5, 
hardly audible, ſaid, * Ah, Miſs 1 > 
you will, at laſt, then be happy! happy 
as all yout mY} deſerves. And I am 
ſure J ſhould rejoice in it if L was to die to 
make you happier r? 

Cecilia, who but too well knew "ry full 
meaning, tenderly embraced her, but was 
| 8 by Dr. Lyſter from entering in- 

o any diſcourſe wich Her. | 

T he'firft meeting, howeves; with Delvile 
being over, the ſecond was far more quiet, 
and in a very ſhort time, he would ſcarcely 
quit Her a moment, Cetilia herſelf receiving 
from his fight à pledfure too great for denial, 
yet too ſerene for danger, 

The * worthy Dr. Tyte, finding her 
proſpect of recovery thus fair, prepared 
for leaving London: but, equally eros 
to do good out of his profeſſion ds in it, he 
firſt, at the requeſt of Delvile, waited upon 
his father, to acquaint him with his pre- 
ſent fituation, ſolicit his directions for his 
future proceedings, and endeavour to nego- 
ciate a general rèconciliation. 

Mr. Deleile, to whoſe proud heart ſoci- 
al joy could find no avenue, was yet touch- 
ed moſt ſenſibly by the reſtoration of Ce- 
cilia. Neither 11 dignity nor his diſplea- 
füre had been able to repreſs remorſe, a 
feeling to which, with all his foibles, he 
had not been accuſtomed. The gs 
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37 
ker diſtraction had dwelt upon his imagi. 


2 


1 


nation, the deſpondency of his ſon had 
ſtruck him with fear and horror. He had 
been haunted by ſelf reproach, and purſued 
by vain regret; and thoſe conceſſions he 
had refuſed to tenderneſs and entreaty, he 
now willingly accorded to change repen- 
tance for tranquility. He ſent inſtantly 
for his ſon, whom even with tears he em- 


braced, and felt his own peace reſtored as 


he pronounced! his forgiveneſs. 


New, however, to kindneſs, Be. tained 
it not long, and a ſtranger to generoſity, he 
knew not how to make her welcome: the 
extinction of his remorſe abated his com- 
paſſion for Cecilia, and when ſolicited to 
receive her, he revived the charges of Mr. 
ran. 

Cecilia, informed of this, determined to 
write to that gentleman herſelf, whoſe long 


and painful illneſs, joined to his irrecover- 
able loſs of her, ſhe now hoped might 


prevail with him to make reparation tor the 
injuries he had done her. - 


To Mr. Monck TON. 


I write not, Sir, to upbraid you; the 


woes which have followed your ill offices, 
and which you may tome time hear, will 


render 


CE COIL mh 


render my reproaches ſuperfluous. I write 
but to beſeech that what is paſt may con- 
tent you; and that, however, while I was. 
ſingle, you choſe to miſrepreſent me to the 
Delvile family, you will have fo much ho- 
nour, ſince I am now become one of it, as 
to acknowledge my innocence of the crimes 
laid to my charge. 

In remembrance. of my former long | 
friendſhip, I ſend, you, my good, wiſhes ; 
and in conſideration . of my hopes from 
your recantation, I ſend you, Sir, if you 
think it worth acceptance, my forgive- 
nets. 

CxciiiaDaivins, 


. 


Mr. Monckton, after many long a q 
painful ſtruggles between uſeleſs rage, an 
involuntary remorſe, at length ſent the 
following anſwer. 


To Mrs, MogrIMEX DELVILE, 


Thoſe who-could ever believe you guilz 
ty, muſt have been eager to think you ſo. 
meant but your welfare at all times, and 
to have ſaved you from a connection 1 
never thought equal to your merit, I am 
grieved, but not ſurpriſed, to hear of your 
injuries; from the alliance you have formed, 
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nothing elſe could be expected: if my tef- 


timony to your innocence can, however, 
ſerve to mitigate them, I ſeruple not to de- 
clare I believe it without taint. 


Delvile ſent by Dr. Lyſter this letter to 
his father, whoſe rage at the detection of the 
perfidy which had deceived him, was yet 
infer ior to what he felt that his family was 
mentioned ſo injuriouſly, 

His conference with Dr. Lyſter was long 
and painful. but deciſive: that ſagacious 
and friendly man knew well how to work 
upon his paſſions, and ſo effectually awak- 
ened them by- repreſenting the diſgrace of 
his own family from the preſent ſituation of 
Cecilia, that before he quitted his houſe he 
was authoriſed to invite her to remove to it. 
When he returned from his embaſſy; he 
found Delvile in her room, and each wait- 
ing with impatience the event of his nego- 


The Doctor with much alacrity gave Ce- 
eilia the invitation with which he had been 
charged ; but Delvile, jealous for her dig- 
nity, was angry and diſſatisfied his father 
brought it not himſelf, and exclaimed with 
much mortification, ** Is this all the grace 


accorded me? 


Patience, patience, Sir,” anſwered the 


Doctor; when you have thwarted any 


body in their firft hope and ambition, do 
8 | you 
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you expect they will ſend you their compli- 
ments and many thanks for the diſappoint- 
ment? Pray let the good gentleman have 
his way in ſome little matters, ſince you have 
taken ſuch effectual care to put out of his 
reach the power of having it in greatet.“ 
O far from ſtarting obſtacles, eried 
Cecilia, “let us ſolicit a reconciliation with 


whatever conceſſions he may require. The 


miſery of DISOBEDIENCE we have but 
too fatally. experienced; and thinking as 
we think of filial ties and parental: claims, 
how can we ever hope happineſs till for- 
given and taken into favour er? | 
True, my Cecilia,” anſwered Pele, 


e and generous and condeſcending as true; 


and if you can thus ſweetly comply, I will 
gratefully forbear making any oppoſition 
Too much already have you ſuffered from 


the impetuoſity of my temper, but I will 


* to curb it in future by the remembrance 
of your injuries.” 

6 The whole of this unten buſi- 
neſs,” ſaid Dr. Lyſter, has been the re- 
ſult of PRIDE hd PREJUDICE. Your 
uncle, the Dean, began it, by his arbitrary 
will, as if an ordinance of his own. could 
zene the courſe of nature! and as if he had 


power to keep alive, by the loan of a name, 
Aa _— in the male branch already extinct. 


Your father, Mr. Mortimer, continued it 
with 
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all 1 could ſugge 


MORAL of your calamities. You have 


Z 


with the ſame ſelf-partiality, preferring the 
wretched gratification of tickling his ear 
with a favourite ſound, to the ſolid happi- 
neſs of his ſon with a rich and deſerving 
wife. Let this, however, remember; if to 


PRIDE and PREJUDICE you owe your 


miſeries, ſo wonderfully is good and evil 
balanced, that to PRIDE and PREJU- 
DICE you will alſo owe their termination: 


for all that I, could ſay to Mr. Delvile, 


either of reaſoning or entreaty,—and I ſaid 

15 and I ſuggeſted all a 
man need with to hear,—was totally thrown 
away, till I pointed out to him his own diſ- 
grace, in having a daughter-in-law immured 
in theſe mean lodgings! , | 


Thus, my dear young lady, the terror 
which drove you to this houſe, and the ſuf- 


ferings which have confined you in it, 
will prove, in the event, the ſource of your 

Future peace: for when all my beſt rheto- 
rick failed to melt Mr. Delvile, I inſtantly 


brought him to terms by coupling his name 
with a pawnbroker's! And he could not 
with more diſguſt hear his ſon called Mr. 
Beverley, than think of his ſon's wife when 
he hears of the Three Blue Balls! Thus the 
ſame paſſions, tak ing but different direc- 
tions, do miſchief and cure it alternately. 

15 Such, my good young. friends, is the 


as. 
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all, in my opinion, been ſtrangely at croſs 
purpoſes, and trifled, no one knows why, 
with the firſt bleſſings of life. ''My-only 
hope is that now, having among you thrown 
away its luxuries, you, will have known 
enough of miſery to be he to keep its ne- 
ce ſfat ies . 

This excellent man was yet prevailed 
upon by Delvile to ſtay, and aſſiſt in remov- 
ing the feeble Cecilia to St. James 's-ſquare, 

Henrietta, for whom Mr. Arnott's equi- 
page and ſervants lad ſti} remained in 
town, was then, though with much diffi- 
culty, perſuaded to go back to Suffolk: 
but Cecilia, however fond of her ſociety, 
was too ſenſible of the danger and impro- 
priety of her preſent ſituation, to receive 
from it any pleaſure. 

Mr. Delvile's reception of Cecilia was 
formal and cold: yet, as ſhe now appeared 
publicly in the character of his ſon's wife, 
the beſt apartment in his houſe had been 
prepared for her uſe, his domeſtics were in- 
ſtructed to wait upon her with the utmoſt 
reſpect, and Lady Honoria Pemberton, who 
was accidently in town, offered from curio- 
ſity, what Mr. Delvile accepted from pa- 
rade, to be herſelf in St. James's-ſquare, in 
order to do honour to his daughter-in-law's 
firſt entrance. 

When Cecilia was a little recovered from 
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the ſhock of the firſt interview, and the fa- 


tigueof her removal, the anxious Mortimer 


would inſtantly have had her conveyed to 


her own apartment; but, willing to exert 


herſelf, and hoping to oblige Mr. Delvile, 
ſhe: deckred ſhe was well able to remain 


ſome time longer in the drawing-room. 
% My good friends,” ſaid Dr. Lyſter, 


* jn the courſe of my long practice, I have 
found it impoſſible to ſtudy the human 


frame, without a little ſtudying the human 


mind; and from all that I have yet been 


able to make out, either by obſeryation, re- 


flection, or compariſon, it appears to me at 


this moment, that Mr. Mortimer Delvile has 
ot the beſt wife, and that you, Sir, have 
_ the moſt faultleſs daughter-in- law, that 


huſband or any father in the three 


8 belonging to his Majeſty can 
either have or deſire.“ 

Cecilia ſmiled; orciinee looked his de- 
lighted concurrence ; Mr. Delvile forced 
himſelf to make a ſtiff inclination of the 
head; and Lady Honoria gaily exclaimed, 
« Dr. Lyſter, when you ſay the %% and 


the molt faultleſs, you ſhould always add the 


reſt of company excepted,” 
“ Upon my word,” cried the Doctor, 


I beg your ladyſhip s pardon ; but there 
is a Certain unguarded warmth comes acroſs 


a man now and then, that drives etiquette 
6 out 


G 
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out of his head, and makes him ſpeak truth 
before he well knows where he is. 

O terrible!“ cried ſne, “ this is gan 
ing deeper and deeper. 1 had hoped the 
town air would have taught you better 
things; but I find you have viſited at Del - 
vile Caſtle till ”_w are fit for no other 
place.” 

4 Whoever, Lady Honoria,” aid Mr. 
Delvile, mach offended, *“ is fit for Del- 
vile Caſtle, muſt be fit for every other place; 
though every other en aun 15 no means 
be fit for him.?“ 

O yes, Sir,” cried ſhe, i every 


poſſible place will be fit for him, if he can 


once bear with that. en you think ſo, 
Dr. Lyſter?“ 

« Why, when a man has the honour to 
ſee your ladyſhip,” anſwered he, good-hu- 
mouredly, he is apt to think too much 


of the perſon, to care about the place.“ 


* Come, I begin to have ſome hopes of 
you,” cried ſhe, for I ſee, for a Doctor, 
you have really a very pretty notion of a 
compliment: only you have one great fault 
ſtill; you look the whole time as if you ſaid 
it for a joke.” 

« Why, in fact, makers; when a man 
has been a plain dealer both in word and 
look for upwards of fifty years, *tis expect- 


ing too quick a reformation to demand 


ductility 


=—_— FECT. 1A: 

ductility of voice and eye from him at a 
blow. However, give me but a little time 
and a little encouragement, and, with ſuch 
a tutreſs, *twill be hard if I do not, in a 
very few leflons, learn the right method of 
ſeaſoning a ſimper, and the neweſt faſhion 
of twiſting words from meaning.” 

« But pray,” cried ſhe, << upon thoſe 
occaſions, always remember to look ſerious, 
Nothing ſets off a compliment ſo much as 
a long face. If you are tempted to an un- 
ſeaſonable laugh, think of Delvile Caſtle; 

tis an expedient I commonly make uſe of 
myſelf when I am afraid of being too friſky : 
Jad i always ſucceeds, for the very recol- 
lection of it gives me the head-ache in a 
moment. Upon my word, Mr. Delvile, 
you muſt have the conſtitution of five men, 
to have kept ſuch good health, after living 
ſo long at that horrible place. You can't 
imagine how you've ſurpriſed me, for I 
have regularly expected to hear of your 
death at the end of every ſummer : and, 1 
aſſure you, once, J was very near buying 
mourning.” 

& The eſtate which deſcends to a man 
from his own anceſtors, Lady Honoria,” 
anſwered Mr, Delvile, “will ſeldom be apt 
to injure his health, if he is conſcious of 
committing no miſdemeanour which has 


degraded their memory.” 
* How 
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*« How vaſtly © odious this new father 
of yours is!“ ſaid Lady Honoria, in a 
whiſper to Cecilia; © what could ever in- 
duce you to give up your charming eſtate 


for the ſake of coming into his fuſty old 


family! I would really adviſe you to hve 
your marriage annulled. You have only, 
you know, to take an oath that you were 
forcibly run away with; and as you are an 
Heireſs, and the Delviles are all ſo violent, it 
will eaſily be credited; And then, as ſoon 


as you are at liberty, I would adviſe you to 


marry my little Lord Derford.” 

Would you only, then,” ſaid Cecilia, 
te have me regain my freedom in order to 

art with it?“ 

« Certainly,” nba Lady Honoria, 
* for you. can. do nothing at all without 
being married; a ſingle woman is a thou- 
ſand times more ſhackled than a wife; for, 
ſhe 1s accountable to every body; and a 
wife, you know, has nothing to do but juſt 
to manage her huſband.” 

« And that,” ſaid Cecilia, ſmiling, * you 
conſider as a trifle ?” 


<< "TE. you do but marry a man you 
don't care for.” 

« You are right, then, indeed, to recom- 
mend to me my Lord Derford !” 

OO yes, he will make the prettieſt huſ- 


band 1n the world ; you may fly about your- 
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ſelf as wild as a lark, and keep him the 


whole time as tame as a jack-daw :. and 
though he may complain of you to your 
friends, he will never have the courage to 
find fault to your face, But as to Morti- 


mer, you will not be able to govern him as 


long as you live; for the moment you have 
put him upon the fret, you'll fall into the 


dumps yourſelf, hold out your hand to him, 


and, lofing the opportunity of gaining ſome 
material point, make up at the firſt ſoft 


word.” 
« You think, then, the quarrel more 


amuſing than the reconciliation ??? 
% O, a thouſand times | for. while you 


are quarrelling , you may ſay any thing, and 
demand any thing, but when you are recon- 
ciled, you ought to behave pretty, and rem 
contented. 7 

<« Thoſe who preſume to have any pre- 
tenſions to your ladyſhip,” ſaid Cecilia, 
** would be made happy . ſhould they 


hear your principles!“ 
O, it would not ſignify at all,” 


ſwered ſhe, for one's fathers, and 1 


and thoſe fort of people, always make con- 
nexions for one, and not a creature thinks 


of our principles, tillthey find them out by 
our conduct: and nobody can poſſibly do 
that till we are married, for they give us no 
power beforehand. The men Tone no- 


4 thing 


a young 


tiſt or 
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thing of us in the world while we are ongle, 
but how we can dance a minuet, or pl ay a 
leſſon upon the harphchord,” _ 

« And what elſe,” ſaid Mr. Delvile, who 
advanced, and heard this laft ſpeech,-** need 
lady of rank deſire to be known 
for ? your ladyſhip ſurely would not have 
her degrade herſelf by dying like an ar- 
profeſſor ?“ | 

O Sir, I would net have har 
ſtudy at all; it's mighty well for children, 
but — after ſixteen, and when one 1s 
come out, one has quite fatigue enough in 
dreſſing, and going to public places, and 
ordering new things, without all that tor- 
ment of firſt and ſecond poſition, and E. 
upon the firſt line, and F upon the Ant 
ſpace!“ 

Tour ladyſhip muſt, however, par- 
don me for hinting,“ ſaid Mr. Delvile, 
that a young lady of condition, who has 
a proper ſenſe of her dignity, cannot be 
ſeen too rarely, or known too little.“ 5 
O but 1 hate dignity !” cried ſhe, care- 
« for its the dulleſt thing in the 
world. I always thought it was owing to 
that you were ſo little amuling ;—really I 
beg your pardon, Sir, I meant to ſay ſo 


little talkative.” 


CI can eaſily credit that your ladyſhip 
{poke haſlily,” anſwered he, highly piqued, 
R 2 _ 27 _ 
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* for I believe, indeed, a perſon of a family 
fuch as mine, will hardly be ſuppoſed to 
have come into the world for the office 
of amuſing it!“ | 
O no, Sir,” cried ſhe, with pretended 
innocence, „nobody, I am ſure, ever ſaw 
ou with ſuch a thought.” Then, turning 
ro Cecilia, ſhe added in a whiſper, © You 
cannot imagine, my dear Mrs. Mortimer, 
how I deteſt this old couſin of mine! Now 
pray tell me honeſtly if you don't hate him 


yourſelf ?” 3 
1 I hope,” ſaid Cecilia, © to have no 


reaſon.” 
Lord, how you are always upon your 
uard! If 1 were half as cautious, I ſhould 
die of the vapours in a month; the only 
thing that keeps me at all alive, is now and 
then making people angry; for the folks at 
our houfe let me go out ſo ſeldom, and then 
ſend me with ſuch ſtupid old chaperons, 
that giving them a little torment is really 
the only entertainment I can procure my- 
ſelf. O—but I had almoſt forgot to tell 
you a moſt delightful thing!“ 


« What is it?“ 
« Why you muſt know I have the great- 


eſt hopes in the world that my father will 
uarrel with old Mr. Delvile!“ 
« And is that ſuch a delightful thing!” 


«© O yes; I have lived upon the very 
5 idea 
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idea this fortnight; for then, you know, 
they'll both be in a paſſion, and I ſhall ſee 
which of them looks frighttulleſt.” 

« When Lady Honoria whiſpers,” cried 
Mortimer, « I always ſuſpect ſome mit- 
chief.” 

« No indeed,” anſwered her ladyſhip, 
« ] was merely congratulating Mrs. Morti- 
mer about her marriage. Though really, 
upon ſecond thoughts, I don'tknow whether 
I ſhould not rather condole with her, for I 
have long been convinced ſhe has a prodi- 
gious antipathy to you. TI ſaw it the whole 
time I was at Delvile Caſtle, where ſhe 
uſed to change colour at the very found of 
your name; a ſymptom I never perceived 


When 1] ralked to her of my Lord Derford, 


who would certainly have —— her a thou- 
ſand times a better huſband.” [2 
« If you mean on account of his: title, 


Lady Hororia,” ſaid Mr. Delvile: © your 
ladyſhip muſt be ſtrangely forgetful of the 


connections of your family, not to remember 
that Mortimer, after the death of his uncle 


and myſelf, muſt inevitably inherit one far 


more honourable than a new-ſprung-up fa- 

mily, like my Lord Ernolt's, could offer.” 
« Yes, Sir; but then, you know, ſhe 
would have kept her eſtate, which would 
have been a vaſtly better thing than an old 
pedigree of new relations. Beſides, I don't 
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find that any body cares for the noble blood 
of the Delviles but themſelves; and if ſhe 
had kept her fortune, every body, 1 fancy, 
would have cared for that.” 

“ Every body, then,” faid Mr. Delvile, 

* rauſt be highly mercenary and ignoble, or 
the blood of an ancient and honourable 
houſe, would be thought contaminated by 
the moſt diſtant hint of ſo degrading a com- 
pariſon,” 
Dear Sir, what ſhould we all do with 
birth if it was not for wealth? it would nei- 
ther take us to Ranelagh nor the Opera; 
nor buy us caps nor wigs, nor ſupply us 
with dinners, nor bouquets.” 

Caps and wigs, dinners un ws 

vets!” interrupted Mr. Delvile; © your 
ladyſhip's eſtimate of wealth is really ex- 
tremely minute.” 

« Why, you know, Sir, as to caps and 
wigs, they are very ſerious things, for we 
thould look mighty droll figures to go. 
about bare-headed; and as to dinners, how 
would the Delviles have laſted all theſe thou- 
fand centuries if they had diſdained eating 
them ?” 

© Whatever may be your lndyſhip's ſa- 
tisfaction, ſaid Mr. Delvile, angrily, © in 
depreciating a houſe that has the honour of 
being nearly allied with your own, you will 
not, I hope at leaſt, inſtruct this lady,” 

turning 
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turning to Cecilia, «to adopt a ſimilar con- 
tempt of its antiquity and dignity.” 

This lady,” cried Mortimer, © will at 
ys by condeſcending to become one of 

ſecure us from any danger that ſuch 
— may ſpread further,” 

« Let me but, ſaid Cecilia, looking 
gratefully at him, © be as ſecure from 
exciting as I am from teeling contempt, and 
what can I have to wiſh?” 

Good and excellent young lady!“ 
ſaid Dr. Lyſter, ** the. firſt of bleſſings in- 
deed is yours in the . temperance of your 


own mind. When you began your career 


ife, you appeared to us ſhort- ſighted 
moitals, to poſſeſs. more than your ſhare of 
_ good things of this world; ſuch a 
union of riches, beauty, independence, ta- 
lents, education and virtue, ſeemed a mo- 
nopoly to raiſe general envy and diſcon- 
tent; but mark with what ſcrupulous ex- 
actneſs the good and bad is ever balanced ! 
You have had a thouſand ſorrows to which 
thoſe who have looked up to you have been 
ſtrangers, and for which nor all the advan- 
tages you poſſeſs have been equivalent. 
There is evidently throughout this world, in 
things as well as perſons, a levelling prin- 
ciple, at war with pre- eminence, and deſtruc- 

tive of perfection.“ 
« Ah!” cried Mortimer, in a low voice 
© to 
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to Cecilia, © how much higher mult we 


all riſe, or how much lower muſt you fall, 
ere any levelling principle will approxi- 
mate us with YOU!” 

He then entreated her to ſpare. her 
ſtrength and ſpirits by returning to her own 
apartment, and the converſation was brok- 
en up. © th 
« Pray permit me, Mrs. Mortimer,” 
cried Lady Honoria, in taking leave, © to 
beg that the firſt gueſt you invite to Delvile 
Caſtle may be me. You know my partiali- 
ty to it already. I thall be particularly 
happy in waiting upon you in tempeſtuous 
weather! We can all ſtroll out together, 
you know, very ſociably; and I ſha'n't be 
much in your way, for if there ſhould hap- 
pen to be a ſtorm, you can eaſily lodge me 
under ſome great tree, and while you amuſe 
yourſelves with a téte-à- -tete, give me the 
indulgence of my own reflections. I am 


vaſtly fond of thinking, and being alone, 


you know, —eſ pectally in thunder and light- 


ening!“ 

She then ran away; and they all ſeparat- 
ed: Cecilia was conveyed up ſtairs, and 
the worthy Dr. Lyſter, loaded with acknow- 
ledgments of every kind, ſet out for the 
country. 

Cecilia, {till weak, and much emaciated, 
for ſome time lived almoſt wholly in her 
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own room; where the grateful and ſolici- 
tous attendance of Mortimer, alleviated the 
pain both of her illneſs and confinement : 
but as ſoon as her health permitted travel- 
ling, he haſtened with her abroad. | 

Here tranquility once more made its 
abode the heart of Cecilia; that heart ſo 
long torn with anguiſh, ſuſpenſe and hor- 
rour! Mrs. Delvile received her with the 


moſt rapturous fondneſs, and the impreſſion 


of her ſorrows gradually wore away, from 
her kind and maternal cares, and from the 


watchful affection and deleted te1dernels 


of her ſon. 

The Eggleſtons n. now took entire poſſeion 
of her eſtate, and Delvile, at her en- 
treaty, forbore ſhewing any perſonal re- 
ſentment of their conduct, and put into 
the hands of a dt ag the arr of 
the affair. 

They continued abroad ſome montlis, 
and the health of Mrs. Delvile was toler- 
ably re-eſtabliſhed. They were then ſum- 
moned home by the death of Lord Delvile, 
who bequeathed to his nephew. Mortimer 
his town houſe, and whatever of his eſtate 
was not annexed to his title, which neceſſarily 


devolved to his brother. 


The ſiſter of Mrs. Delvile, a woman of 
high ſpirit and ſtrong paſſions, lived not 


long after him; but having, in her latter 
days, 


ETL 


days, intimately connected herſelf with Ce- 
cilia, ſne was ſo much charmed with her 
character, and ſo much dazzled by her ad- 
miration of the extraordinary ſacrifice ſhe 
had made, that, in a fit of ſudden enthu- 
fiaſm, ſhe altered her will, to leave to 
her, and to her ſole diſpoſal; the fortune 
which, almoſt from his infancy, ſhe had deſ- 
tined for her nephew. Cecilia, aſtoniſned 
and penetrated, oppoſed the alteration; but 
even her ſiſter, now Lady Delvile, to whom 
ſhe daily became dearer, earneſtly ſupported 
it; while Mortimer, delighted to reſtore 
to her through his own family, any part of 
that power and independence of which her 
generous and pure regard for himſelf had 
deprived her, was abſolute in refuſing that 
the deed ſhould be'revoked. 

- Cecilia, from this flattering tranſaRion; 
redeived a further conviction of the malig- 
nant falſchood of Mr. Monckton, who had 
always repreſented to her the whole of the 
Delvile family as equally poor in their cir- 
cumſtances, and illiberal in their minds. 
The ftrong ſpirit of active benevolence 
which had ever marked her character, was 
now again diſplayed, though no longer, 
as hitherto, unbounded. She had learnt the 
error of profuſion, even in charity and bene- 
ficence; and ſhe had a motive for ceconomy, 


in her animated affection for Mortimer. . 
| 8 2 


n n 


She ſoon ſent for Albany, whoſe ſurpriſe 
that ſhe ſtill exiſted, and whoſe rapture at 
her recovered proſperity, now threatened 
his ſenſes from the tumult of his joy, with 
nearly the ſame danger they had lately been 
menaced by terror. But though her dona- 
tions were circumſcribed by prudence, and 
their objects were ſelected with diſerimina- 
tion, ſhe gave to herſelf all her former be- 
nevolent pleaſure, in ſolacing his afflie- 
tions, while ſhe ſoftened his afperity, by 
reſtoring to him his favourite office of dann 
her almoner and monitor. 

She next ſent to her own penſioners, re- 
lieved thoſe diſtreſſes which her ſudden 
abſence had occaſioned, and renewed and 
continued the ſalaries ſhe had allowed them. 
All who had nouriſhed reaſonable expecta- 
tions from her. bounty ſhe: remembered; 
though ſhe raiſed no new claimants but 
with economy and circumſpection. But 
neither Albany nor the old penſioners felt 
the ſatisfaction of Mortimer, who ſaw with 
new wonder the virtues of her mind, and 
whoſe admiration of her excellencies, made 
his gratitude perpetual for the ne of 
his lot. 

The tender-hearted . in return- 
ing to her new friends, gave way, with art- 
leſs openneſs, to the violence of untamed 
grief; but finding Mr. Arnott as wretched 
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as herſelf, the ſympathy Cecilia had fore- 
ſeen ſoon endeared them to each other, 
while the little intereſt taken in either by 
Mrs. Harrel, made them almoſt inſeparable 
companions. 

Mrs. Harrel, wearied by their melan- 
choly, and ſick of retirement, took the ear- 
lieſt opportunity that was offered her of 
changing her ſituation; ſhe married very 
ſoon a man of fortune in the neighbour— 
hood, and, quickly forgetting all the paſt, 
thoughtleſsly began the world again, with 
new hopes, new connections, — new equi- 
pages and new engagements ! 

Henrietta was then obliged to go again 
to her mother, where, though deprived of 
all the indulgencies to which ſhe was now 
become familiar, ſhe was not more hurt by 
the ſeparation than Mr. Arnott. So ſad 
and ſo ſolitary his houſe ſeemed in her ab- 
ſence, that he ſoon followed her to town, 
and returned not till he carried her back its 
miſtreſs. And there the gentle gratitude of 
her ſoft and feeling heart, engaged from 
the worthy Mr. Arnott the tendereſt at- 
fection, and, in time, healed the wound of 
his early and hopeleſs paſſion. 

The injudicious, the volatile, yet noble- 
minded Belfield, to whoſe mutable and en- 


terpriſing diſpoſition life ſeemed always ra- 


ther beginning than progreſſive, roved from 


employment to employment, and from 
public 
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public life to retirement, ſoured with the 
world, and diſcontented with himſelf, till 
vanquiſhed, at length, by the conſtant 
friendſhip of Delvile, he conſented to accept 
his good offices in again entering the army; 
and, being fortunately ordered out upon 
foreign ſervice, his hopes were revived by 
ambition, and his proſpects were brightened 

by a view of future honour. FL 
The wretched Monckton, dupe of his 
own cunning and artifices, ſtil] Iived in lin- 
gering miſery, doubtful which was moſt 
acute, the pain of his wound and confine- 
ment, or of his defeat and diſappointment. 
Led on by a vain belief that he had parts 
to conquer all difficulties, he had indulged 
without reſtraint a paſſion in which intereſt 
was ſeconded by inclination. Allured by 
ſuch faſcinating powers, he ſhortly ſuffered. 
nothing to ſtop his courſe; and though 
when he began his career he would have 
ſtarted at the mentibd of actual diſhonour, 
long before it was concluded, neither 
treachery nor perjury were regarded by him 
as ſtumbling blocks. All fear of failing 
was loſt in vanity, all ſenſe of probity was 
ſunk in intereſt, all ſcruples of conſcience 
were left behind by the heat of the chace. 
Yet the unforeſeen and melancholy cata- 
ſtrophe of his long arts, illuſtrated in his 
deſpite what his principles had obſcured, 
that 
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gave to her in the warm affection of Lady 


her loſs of fortune, and at times ſhe mur- 


checked the riſing ſigh of repining mortali- 
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that even in worldly purſuits where gan 
out- runs integrity, failure joins diſhonour 
to loſs, and diſappointment excites triumph 
inſtead of pity. 

The 4 8 mind of Cecilia, her purity, | 
ber virtue, and the moderation of her wiſhes, 


Delvile, and the unremitting fondneſs of 
Mortimer, all the happineſs human life 
ſeems capable of receiving: yet human it 
was, and as ſuch imperfect! ſhe knew that, 
at times, the whole tamily muſt murmur at 


mured herſelf to be thus portionleſs, tho? 
an HEIRESS. Rationally, however, ſhe 
ſurveyed the world at large, and finding 
that of the few who had any happineſs, 
there were none without ſome miſery, ſhe . 


ty, and, grateful enge felicity, bore 
partial evil with chearfulleſt reſignation. 


